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I« i% S]D=-FEORUARY 1982 THE GUATEMALAN ARMY REINFORCED ITS
EXISTING FOACE I8 THE CEWTRAL EL QUICHE DEPAMTMENT AND LAUNCHED

A S«EEP DPERATION I&TO TeE IXiL TRIAWNGLE. TwL COowsMAsDIs{ OFFLCERS i
gF THE UNITS IAVOLYED HAWE BEEW INSTRUCTED TO JEITROY ALL TowWsE
AND WILLAGES AHICH ARE COOPERATING mITH ThHE GUCRAILLA ARMY OF

THE POOR CEGP) AND ELISIMATE ALL BOUACES OF HMESTBTAWCE. CIvILIAad
I THE ABEA wv0 AGaLE TO COLLABOMATE =1TM Thf ARsy iwd wed JEEK
ARMY PROTECTION ARE TO BE wELL TRCATED AWD CARED FOR 1N RCFUGEE

CA<PS FOR THE DURATION OF THE OPERATION. G ey \
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2s THC ARMY INITIALLY ®LikED TO Lti;iﬂ THRLE FULL BATTELTONS

(THREL CO4PANIES EACH TO TWE IX1L TRIANGLE FOR THE SwCEP QPEAATION,
BUT HALE [HEDUHTEHE[I‘FHﬂILE.H; IN Fﬂﬂ'lI]H'E THEEE NE= III'T-I-L'[{I-HH- LKD

*, . s
HAS HAD TO WOVE COMBAT UNMITS FEO™ DTHER AREAS INTO €L OUICHE,

ADDITIONAL CONPAMY OF AINBORNE TROOPS PRESENTLY THYOLVED IN 7wE
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» COLLAMDRATORS HAVE BEEW ILLED.

3s« BINCE THE OPERATION BLGAN; BEVERAL WILLAGES ™AVE BECH
BURNED TO THE Ca0umMD, AND & LARGE NUHEER OF CUCFRETLLAE AND

17 I8 AJBUMED THAT THE ENTIRE TO®M I8 HOATILE AND IT I8

BUDBECUENTLY DESTROYED,)

AND 1T IB DESTROYED,

THERE ARE WUMDREDS, PORSTBLY THOUSLWDE, OF
REFUCEES IM THE HELLS WITH MO HOMEE TO RETUAN TO,

g

THE ARHY HAS FOUND THAT HOBT OF THE
VILLAGES MAVE REEM ABAMDONED BCFORE THE WILITARY FOACES ARRTVE,
AN EMFTY YILLACE 15 ASSUMED TO WAVE BEEM SUPPORTING THE ECP,

THE EGF

APPARCHTLY CAM HOT PROTECT AND FEED SUCHW LARGE NUHBERE AND THE

THERE ARE Twd INFANTRY BATTALTONS AND OKE

SWEEFy AND TwQ ADDITIONAL COMPAMIES ARE EXPECTED TO AMRIVE IN THE
BREA WITHIN THE MEXT FEW DATH,

TN COHSCHTI  WHEN AK ARNT
FATROL MEETS RESISTAMCE AMD TAKES FIRE FROM A TOMK DR VILLAGE

THE MAJORETY OF T UNITS PREEENTLY

QPCRATING IM THE TEIL TelARGLE ARE FROM THE WaBTSCAL IAVALE pmIGADE :
[

HLADQUARTERED IW Eﬂl![hl$i CITY,
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REFUCEES, =aTHLY INIL TuDIAx PEABAMTE; ARE MAKING CONTACT WITH
THE AREY 4D UFFERING 10 COLLAROAATE Iw E¥CHANGE FOR FOOD AND
SHELTER,

A; THE aRwy AJCH COwMiEnD J3 WICHLY PLEASED «]TH THE TWITLaL
RERULTE OF THE SWECF OPCRATIOM. AmDb SCLIEYES THAT IT ~JLL BE
SUCCESBFUL IN DEBTROYING THE MAJOP EGP BUPPORT ;I-H:l. iko FILL oC
ABLE TO ORIVE THE EEP OUT OF T JXIL TATALGLE, [ISCI1&8W3 wHQ
MAYE HISTORICALLY BEEN wWOSTILE To THE ARuy AAL NOs COLLABDALTIWE
TO TME EXTEMT THAT THE sqvr wif SUCCCEIFULLY FPESED &4 SELF-DEFCwWAE
FORCE OF IXTL INTDANE 1K THE TO=H OF JAN JUAW COTEAL TO PROTECT
THE TOWM ACAIMAT ATTACKA 8Y THE ECP, THE ARMY HAE YET TO
EHCOUNTER AMY MAJOR QUEARRILLL FORCE lﬂ' THE AREM, 1T BuCCERSCA

i T DATE APFEAR TO BE LIMITED TO Thl DESTRUCTION OF JLIVERAL

SECP=CONTROLLES=TOSME® AND THE KILLING OF TMOIAW COLLABORATORS
AND BYMPATHIZERS, @EEEEPCOMMENTE THE ®ELL DOCUMEMTED BELIEF
BY THE ARHY THAT THE ENTIRE IXIL INDIAM POPULATION 15 PRO=ECP
HAS CREATED 4 SITUATION IN mMICH THE ARMY CAM RE EXPTECTED To
EIVYE k) QUIBRTER 10 COMBATLNTS LD WON-COMALTAWTS ALIKE, IT 18
CLEAR THAT THE EGF Cily WOT FACE THL ARMY WHEW IT OPERATES IN
LARGE UNIT STRENGTH, IT 18 ENCOURAGING TO WOTE THAT THE ARMY

18 TREATING mELL THOSE INDTAE WWO SEEX LTS PROTECTIOW AND
syccom, IT REMA[NE TO BE-DETERMINED, HOWEVER, HOW LOTAL THE TXIL
INDIAMS MILL REMAIN OMCE THE ARMY COMPLETES ITS SwEEP AMD MOvES

ON TO ANMOTHER AREA.
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