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!, THE CLANDESTI NE •D EATH SQUAD• (ESCUAORON DE MUERTE) 
HAS: RESUMED ITS ACTIVITI ES HITH THE SHOOTING OF SIX 
ALLEGED CRIHINALS FEBRUARY 1•2 , NOTES AFFIXED TO POUR 
BODIES POUND IN ESCUIN TLA, ONE IN CHIMALTENANGO AND 
ANOTHER IN THE CAPITAL STATED THAT THE "DEATH SQUAD" 
HAD EXECUTED THE VICT IMS BECAUSE THEY WE RE GUI LTY OF 
EXTORTION OR k06BER Y, AN AN ONYMOUS PHONE CALL 
' DLLOWING A SEVENTH SLAYI NG, OF A SAN CARLOS UNIVERSITY 
ECO NOMICS STUDENT , ! OEN TIFifO THAT AC TI ON AS ALSO By 
THE• " DEA TH QQUAD . ' THE CL ANDES TIN E GROUP HAO CIRCULA TE D 

e 

A PRESS ST ATEMENT ON THE AFTfRNOON OF FEBRUARY 1 ANN OUNCING 
THAT IN VIEW OF THE 'INC APACITY• OF THE POLICE AND COURTS 
TO· CONTROL THE HAV ~ OF CRIH•S THRO UG HOUT THE COUNTRY, 
THE "DEATH S~UA0° WOULD 'HEHC!LESSLY' ACT AGAINST ALL 
CRIHINALS AND DELIDUEN T S , TH~ POLICE PRED ICTABLY 
DECLARED THEY WOULD TA~ E &CTION AGAINST THE 'DEATH 
SQ UAD" FOR I TS UNAU THORIZED METING OUT OF JUSTICE. 

2, THE RECENT ASS ASSINA TIONS ARE THE ~IRST ESCU&ORON 
ACT IVITY SINCE SEPTEHdEH 1973 WHfN THE 'SQUA0 ° SENT A 
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THRE ATENI NG LET TER TO THE UNIY!RSITY STUOENTSI ASSOCI ATION 
LEGAL AOVI~ER WARNING HI M H£ WOULD BE SHOT IF HE OlD NOT 
CEASE SUPPORTING A STRIKE BY MEAT OISTRIRUTORS , IN ·JUN E 
QOV EA NHENT OFFICIALS CLANDESTINELY OISTRI8UTEO 
!BCUADRON LEAFLETS AT SA N CARLOS 
UNIVERSITY PROMISING TO ELEMINATE STUDENTS LINKED WITH 
THE GUERRI LLAS , 

3, EARLIER HULTIPLf EXECUTIONS ·OF COHHON CRIMINALS, 
SUCH AS THE KN IF ING Of TEN lNO!YlOUALS OCO TBER 13, 1972 1 

~ ERE CARRIED OUT I N ~E NAME, OF THE' 11 AVENGIN0' VULTURE" 
(BU ITRE JUST!CIERO), WHICH GOVERNMENT SOURCES TOLD 
US .. WAS A •SMOKE• SCAE • FOR POLICE .EXTRA• LEGAL•·ACTIVITI ES, 
TH! CURRENT •DEATH SQUAD' KILLINGS HAV E ALL· THE ~!GNS OF 
ANOTHER PO~CE OPERATION AGAINST NON• POLITICAL 
OELIOUENTS.;.j 

4 , IN AN APPARENTLY UNRELATED INCIDENT AT H!D• HORNING 
· ~EBRUARY 3, EXPLOSIONS IN THE BESEHENT OF THE MAYA 
EXCELSIOR HOTEL IN 00-NTOHN GUATEHALA CIT Y INJURED THREE 
PERSO NS , ! NCLUOING ONE AMERI CAN TOURIST, AND CAUSED • H 
!ST! HATEO $20,000 DAMAGE, ALTHOUGH THE PRESS. H•S 
SPECULA TE D THA T TERROR I ST SABOTAGE HAY HAVE SEEN INVOLVED, 
POLIC E EXP ERTS CONCLUDSO THA T GAS TANK S IN THE CELLAR OF 
THE HOTEL • ERE RESPONS18LE, ME HAV E NO IND!CATION 'THE 
EXPLO SION WAS POLI TICALLY HUT! VA TED, 
MELOY , . 
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