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JOINT HEARINGS ON THE IRAN-CONTRA
INVESTIGATION

Testimony of Tomas Castillo

EXECUTIVE SESSION
~ FRIDAY, MAY 29, 1987

Houske SELECT COMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE
CoVERT ARMS TRANSACTIONS WITH IRAN
AND
SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON SECRET MILITARY
ASSISTANCE TO IRAN AND THE NICARAGUAN OPPOSITION,
Washington, DC.

The Select Committees met, pursuant to call, at 9:09 am., in
room 2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Lee H. Hamilton
(chairman of the House Select Committee) and Hon. Daniel K.
Inouye (chairman of the Senate Select Committee) presiding.

Chairman HamiLToN. May I have your attention, please. I just

ale [ YW

wdl 00 e v Ot Rt—Deiore e 3 N1LI []

that this is an executive session. I announced yesterday that the

transcript will be released tomurrow within 24 hours after we meet
ay.

May I suggest to you that in asking questions today you try very
hard not to use names where possible.

Now, I recognize that creates a bit of a problem in asking ques-
tions, but where possible don’t use names, use titles or some other
reference that would be other than names.

The exhibits are classified. They are not to be taken out of this
room and they are not to be quoted.

The statement of the witness is also classified. It is not to be
taken out and not to be quoted and members of the two committees
are not to comment on testimony until the transcript is released
tomorrow.

One other announcement. That is the White House counsel has
requested permission to be present. I have no objections to that and
I understand Chairman Inouye and Vice Chairman Rudman have
no objection to it and Mr. Cheney has no objection to it, I am ad-

So we will permit him in.
Are there any other questions before we proceed?
Let’s bring the witness in.
The meeting of the joint hearings of the Select Committees will
come to order.
m
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Our witness this morning is [Tomas Castillo). (Mr. Castillo), will
you please stand to take the oath?
itness sworn.]

TESTIMONY OF TOMAS CASTILLO

Chairman HaMILTON. You may be seated. You may proceed.

Mr. BARBADORO. [Mr. Castillo), when did you become Chief of
Station [deleted]?

[Mr. Castillo]. 1 respectfully decline to answer on the grounds
that it would be inconsistent with my fifth amendment privilege.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Mr. Chairman, [Mr. Castillo] has asserted his
fith amendment privilege and declined to answer further ques-
tiodns. I would request the chairman inform him of the immunity
order.

Chairman HaMiLTON. [Mr. Castillo], ] am hereby communicating
to you an order issued to the House Select Committee by the U.S.
District Court for the District of Columbia. The order provides in
substance that you may not 1efuse to provide evidence on the basis
of your privilege against self-incrimination.

t provides that evidence obtained from you under the order may
not be used against you in any criminal proceeding. A copy of the
order is at the witness table. Pursuant to the order, I direct you to
answer the questions put to you.

Chairman INouyg. Mr. Chairman.

Chairman HaMiLToN. Chairman Inouye.

Chairman INouUYE. [Mr. Castillo], I communicate a similar order
obtained by the Senate Select Committee which is also at the wit-

Chairman HaMiLTON. The immunity procedure is complete. If
you have an opening statement, [Mr. Castillo), now would be an ap-
propriate time to read it.

[Mr. Castillo). I do, Mr. Chairman, and I appreciate the opportu-
nity.

Mr. Chairman, and members of these Select Committees, I have
exercised my constitutional privilege not to testify without benefit
of immunity concerning my participation in the matters which are
under investigation by these committees.

. I have done so on the advice of counsel and because I became
persuaded that it was the only way in which I could be accorded
every possible measure of fairness under the law. Media specula-
tion, which has been grounded on few facts and an extraordinary
amount of entirely misguided and irresponsible supposition, has
convinced me that my decision was both prudent and correct.

Having said that, I appear before you tod? with a sense of peace
that I have been true to my conscience and to my profession. Ac-
cordingly, I am fully willing, indeed eager to testify as to the facts
of my partivci'i]i)ation in the matters under inquiry.

I hope I will be able to convey to each of you a clear understand-
ing that I and the other men and women of the CIA’s clandestine
service, both those under my command at the station in [deleted),
and those at CIA headquarters who supported our efforts, per-
formed our duties in the best tradition of the service. To the best of
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my recollection neither they nor I ever intentionally violated any
law of the United States in spirit or otherwise.

To the contrary the deliberate persistent and resourceful efforts
over a 2-year period of my superiors, as well as those officers who
served under me, in particular given the constraints and changing
national policies under which we were required to operate, are a
testimonial to the high standard of conduct which this country ex-
pects of its intelligence officers.

If there were any lapses they resulted from decisions made under
the pressures of fast moving events, from the characteristic can-do

~ attitude of the clandestine service, of clandestine service operations
officers or simply from emotional concerns for patriotic Nicara-
guans whom the United States has sup?orted, albeit intermittent-
ly, in their efforts to pursue the ideals of peace and freedom, which
we in this country not only enjoy, but often take for granted.

I believe that it would be grievously harmful to the morale of the
CIA officers who were [deleted] working with the Southern Front of
the Nicaraguan Resistance to suppose, without any basis in fact,
that they ever engaged in a conspiracy to violate the laws of the
United States.

——These-honorable men and women were placed in an extremely
difficult situation, which was not of their own making.

Specifically, they were required as an integral part of their
duties as intelligence officers, to gather intelligence, and to carry
out political action operations in order to hold together the many
diverse, even opposing factions within the Resistance.

The very fact that the resistance [deleted] is more focused and

litically and militarily viable than it has ever been is a remarka-

le accomplishment [deKated].

You may question whether my officers—and I understood the —
legal constraints of the Boland Amendment. Of course, we did—or
we thought we did—notwithstanding the fact that there were no
lawyers assigned to my station and the cable guidance from law-
yers on these matters was understandably terse and narrow and
did not pretend to address every eventuality.

The apf)lication of the Boland Amendment in humane, rather
than legal, terms in the field operational environment led us to feel
that we were in the middle of a minefield with each step becoming
a critical decision. My officers and I tried diligently to adhere to
the constraints of the Boland Amendment as we understood them,
and I believe we were—and I believe we generally were successful.

In addition, we in the field were impacted greatly by the political
considerations, which attended the various incarnations of the
Boland Amendment, considerations arising out of political sensi-
tivities here in Washington, which were difficult for us to appreci-
ate.

While we were doing our best to keep the faith with the legal
constraints of the amendments and at the same time carry out our
duties with respect to the Nicaraguan Resistance, we were faced
with political dimensions of a broad issue of support for the Nicara-
guan Resistance.

Those dimensions adversely affected our operations on several oc-
casions. . was—it often seemed to us that the next upcoming vote
in Congress on support for the Resistance was the most important
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consideration governing the perceptions of what activities were
permissible regardless of the ur%ency or necessity of a beneficial
operational action. I can recall CIA lawyers disap%roving certain
operational activities which were acceptable under the terms of the
Boland Amendments themselves because of a possible negative po-
litical impact at home.

You can imagine my difficulty in trying to reconcile such deci-
sions with the duties of g;{ office. ardless, as Chief of Station, I
was directly and specifically involved in all of the operational ac-
tivities concerning the Nicaraguan Resistance, and the officers

under my command followed my guidance.

Therefore, I am fully and unequivocably responsible for all of
their actions.

As you will learn from my testimony today, my association with
Lt. Col. Oliver L. North came about as a result of our respective
positions and because of the coincidence or our interests concerning
the political and military status of the Nicaraguan Resistance. --

Throughout this relationship, Colonel North never asked me to
undertake any unlawful activity, nor did he ever inform me of any
sale of arms to Iran or any diversion of funds to the Resistance.

Given the events of recent months, I am eternally grateful that
he did not. I hold Colonel North in high esteem, because, in my
judgment, he has been faithful to his country, his duty, and his
word, and loyal to his beliefs and his comrades.

I admire his intellect and his commitment to the human beings
who comprise the Nicaraguan Resistance. He is my friend, and
whatever happens he will 80 remain.

The press has speculated extravagantly concerning my possible
involvement with Director William Casey in connection with the

Nicaraguan Resistance. I met with Director Casey on a few occa-
sions during my tenure as Chief of Station, [deleted]. I briefed him,
as did my officers, on station operations, as it was our duty to do
so. That is all.

During those briefings, Mr. Casey never suggested or implied—
nor did I ever infer—that he expected me to undertake activities
which would violate in any way the laws of the United States.

I wish to close this statement on a—close this statement—excuse
me. I wish to close this statement on a personal note.

Since my return to Washington in January, I have experienced
some of the worst moments of my life. [Deleted). Their absence, the
imposed isolation, the interruption of my command, the unfounded

ress and media speculation about my participation in possible vio-
ations of the law and the possible irreparable damage to my
career, which I cherish and have dedicated the last 20 years of m
liftle to, are all factors which have made the last months very diffi-
cult.

On the basis of my actions as Chief of Station, [deleted], over the
last 2 years, it should not have been so.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

BE’l‘he prepared statement of Tomas Castillo appears in appendix
1Chairman HaMILTON. You may proceed with the questions, coun-
sel.

Mr. BARBADORO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Sir, your true name is [deleted], correct?
wllr. Castillo]. [Deleted].
r. BARBADORO. And during your time as Chief of Station in [de-
le_;u}a&]?, you were also known by the name of Tomas Castillo, is that
ri
’ Mr. Castillo]. Yes, sir.

r. BARBADORO. To facilitate the declassification of your testimo-
ny, I am going to refer to you as Mr. Castillo in your testimony
today, and I would also ask you in your responses to my questions
to refer to CIA officals wherever possible by their title so that it
will be intelligible when the testimony is declassified.

You were Chief of Station in [deleted] from July, 1984, until Jan-
uary 1987, correct?

r. CastiLro. No, sir, I am still officially assigned as Chief of
Station. v .
1;ol\‘d’r. BarBADORO. When were you asked to come back to Washing-

n?

Mr CasTiLro. In December, late December, 1986.

Mr. BArRBADORO. What is your current status?

Mr. CastiLLo. I am on administrative leave, and actually on TDY
from [deleted].

Mr. BARBADORO. And you have been since December of 19867

Mr. CastiLLo. Since January 5, 1987.

Mr. BArBADORO. Can you tell us what your prior assignments
were with the Central Intelligence Agency?

Mr. CastiLLo. I entered on duty on April 24, 1967, completed a
period of training, received my first permanent overseas assign-

ment to [deleted] in 1968, where I spent 2 years.

Subsequent assigments iniclude | :
periods of assignments at headquarters.

Mr. BarBaDORO. What was your assignment immediately prior to
becoming Chief of Station in [deleted]?

Mr. CastiLLo. Chief of the [deleted] Branch, Central American
Task Force.

Mr. BARBADORO. And who was the head of the Central American
Task Force at that time? Was it Dewey Clarridge?

Mr. CastiLLo. No. There were three Chiefs of the Central Ameri-
can Task Force. ENow C/LA"), [deleted] and [now C/CATF{t—excuse
me, I worked only for [now C/LA] and [deleted].

Mr. BarBADORO. Dewey Clarridge was the Chief of the Latin
American Division at that time?

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct.

Mr. BarBADORO. When you arrived in [deleted], what was the
condition of the Southern Front military forces?

Mr. CasTiLLo. July 1984, when I arrived, the Southern Front, a
loosely—a loose term to describe a disarray of rag-tag units mostly
under Eden Pastora, [deleted], and a number of small units under
the ostensible leaders 1£ of Fernando Negro Chamorro were what
consisted the Southern Front.

Mr. BARBADORO. Is it fair to say that there weren’t more than a
[deleted] troops in the Southern Front at the time?

* Chief of the Latin American Division of the CIA.
tt Chief of the Central American Task Force of the CIA.
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— ... Mr. CastiLLo. Well, if one counts the hangers-on and the various
people that claimed they were associated with both of these organi-
zations, it might have been as high as {deleted).

Mr. BARBADORO. And it is also true, isn’t it, that the Southern
F‘ront? troops were operating largely independent of the FDN
orces?

Mr. CastiLLo. Completely.

Mr. BArBADORO. They had different sources of supply, different
commanders and they fought alone, is that right? -

Mr. CasTiLLO. Prior to my arrival, the CIA had supplied Eden
Pastora and he, in turn, shared some of his supplies with Fernando
Chamorro. All of the s?plies until that time to the best of my
knowledge came from CIA.

Mr. BARBADORO. I am sorry. I wasn’t clear. The supplies went di-
rectly from CIA to Southern Front forces; they did not go from CIA
to FDN to Southern Front?

Mr. CastiLLo. That is correct.

Mr. BARBADORO. Is it fair to say that virtually during the entire
time you were Station Chief in [deleted] that you were prohibited
from resupplying the southern troops yourself because of the
Boland Amendment?

Mr. CasrtiLLo. That is correct. ,

Mr. BArBADORO. I want to focus on the period of July 1984 until
Jull)y 1985 and ask you some questions about that period.

uring that time did you provide any military assistance to the
Southern Front forces? .

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir.

Mr. BarBaporo. Did you grovide them with any intelligence in-

~————formation-or-military advice?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir.

Mr. BarBaDporo. Did you provide any assistance whatsoever to
the military arm of the Southern Front forces during that period?
u Mr. CasTiLro. I would need to explain the answer to that ques-

ion.

Mr. BARBADORO. Go ahead.

Mr. CastiLLo. My view of my responsibility was to develogethe
southern political organizations in concert with the efforts being
made here in Washington and in [deleted] and in Miami to bring
together the Nicaraguan Resistance under one unified leadership.
In that context, Negro Chamorro, for example, had a political orga-
nization, and a fine reputation among the Nicaraguan people as a
democratic anti-Somoza leader and a hero.

So he was obviously included in our efforts to bring together an
amalgamation of all of the diverse elements not only in the south
deleted] where thFeﬁ were based, but also in the—with the FDN
deleted] and the FDN leaders, such as Arturo Cruz, who were in

iami or Washington. All of us were pulling together with these
people and out of that came the obvious necessity that there was a
military side to the Resistance effort.

This was mostly handled by the leadership such as it existed at
that time to encourage their combatants, their Nicaraguan compa-
triots to fight as best they could under these constraints.

We, in turn, encouraged the leadership to seek every means that
they could to put pressure on the Sandinista regime. So there
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wasn’t military advice, per se, but there was certainly encourage-
ment on the part of all CIA officers to bring as much pressure as
possible in the political area against the regime.

Long answer to a short question. I apologize. )

Mr. BARBADORO. I understand. Let’s turn to a different subject.

You met Colonel North in August 1984, at a Chief of Stations
meeting [deleted], didn’t you?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BarBADORO. Do you know how Colonel North got to that
meeting?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, I don’t.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Wasn’t that a meeting principally of CIA offi-

cials?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, there were more of us than others.

Mr. BArBaDORO. Do you recall any non-CIA officials other than
Colonel North at the meeting?

Mr. CastiLro. I think there was a State Department official, but
I can’t recall.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Do you know what Colonel North was at the
meeting to do?

Mr. CasTiLLO. It wasn’t explained to me.

Mr. BarBaDoRO. What contact did you have with Colonel North
at this meeting?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, during the several days that we were there,
each of the Chiefs of Station would present an overview of his sta-
tion’s activities, operations J)roblems and then in the evening we
would have dinner or attend a cocktail party hosted by one of the
[deleted] station officers. And at one cocktail party 1 introduced

problems, the situation that I was experiencing in [deleted), and so
we chatted about that.

Mr. BarBaboro. Did Iyou discuss the problems of supplying the
Southern Front with Colonel North at that meetinT?

Mr. CastiLLo. Only in terms that the nonsupply was having a
devastating effect on the troops in the field, as our intelligence
was—was indicating, and—but that was not really news to him be-
cause we would routinely report in disseminated intelligence re-
ports the condition of the field troops as we learned of them.

Mr. BarBaporo. Did he suggest to you at this meeting in 1984
t?t?f;'t 'l’le might be able to do something to help in the resupply
effort?

Mr. CasriLro. No, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did he say anythigg to you at this meeting
about how the Contras were being funded?

Mr. CasTiLLO. No, sir.

Mr. BarBADORO. Is it fair to characterize this meeting with him
as being brief and primarily a social meeting at a party?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. After that did you have subscquent meetings
with him?

Mr. CasriLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. What was the purpose of those meetings?

Mr. CastiLLO. Just to keep in touch with someone that I felt was
influential in Washington and who was in a position to understand
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the circumstances or the difficulties of the political problems
among the Nicaraguan groups.

Mr. BarBADORO. Mr. Castillo, is it fair to say that over time
starting from the time you met him in August until, say, the begin-
Nninrtg };);' 1986, that you gradually developeu a friendship with Colonel

o

Mr. CasTtiLro. Oh, yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. d in fact that friendship got to the point
where your family and his family actually vacationed together in
February of 1986, [deleted]?

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct.

Mr. BARBADORO. So in addition to speaking to him in your capac-
ity as Chief of Station and his capacity as an NSC staff member,
you gradually became friendly with him and would speak to him as

~a friend as well?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Certainly, yes.

Mr. BarBADORO. I want to go back to the questions I asked you
about the Southern Front and ask you about Commander Cha-
morro and his troops to fight during that period of time I was
asking about?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, it really wasn’t encouragement to fight. It
was really encouragement to [deleted] go into Nicaragua, where if
they claimed they were fighters is where they should be. And so it
came about because of continuous large numbers of problems that
we were experiencing with the [deleted] government—because of
the presence of these people who were not very covert in their—in
protecting the fact of their presence in [deleted] and there were a
number of incidents on a continuing basis that the [deleted] offi-

i ing to my attention and to the attention of other [de- -
leted] officials, and so wherever I had contact with them, for what-
ever reason, [deleted], I would encourage them to seek some means
to leave [deleted] where we felt—we, CIA, felt—that the primary
value to the program was the political side.

In other words, (deleted] presented a better environment for the
political declarations to be made, access to [deleted], where there
was relative tranquility, modern conveniences, daily flights to the
Uex;i‘tiu:g States and so forth, and that is what the political side
n .

However, this was being put in jeopardy by Negro Chamorro as
well as Eden Pastora, and their shenanigans creating a decision for
the [deleted], who were really trying to abide by the stated neutral-
ity.

In explaining this to Negro repeatedly would come the sugges-
tion that they should get out of [deleted] and into Nicaragua.

Mr. BarBaDORO. To summarize, it posed a political problem for
you to have these Nicarc;guans in [deleted), didn’t it?

Mr. CastiLro. Most definitely.

Mr. BARBADORO. And you tried to encou:ge them to get to Nica-
ragua and to fight to get them out of [deleted]?

r. CASTILLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. And there was a reluctance on the part of Negro
Chamorro to go into Nicaragua to fight?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.
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Mr. BArBADORO. In fact, you had to be constantly encouraging
him to get in there and fight, right?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir. I know of only one occasion when Cha-
morro actually went into Nicaragua to fight.

Mr. BarBADORO. Could you describe that?

Mr. CastiLro. It occurred in 1983 when he appeared in a joint
attack with the FDN [deleted}—near the [deleted] Nicaraguan
border—and he attacked a border post about 30 meters inside Nica-
ragua and when he came under heavy attack, he immediately re-
treated to [deleted].

Mr. BArRBADORO. And he called you from a pay phone, didn’t he?

Mr. CastiLLo. And he telephoned me at CIA headquarters——

Mr. BArBADORO. In Washington—he called you from a pay phone
in [deleted] and what did he ask you to do?

Mr. CasTILLO. Send mortars.

Mr. BArBADORO. Did you do it?

Mr. CastiLLo. Of course not.

Mr. BArRBADORO. And that was the only occasion on which you
f\‘\_re}z;e"able to get Mr. Chamorro to actually go into Nicaragua to
ight?

~ Mr. CastiLro. Well, that is the only occasion that I know that—

of his going in. Later on he dia go into [deleted]—excuse me—into

Nicaragua just south of Lake Nicaragua—that small strip of

marshland where there there were no—there was no concentration

———of - Nicaraguan forces, and it was only several kilometers inside
Nicaragua along the southern shore of Lake Nicaragua.

Mr. BArBADORO. In addition to the problems you had with Negro
Chamorro, the CIA had problems of a different sort with Eden Pas-

— . .. tora,is that right? =

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. And the agency made a decision that they didn't
want to support Pastora and wanted to get Pastora’s troops to fight
independently of Pastora, is that right?

Mr. CasriLLo. Well, sir—no, that is not right.

Mr. BarBADORO. Why don’t you explain?

Mr. CasTiLLo. It was Pastora’s actions, his own actions which cre-
ated the situation in which CIA really had no other choice but to
withdraw support and contact with him. As a result of that with-
drawal, he began making claims in public that the CIA and the
KGB had cut a deal with the Sandinistas to abandon the Nicara-
guan Resistance. And he used to repeat this allegation to his com-
manders inside, to others who would listen to him, and generally
he was a disruptive, unpredictable element in the political sense.
Every. ~e, including myself, believed that of all the Nicagaruans,
he is thie most charismatic, the most natural leader, both in the
military sense and the political sense, but there were other traits
and characteristics of his personality which made it impossible for
him to lead a broad spectrum of Nicaraguan Resistance.

The problem we were facing with CIA, in trying to bring these
diverse elements together, was the fact that he had an internation-
al re{:utation, could call presidents or prime ministers of leading
social democratic countries, receive their audience, an audience
with them, on short notice. ' .
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At the same time, we were trying to get Arturo Cruz, Alfonso
Robelo to make appointments themselves with these same leaders.
The demagoguery that Eden Pastora projected was not at all help-
ful to this overall Nicaraguan Resistance movement.

On the military side, he exaggerated the size of his forces, their
accomplishments, and I might say that there are two—there were
two Members of the Senate who almost lost their lives because of
an erratic action on the part of Eden Pastora.

Former Senator Hart was in the Sandino Airport terminal wit
another Senator—why do I remember Senator Hart? :

Mr. CoHEN. He is probably a little more popular right now.

Mr. CastiLo. And Eden Pastora sent a small aircraft with a
bomb, and as I understood it, I was not involved in the military
planning at that time, as I understood it, the bomb was to strike a
secret facility in Managua that was occupied by a foreign power. It
was an intelligence facility.

And this pilot, who had been a—if I am not mistaken, chief pilot
of the Nicaraguan Airline, came over—when he approached and he
dive-bombed an airliner from his former employer at Sandino Air-
port, he lost his life doing so, because the shock wave of the bomb
caused the plane to hit the tower over the terminal.

But that was just one example, among many, of the difficulties
that we experienced with Eden Pastora.

Mr. BARBADORO. Both you and your superiors at CIA headquar-
ters thought at that time it would be a %ood idea to build up the
Southern Front military forces, didn’t you

Mr. CastiLro. Well, in the long-range view——

Mr. BarBaporo. This was a good idea to have a strengthened
southern force?

Mr. CasTiLro. It would have been natural for the Southern Front
to exist, applying military pressure on the Sandinista army, to re-
lieve pressure from the—against the FDN.

P Mr.?BARBADORO. So it was a good idea to build up the Southern
ront!

Mr. CasTiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArRBADORO. It was also a good idea, you thought, to unite
the Southern Front with the FDN, isn’t that right?

Mr. CasrtiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. But is it fair to say that in the—once the Boland
Amendment came into effect, you had a problem and that problem
was you weren’t allowed to supply these Southern Front forces that
were fighting in southern Nicaragua?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, sir, with the Boland Amendment these
people had to exist, make it on their own until, if it came about,
there would be a reinstitution of their funding. That didn’t make
the plan that they had of unification of the military effort or any
of the other political activities--that didn’t change.

What changed was the way we had to deal with them. We no
longer had any leverage. We could no longer apply the influence as
a result of being able to give them that suﬁport, or at least the sup-
port that came through us and apply that leverage in political
areas.

In other words, my Frimary responsibility was the development
of a Democratic pluralistic political program with them to advise
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and guide them on gaining—telling their story to the world, that
these were Democrats, that they were trying to rescue their revolu-
tion. Obviously, there are many individual parochial interests that
these Nicaraguan politicians have. .

Our difficulty was with Boland, we were no longer able to influ-
ence that direction, especially in terms of unification.

Mr. BArBADORO. I don’t mean to cut you off, but isn't it true that
you were trying to get the Southern Front troops inside Nicaragua
fighting, and one of the e(sn-oblems you faced was how were these
troops going to be supplied once they got inside Nicaragua?

Mr. CasTiLro. No question.

Mr. BARBADORO. And you couldn’t supply them because of the
Boland Amendment?

Mr. CastiLLo. That is correct.

Mr. BARBADORO. And because they were independent from the
FDN, you had problems gettin% the FDN to share their more abun-
dant supplies with these forces?

Mr. CastiLro. Correct.

R_Mg. BARBADORO. When did Ambassador Tambs come to Costa
ica?

Mr. CastiLLo. July 1985.

Mr. BArBADORO. Did you have a conversation with him shortly
after he arrived there about the Southern Front?

Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes.

Mr. BARBADORO. What did he tell you?

Mr. CasTtirro. He [deleted] told us that his mandate was the cre-
ation of a Southern Front.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Did he say who gave him that mandate?

Mr. CasTiLLo. It is my impression he said Colonel North.

Mr. BArRBADORO. And he said—he gave you the impression that
he wanted to open up a Southern Front both politically and mili-
tarily, didn’t he?

Mr. CastiLLo. That was my impression.

Mr. BarBaDORO. Did he have any specific plans as to how he was
going to open up this Southern Front?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No.

Mr. BaArBaDORO. Did he ask you for any advice as to how to open
up this Southern Front?

Mr. CastiLLo. No. But I think that needs explanation.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Let me try to do it this way.

In your mind, at that period of time, you realized that if the
Southern Front forces were ever going to he supplied there would
be l? geed for an airstrip in Costa Rica to resupply them; isn’t that
right?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, that would have been one element.

Mr. BArBADORO. And I am not suggesting that you gave instruc-
tions to Ambassador Tambs about the airstrip. Would you agree
that you may have had some discussions in a general way with
Ambassador Tambs about the need for an airstrip if the CIA were
ever tg get back in the game of resupplying the Southern Front
troops

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes.

Mr. BARBADORO. Ambassador Tambs has testified—I believe I am
summarizing it correctly—that he got his instructions from you to
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go to the President of Costa Rica and get permission to have the
airstrip built.

Did you ever give such instructions to Ambassador Tambs?

T Mll‘)s ,CASTILDO. Regretfully, I must disagree with Ambassador
am ————

Mr. BArBADORO. What is your version?

Mr. CastiLLo. From the time he arrived for approximately 1
month, [deleted), I briefed him on the current state of the Nicara-

an situation, both internally and in Costa Rica—internally in

icaragua and Costa Rica, as well as all the other activities that
we were involved in.

These discussions were frequent throughout that month as he
was learning his job and meeting Costa Rican officials and reading
things in the press.

[Deleted]. I think at this 'Foint it is fair to comment that my first
impression of Ambassador Tambs was that he is a very forceful, ar-
ticulate, dynamic individual who perhaps felt the constraints of his
position, and whereas he would have liked to have been more in-
volved in action, which, of course, he could not be.

He felt very deeply the need, because at that time we were al-
ready a year into—or rather, the Resistance forces were already a
year into their period of deprivation, and certainly my reports on
their condition were not at all encouraging.

Furthermore, during that month, we each had many discussions
or conversations with [deleted] officials who constantly complained
about the activities of Pastora and Chamorro’s forces {deleted] just
over the border from Costa Rica, and the reaction of the Sandinis-
tas as a result of that presence.

They did cross the border. They did attack Costa Rican patrols.

So, about 1 month afterwards, Ambassador Tambs had occasion
to meet with [deleted]. [Deleted] they had discussed how to get
these peo}gle [deleted] into Nicaragua. And the obvious conclusion
is thla!:? they had to be supplied, and how do you supply these
people

ell, this coincided with [deleted] great preoccupation about
what was clearly an aggressive Sandinista attitude toward Costa
Rica in that they were making these attacks across the border.
bé\néi the result of that conversation is how the airstrip came
about.

Mr. BARBADORO. Is it fair to say the short answer, though, is you
didn’t tell Ambassador Tambs to go to President [deleted} and get
permission to have this airstrip built?

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct, sir. - - -

Mr. BarBaDORO. Could you turn to exhibit 1, please, and tell
me—exhibit 1 is a table dated 13 August 1985. Could you tell me
who wrote that?

Mr. CastiLvo. I did.

Mr. BARBADORO. And who did you send it to?

Mr. CastiLLo. Headquarters.

Mr. BARBADORO. And headquarters—that means that cable would
?Ziv;‘ one to the Chief of the Central American Task Force [C/

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. Among several other people?
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Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. And this cable describes that meeting on August
12th {deleted]? )

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir, based on his relating of the conversation.

Mr. BARBADORO. And this—what the cable says is that Ambassa-
dor Tambs obtained permission [deleted] to build the airstrip to re-
supply the Southern Front troops; isn’t that right?

r. CasTiLLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. It also makes reference to [deleted]?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir.

_ Mr. BARBADORO. You got a response to this cable, didn’t you?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. And is that response contained in exhibit 2?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArBADORO. What did that response tell you?

Mr. CastiLLo. That headquarters was pleased [deleted]. It also
said that the station, advised the station that neither CIA nor DOD
can become involved either directly or indirectly in assisting [delet-
ed] in implementing this new policy, and that while we were au-
thorized to share information with the Resistance, it would be per-
missible to brief them on this new [deleted] policy.

Mr. BarBADORO. Is it fair to say that it was your understanding
as a result of that cable that you couldn’t be involved in assisting
in the construction of the airstrip?

Mr. Castiuro. That is correct.

Mr. BARBADORO. You were speaking with Colonel North off and
on around this time, weren’t you?

Mr. CasTtiLLo. That is correct.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Did Colonel North ask you [deleted] to have this
airstrip built?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did he say anything to you about the need to
have an airstrip built?

Mr. CastiLLo. We may have talked about it in terms of what the
Resistance needs to be resupplied, but not in any specific way.

Mr. BARBADORO. Colonel North's travel records show that he
made a one-dai; trip to Costa Rica on, I believe it was August 10.
Do you recall that trip?

r. CasTiLLO. No, sir. [Deleted] I don’t recall it.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did you ever go to visit the site of this airstrip?

Mr. CasTiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. Where was the airstrip to be located?

Mr. CasTiLLo. On a peninsula on the northwest quadrant of
Costa Rica in an isolated area [deleted).

Mr. BARBADORO. Is that known as the Santa Elena Peninsula?

Mr. CastiLLo. Correct.

Mr. BarBaDORO. Is that airstrip—has it been referredtoas Point———

West?
Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes.
Mr. BARBADORO. Who chose the site of the airstrip?
Mr. CasTiLLo. {Deleted].
Mr. BARBADORO. When did you go to visit the airstrig, the site?
Mr. CasTiLLO. My best recol{ection is within 10 days, 2 weeks, or
so after [deleted].
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Mr. BARBADORO. And how did you come to visit the site?

Mr. CastiLro. On that day before I visited the site Ambassador
Tambs [deleted) introduced me to a person that I had only heard of,
but did not know, Robert Owen.

Mr. BarBabporo. What did he tell you about Robert Owen?

Mr. CastiLro. That he was a—I am using my own words—a
friend, collaborator of Colonel North’s.

Ovl:dr.?BARBADORO. And what did he want you to do with Rob
en’

Mr. CasTtiLLo. Well, after chatting about Owen—about the infor-
mation Owen had concerning the status of various Nicaraguan Re-
sistance groups that he was in touch with, the Ambassador men-
tioned [deleted] permission to build this airstrip and that [deleted]
had selected this site, and he suggested that Owen and I go up
there and take a look at it.

Well, I contacted [deleted] and asked him if this could be done
and he said he approved it, [deleted] the two of us to go up to the
site.

Mr. BArBADORO. Did anyone explain to you why Robert Owen
was going to look at the site of this airstrip?

Mr. CastiLLo. My recollection is that he would report back to
Colonel North about this site and the information that had been
given to him by Ambassador Tambs at that meeting that I had the
day before we went to the site.

Mr. BARBADORO. And when was it that you went to visit the site
of the airstrip?

Mr. CastiLLo. If this cable was written on August 19, which I
think is the date, then 1 would assume that it would have been
within 2 weeks of the writing of this—13th of August. So, I would
say sometime in late August 1985. But that is a guess.

Mr. BarBaporo. What happened when you got to the site of the
airstrip?

Mr. CasrtiLLo. The colonel and I walked around with Rob Owen,
who took pictures of the land. He did not have a camera with him,
by the way, and that morning—the morning we went up there, 1
borrowed a camera from my wife, sort of a small little 35 mm with
a fixed lense.

With that he took the pictures, and he took the film back to
Washington with him.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did you ever learn what happened to these pho-
tographs?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes.

Mr. BArRBADORO. What happened to them?

Mr. CasrtiLLo. Colonel North told me sometime after that that he
had seen the film—the pictures, the photographs—and that he

I place for-a-refueling or resupply base loca-
tion.

Mr. BArBADORO. Did he ever tell you that he had shown the pho-

aphs to other people?
r. CastiLLe. No.

Mr. BARBADORO. Sometime that fall, did you come to meet a man
who was identified to you as Mr. Olmstead?

Mr. CasrtiLro. Yes.
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Mr. BarBaporo. Did you get any notification that he would be
coming down to Costa Rica before he arrived?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Who told you he would be coming down?

Mr. CastiLro. Colonel North.

Mr. BarBaDORO. What did Colonel North tell you he would be
doing in Costa Rica?

Mr. CasTiLLo. That Mr. Olmstead would be contacting the owner
of the property and negotiate with him for the purchase or lease or
permission to use this property.

Mr. BarBADORO. When, approximately, was it that you first met
Mr. Olmstead?

Mr. CastiLLo. Within several weeks—10 days, several weeks -
after Owen went back to Washin%:on with the film.

Mr. BARBADORO. Mr. Olmstead has one eye, correct?

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Did you later learn his real name?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes.
~ Mr. BArRBADORO. What——

Mr. CastiLLo. I think I learned—I think Colonel North told me
his name before he came down and then said that he would be
coming down—that is the only time he ever mentioned it, but then
said he would be using the name “Robert Olmstead.”

Mr. BARBADORO. at did he tell you was the person’s real
name?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Haskell.

R'M;‘ BARBADORO. What did Olmstead do when he got to Costa
ica?

Mr. CastiLLo. He contacted Mr. Joseph Hamilton.

Mr. BARBADORO. Who was the owner of the land on which the
airstrip was to be built, correct?

Mr. CastiLLo. That is right.

Mr. BarBaDORO. Did he keep you informed of his negotiations
with Mr. Hamilton?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, he did.

Mr. BArBADORO. Did he eventually buy or lease the land for the
airstrip from Mr. Hamilton?

Mr. CasTiLLo. I understand that he did.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Do you know what he paid for it?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir. I have heard the term “50,000,” but I don't
know how that sum figures into whatever the lease-purchase ar-
rangement was.

r. BARBADORO. You don’t know the details of the agreement?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir, I don't.

Mr. BaArBaDORO. How many times did you see Mr. Olmstead in
Costa Rica?

—Mr.

;maybe four times for breakfast in the morn- ... __

ing.

i‘lr. BArRBADORO. And it was your understanding that he was
iiovg; there, his primary role was to negotiate the purchase of the
and?

Mr. CasrtiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. And once that land was purchased or leased, did
you see Mr. Olmstead again?

o
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Mr. CasmiLro. No, sir.

Mr. BarBaDORO. Did Colonel North later tell you that somebody
else would be coming down?

Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes.

Mr. BARBADORO. Who was that?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Rafael Quintero.

Mr. BARBADORO. And when did you first see Mr. Quintero?

Mr. CastiLLo. As I recall, the negotiations between Mr. Olmstead
and Mr. Hamilton were rather protracted for a variety of reasons.
It seems to me that Mr. Quintero did not arrive in Costa Rica until
perhaps October, possibly even November.

Mr. BARBADORO. What was his role to be in regards to the air-

strip?

Nfr. CASTILLO. Resmnsible for the construction of it.
; I\?dr. BARBADORO. o did you think Mr. Quintero was working

or? :

Mr. CastiLro. Colonel North.

Mr. BARBADORO. And——

Mr. CastiLLo. Excuse me, that he was referred to me by Colonel
ll;[orst;ll. I didn’t know whom he was working for or who was paying

is salary.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Did you ever have any idea where the money
was coming from to buy and build this airstrip?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did you ever ask Colonel North?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir. '

Mr;?. BaArBADORO. When did construction get underway for the air-
strip

Mr. CastiLro. I think it was in November 1985. It could have
been later. It could have been December. The fact that the area
was 80 isolated made it almost impossible to get any kind of grader
or bulldozer in and in fact Mr. Quintero, as he reported back to me,
or told me later, had consulted with [deleted). He made an arrange-
ment with [deleted] who had accompanied Owen and I up to the
site originally in my visit up there.

Mr. BARBADORO. That is [deleted]? ’

Mr. CasrtiLro. [Deleted]. They had to bring a bulldozer in about
20 kilometers over some of the roughest terrain in Costa Rica just
to get it in there and the purpose of it, of the bulldozer was to
grade this strip. . :

Mr. BARBADORO. And when was the strip completed?

Mr. CasTiLLo. It was never completed.

Mr. BarBaDoro. How long did construction continue on this

strip?
NFr. CasTiLro. Off and on until March of 1986.

—_ Mr. BArBADORO. Other than the cable contained in exhibit 1 did
f'ou report anything about the construction of the airstrip to CIA
awyers through normal cable channels?

r. CastiLro. No, sir.
Mr. BARBADORO. Do you recall a conversation with Assistant Sec-
retary of State Abrams about the construction of the airstrip?
Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.
Mr. BARBADORO. When was that conversation?



17

Mr. CastiLro. I think he had just assumed that position when he
made a visit [deleted] but I cannot recall the date. It was sometime
between—between September and October 1985. But it is a ’fuess

Mr. Bakuaporo. Who was present during that conversation

Mr. CasTtiLLo. Two station officers.

Mr. BARBADORO. And what ha%pened in the conversation?

Mr. CastiLLo. At the end of the briefing that we gave Assistant
Secretary Abrams he turned to me and asked me about Point
West—‘“tell me about Point West.”

I was, frankly, 3uite surprised that he would ask about Point
West because I did not know how he would have known that I
knew about Point West, since it was a—I thought it was a compart-
mented subject.

Mr. BArBADORO. And what did you say to him when he men-
tioned Point West?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, I exglained that [deleted]; what happened so
far; that I don’t think at that time there had been—I don't believe
that the negotiation for the place had even been completed. I don’t
think by that time construction had begun.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did he say how he learned of Point West?

Mr. CasriLro. I asked him how he had learned about it and he
said that Colonel North told him about it. I then asked him if the
Chief of the Central American Forces knew about—also knew, and
he said he did.

Mr. BArRBADORO. During the time the airstrip was being con-
structed were you reporting to Colonel North about what was going
on with the airstrip?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. BarBaporO. You did not have any discussions with him
about it?

Mr. CastiLro. No, I assumed that that was Mr. Quintero’s re-
sponsibility.

Mr. BArBADORO. And the only trip you ever made to the site of
the airstrip was that first trip [deleted], is that right?

Mr. CastiLro. To the actual site, yes. I went to a site nearby,
about 3 or 4 kilometers away, on another occasion, but not to that
site ever again.

Mr. BARBADORO. Other than that one trip that you made with
Rob Owen to the actual site, did you have anything else to do with

the construction of that airstrip?

Mr. CasrtiLro. No, sir.

Mr. BarBADORO. Was there a reason why you didn't report on
the airstrip to your supervisors at CIA Headquarters?

Mr. CastiLro. I felt that my position regarding what I considered
a rather sensitive activity was one of just passively monitoring it. I
felt that this was an activity in which the Ambassador had taken

PERTERN
Faladl

an interest for the reasons I have already—sﬁm‘tﬁaf‘a@law-
had taken an interest because of an overriding concern about the

resence of these people [deleted], the Nicaraguan Resi:tance [de-
eted]; and I felt that my position was one of observer rather than
active participant.

-In other words, these people could have done all of this without
anything, any involvement of my own. I also considered the possi-
bility, and very strongly so, that once funding was resumed, that in
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fact CIA might take over this airstrip and use it in our own air
resupply operations.

Mr. BarBaDORO. Who did you think was going to be using this
airstrip while it was being constructed?

Mr. CastiLLo. Oh, there was no question, once Rob Owen was in-
volved—because he, in my mind, was a private, connected to the
private benefactors—it was clear to me that Mr. Quintero, who also
represented private benefactors, and that this was being built by
private benefactors, American private benefactors.

Mr. BARBADORO. But it was being coordinated by Colonel North?

Mr. CastiLro. Oh, yes.

Mr. BARBADORO. OK.

Mr. CasTiLLo. So my involvement was one of, at least as I tried
to keep it, the sideline spectator in protecting the Ambassador’s in-
terests so that he did not do anything which might be considered
improper, protecting [deleted] interest, [deleted], so I had public re-
lations interests there as well; and furthermore there was the
thought in my mind, and perhaps even at the Washington level,
that this site, although built by private benefactors, might one day
down the line be uses by CIA air operations.

Now, what happened obviously, as the airstrip was never com-
pleted, [deleted] decided against its use, so nothing ever came of it.

Mr. BARBADORO. You mentioned that it occurred to you that the
CIA might end up taking over the airstrip, in fact didn’t Colonel
North once suggest to you that he hoped the CIA might pick up the
tab for this?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Did there come a——

Mr. CastiLro. That was after, long afterwards.

N!?r. BARBADORO. Sorry, what period of time did he suggest that to
you

Mr. CastiLro. This was after the airstrip was being con—was in
the process of being constructed. My idea was that hopefully that
funding would be resumed earlier and that, in fact, we could take
over for the private benefactors and complete it a lot faster than
the rate that it was being constructed at that time.

Mr. BarBADORO. Did there come a time when Colonel North sug-

ested to you that he might be able to help in the resupply of the
uthern Front troops?
——Mr. CastiLro. Yes, -

Mr. BARBADORO. When was that?

Mr. CasriLLo. an 1986.

Mr. BARBADORO. Was that in a telephone conversation or a face-
to-face visit?

Mr. CasTtiLro. I don’t remember.

Mr. BARBADORO. What did he say that he thought he could do?

change, and so what I am giving you is my impression, and it is my
impression that he said that supplies could be delivered to the
Southern Force.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did he say how that was going to be done?

Mr. CasTiLro. By air.

Mr. BARBADORO. Who was going to do it?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Private benefactors.
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Mr. BArBADORO. Did he specify who?

Mr. CastiLLo. No. At no time did he ever si« cify who.

Mr. BarBADORO. Did he suggest to you whai your role could be in
assisting with this effort?

Mr. Castiuro. Passing information about drop zones and time
which we would obtain from the commanders inside Nicaragua.

Mr. BArRBADORO. And how would you do that? How would you
obtain the drop zone information from the commanders inside
Nicaragua?

Mr. CasTiLro. I have to set the stage for that.

Mr. BARBADORO. Sure, do that, please. .

Mr. CastiLro. With the $27 million in Nicaraguan humanitarian
assistance and the $3 million in communications equipment, train-
ing assistance, we were able to provide the Southern Front com-
manders with some measure of communications equipment and
communications security, equipment and training. So we estab-
lished [deleted] a clandestine communications center [deleted].

But they were able—we were able then to establish communica-
tions between, secure communications between the commanders
who were inside Nicaragua, generally in an area [deleted).

As a result of this communications link, we were able to obtain
information about areas where they were and that they had under
temporary control, I would say temporary control means 48 hours
and no more, because of the pressure of the Sandinista military op-
erations, where an airdrop might be made.

Mr. BArRBADORO. And once you obtained this information, what
did Colonel North want you to do with it?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, to relay it to the private benefactors, who
flew the airplanes to make the deliveries.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Did he tell you where they would be flying from
in this conversation?

Mr. CastiLLo. At the beginning I don’t think he did, but eventu-
alllall learned it was [deleted).

r. BARBADORO. You had received a KL-43 sometime——

Mr. CasTirro. Yes, sir.

.t?Mr. BARBADORO. When is your best estimate as to when you got
1t?

Mr. CasTiLvLo. Late January, early February 1986.

Mr. BArBADORO. Who gave it to you?

- - Mr, CASTILLO. intero.

Mr. BarBaporo. Did Colonel North tell you that it would be
coming down?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes. It is firmly fixed in my mind that it was
Rafael Quintero that brouﬁlt the KL-43 to me {deleted].

Although I understand Mr. Owen testified that he delivered it. I
have no recollection of that.

1.

Did you come to understand that you would be using this KL-43
to relay drop zone information from the Southern Front command-
ers to the private benefactors at [deleted])?

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct, and the other way as well, when
the private benefactors decided that they could fly the airplane, I
would relay that through the Southern Front communications
center [deleted] to the commanders.
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Mr. Barsaboro. Who did you use this KL-43 to communicate
with?

Mr. CastiLro. Colonel North and Mr. Quintero.

Mr. BArBADORO. No one else?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No one else.

Mr. BARBADORO. Is it fair to say that normally if you were to get
communications equipment like that you would get it through CIA
channels?

Mr. CastiLro. Sir, I have never been in a situation like this
before, so I really can’t say except that obviously I was accepting
this equipment from the Deputy Director for Political Affairs of the
National Security Council. The equipment had a label on it saying
Klropirty of the U.S. Government. [Deleted] it came from Colonel

orth.

Mr. BArBADORO. Is it fair to say that it was without precedent
that you would get equipment like that from the National Security
Council staff as o%)posed to the CIA?

Mr. CastiLro. 1 can only speak from a personal standpoint. It
was the only experience that I ever had.

Mr. BArBADORO. And the only experience that you ever had

“having a private citizen deliver this equipment?

Mr. CasTtiLro. That was asked of me in a deposition before. I took
a lot of faith in what Colonel North said and I did not know what
the security clearance procedures are of the NSC and I accepted
Colonel North’s word as I think anyone in my position would possi-
bly have done, and so I assumed he was cleared by virtue of his
relationship with Colonel North.

Mr. BarBaporo. Did Colonel North tell you that you were not
supposed to tell anyone else that you had received this equipment?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir.

_t?Mr. BArBADORO. He never said don’t tell people at the CIA about
i

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. BArBADORO. Did you tell people at the CIA about it when
you first got it?

Mr. CastiLLo. When I first fOt it, no.

Mr. BArBADORO. Did you tell anybody in CIA that you were going
to be working with Colonel North in passing this information from
private benefactors to Southern Front commanders and vice versa?

Mr. CasTiLLo. At the beginning, no.

Mr. BArBADORO. I am going to get to the point where you did tell
people, but I want to turn to something else briefly.

Turn to exhibit 6 and I only want to ask you about the first page
of the exhibit. You have been shown this exhibit in the last couple
of days, haven’t you?

Mr. CasTiiro i

Mr. BArBADORO. It is a KL-43 message from Colonel North. Did
North ever sign messages to you as Goode?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did you know that he had used that name?

Mr. CasTtiLrLo. He told me that.

Mr. BARBADORO. I want to first refer you to the second from the
last line in the message. The message says ‘please make sure that
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ghtg;lis ,}'etransmitted via this channel to [Castillo), Ralph, Sat, and
e.

[Castillo] here is [Mr. Castillo], isn't it—you?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

M?r. BARBADORO. Did you ever get this message retransmitted to
you

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. BarBADORO. This message refers to a proposed resuptg}{
flight involving an L-100 that would fly from [deleted] in [dele J
to {deleted] and then that a C-123 would be loaded at [deleted] an

. flown to the Southern Front commanders, and from the context of

the message, it would take place between April 9 and April 11. Do
you recall any proposed drop around that time?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. And it involved an L-100?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir. It involved a flight from [deleted] to [delet-
ed]. I didn’t know that it had anything to do with [deleted] or
where it was coming from, that it was coming from [deleted]. I
learned subu?luentl that other flights came from [deleted], but I
didn’t know where this one originated.

Mr. BArBADORO. I want to read to you starting from the second
line of the message, and I want to ask you some questions about
some things in the message. The line begins, “We had planned to
do a material drop from the supplies we are bringing into [deleted],
but the units headed by [deleted] and [deleted] cannot wait.”

Those three names are Southern Front commanders?

Mr. CastiLro. Correct.

Mr. BARBADORO. The next line is, “Have therefore developed an
alternative plan which [C/CATF] has been briefed on and in which
he concurs.” Do you know who [C/CATF] is?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. Who is that?

Mr. CastiLro. It is a pseudonym used by the Chief of the Central
American Task Force.

Mr. BarBADORO. The sentence says that he has been briefed on
the plan, and he concurs in the plan. Did you know that—did you
know whether ‘[C/CATI'], the Chief of the Central American Task
Force, was briefed on this plan and concurred in this plan?

Mr. CastiLro. I don’t know that he was briefed, by Colonel

- North. However, he had information from me in staff channel traf-

fic that the Southern Front was expected to receive a resupply by
air.

Mr. BArBADORO. Would he be in a position to approve a plan
such as that?

This m e says he approved the plan. Your messages were
just to notify him and to request information?

Mr. Ca y i t. My request to him did not ask for

approval. My request to him or to the—excuse me, to headquarters,
was only for ﬂig t information to be passed to the private benefac-
tors. So it wasn’t our plan for him to approve or disapprove.

Mr. BArBADORO. I will read the next sentence.

The L-100 which flies from [deleted) to [deleted] on Wednesday should terminate
its NHAO mission on arrival at [deleted). At that point it should load the supplies
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at [deleted] which theoretically, (deleted], is assembling today at [deleted], and take
them to [(deleted].

g?eleted] is the Chief of the Station in [deleted], correct?
r. CasTILLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArBADORO. Do you know whether he was in any way assist-

ing the loading of resupply flights?
r. CasTiLLo. I do not know.

Mr. BARBADORO. You have no knowledge——

Mr. CasTiLLo. No knowledge whatsoever.

Mr. BARBADORO. In support of the resupply effort?

Mr. CasTiLro. No.

Mr. BARBADORO. Do you know whether this proposed plan was
ever put into effect?

Mr. CastiLro. I know that an L-100 aircraft delivered 20,000
pounds of lethal material to the Southern Front commanders on or
about April——

Mr. BARBADORO. Tenth?

Mr. CastiLLo. Tenth.

Mr. BARBADORO. And lyou reported on that drop to CIA headguar-
ters in the normal intelligence reports that you file, didn't you?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir. When the equipment was delivered——
was picked up by the commanders and inventoried.

Mr. BarBADORO. At the beginning of the message, it says, ‘“‘We
had planned to do a material drop.” Were you involved in planning
as to when to do drops?

Mr. CasriLro. No, sir.

Mr. BArBADORO. Do you know if Colonel North was invovled in
planning to do drops?

Mr. CasTiLro. I don’t know.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Later in the message it refers to a drop zone co-
ordinate and also says where the aircraft should penetrate Nicara-

a. Do you know where Colonel North would have gotten that in-
ormation?

Mr. CasTiLLo. The drop zone information would have come from
the Southern Front commanders through the clandestine communi-
cations center in [deleted) by KL-43 from me to either Quintero—
no, to Quintero and presumably from Quintero to North. However,
that was a very precarious situation because the Scuthern Front
commanders could not hold a drop zone for more than 48 hours at
a time, so what was valid today might not be valid 3 or 4 days from
now.

When the commanders did convey this information to me I sent
on this occasion a cable to headquarters telling them that the
Southern Front commanders were expecting a resupply flight from
the private benefactors and requested flight information, flight
path information, vectors, based on the coordinates of the drop
zone and hostile risk situation based on headquarters information
h t d be _passed to the crew. And on this occasion, I did .

at.

Headquarters responded with a lengthy and very complete cable
with all the inf&rmation, and so I assumed in answer to your short

uestion, that Colonel North knew this information by virtue of
the fact that headquarters already had it and knew the coordinates
of the drop zone as it is stated in his message.
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Mr. BArBaporo. And both your request to headquarters and
headquarters’ response, those cables are contained in exhibit 4, cor-
rect, which you have already had a chance to review? ]

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes. The first cable of exhibit 4 is my outgoing.
The second cable is headquarters’ response with all of the flight

ath, vector, hostile risk—no, excuse me—it has the flight path in-
ormation, yes. OK. Flight path information.

Mr. BArBADORO. I am going to get to those exhibits in a minute,
but I want to ask you a few questions about the resupply operation.
ﬂWhgnq did the operation actually get underway, when was its first

ight? _

r. CasTiLLO. This was the first flight——

Mr. BARBADORO. And——

Mr. CastiLLo. —of lethal supplies. There were one, probably two
gg;liet:nf_lights with nonlethal humanitarian supplies funded by the

million.

Mr. BArBADORO. How many successful flights in total were there
from [deleted] to the Southern Front forces?

Mr. CastiLLo. To the best of my recollection, sir, including this
one, nine.

Mr. BArBADORO. The first one you have just described. When was
the last one?

Mr. CasTiLro. I believe it was September 23, 1986,

Mr. BARBADORO. And all but two of those nine drops occurred in
September. Is that right?

r. CastiLro. All but three.

Mr. BARBADORO. All but three, excuse me, occurred in Septem-
ber. Is it fair to say that there were problems in getting the oper-
ation functioning &mferly?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, yes, sir, because the first one occurred in
April. The next two occurred in June, May, June or July, in that
space of time, and then there was the whole period of July-August
in which there were no flights at all.
¢ 11};&. BARBADORO. Were there also attempts that were unsuccess-
ul?

Mr. CasTiLLO. Ma‘r}"\i1

Mr. BARBADORO. at was the reason why these attempts were
unsuccessful?

Mr. CastiLLo. Mainly because of decrepit aircraft, unskilled
pilots, no equipment for radar or navigational equipment—may I
take a moment?

Mr. BARBADORO. Sure.

Mr. CasTtiLLo. Drops, several drops that were made, parts of the
drops were never found. If there were eight bundles, maybe they
recovered five, possibly six. The only way that pilots could identify
the drop zone was if the people on the ground lit bonfires. There
was no—they had no ability to navigate right to the place where

——————they-were-supposed.-to, 8o the way it would work is the communica- .. _
tions center in [deleted] would tell them the airdrop is due between
2:00 and 2:30 a.m., please light your bonfires 15 minutes before and
keep them burning for 15 minutes afterwards of the period when
the drop is ex .

Then the plane, if it got to the area at all, would circle, an ever-

widening circle, to try to spot the bonfires on the ground. Obvious-
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ly, if it is raining, this is a jungle, a rain forest or tropical ,ungle,
you don’t always find wood that will burn, you don’t have kerosene
or gasoline because of where they are located, so it was gimply by
chance that they could keep the fires burning for an hour, and
then the{l would have to be big enough.

So if they saw it, they made the drop. This resulted in the fact
that later on in September, some of the drops were made in day-
time because that was the only way they could spot where the drop
zone was due to the fact that they didn’t have nav%gational equip-
ment, which eventually led to the C-123, on which Hasenfus was a
crew member, to be shot down.

We would never have rin in CIA an airdrop operation in the
middle of the day in enemy territory and using the same flight
path six or seven times in a row.

Mr. BARBADORO. So there were problems in locating the drop
zones, there were problems with the equipment on the aircraft, and
there were problems with the condition of the aircraft, and all of
those problems caused the missions not to work very well, at least
until September of 1986?

M;d CastiLLo. Yes, sir, or that was the case throughout the
period.

Mr-BARrRBADORO. What was your role in these resupply flights?

Mr. CasrtiLLo. Passing information.

Mr. BarBaDORO. You would obtain information from the South-
ern Front commanders and relay it via KL-43 to Quintero and
relay information from Quintero to the Southern Front?

Mr. Castirro. That is correct.

Mr. BarBaDporo. You also for several nights requested flight
vector information, weather reports and intelligence from CIA
headquarters, didn't you?

Mr. CasTiLro. For the first flights, that is correct.

Mr. BARBADORO. And in three of the four cases you received re-
sponses from headquarters with the information you requested?

Mr. Casrtirro. That is correct.

Mr. BArBADORO. And those cables with your requests and the
agency responses are contained in exhibit 4, is that right?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArBADORO. You also filed intelligence reports with head-
quarters of each successful flight that was made?

Mr. CasTtiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BarBaporo. Those intelligence reports listed what was
dropped and to whom it was dropped?

r. CastiLLo. Well, it listed what the commanders relayed to us
that they had actually found.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Could you look at exhibit 5? Are those the intel-
ligence reports for the flights that you filed?

Mr. CasmiLLo. Yes, sir. | j'ust happened to see a—one paragraph
here in which it says that [deleted] reported that three out of seven
bundles of supplies which had been airdropped to him had been
lost in the river because they missed the drop zone. It doesn't say
that, but that is wh‘}j

Mr. BArRBADORO. Did you say anything in these intelligence re-
ports about what your role was in the resupply operation?
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Mr. CastiLLo. No. That wouldn’t normally be the case in an in-
telligence report. :

Mr. BArBADORO. How would you normally notify headquarters of
your role in an operation like this?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Again, this was a rather unique situation. I report-
ed my role to the Division Chief designate, [C/LA], in April 1986,
after that first flight, and told him how I was doing it, and I ex-
plained to him that I felt that, first of all, I really did not like the
idea of being so involved in this situation simply because—not for
aniy reason other than I didn’t have the time.

had so many other duties, and this really tied me down to have
to be up until 2:00 or 3:00 o’clock in the morning sometimes, coordi-
nating the drop zone and so forth. , o

And there was also—] wanted some specific reassurance on the
legality of passing this information, even though I was, and I still
am, convinced that this—that my activity was legal and proper ac-
cording to what was permitted at that time under Boland—under
the Boland Amendment—but I felt that even so, it was still more
appropriately a Nicaraguan situation rather than an agency situa-
tion in that since there was the private benefactor element.

And so, I brought it up to [C/LA] at that time, after this first
flight, and he said he would go back to Washington, look into it,
and let me know.

Mr. BARBADORO. Let’s put this in context.

The person you are referring to at that time currently is the
Chief of the Latin American Division of the CIA.

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. And the meeting that you are describing oc-
curred in April of 1986?

Mr. CasTtiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. It occurred [deleted], didn’t it?

Mr. CastirLo. In my office [deleted).

Mr. BARBADORO. And that was either shortly before or shortly
after [C/LA] assumed his position?

Mr. CasmiLro. He assumed his position on 1 May.

Mr. BARBADORO. Do you know why he was in [deleted]?

.Mr. CastiLLo. Orientation trip.

Mr. BArBADORO. What did you tell him during that meeting
about your role in the resupp}y operation?

Mr. Castiuro. I told him I was relaying information from the
Southern Front commanders and sendingmi‘t to the private benefac-
tors via the KL-43, which I had it in a TRW bag that it comes in
behind my desk.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did you point to the KL-43?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did you tell him where you got the KL-43?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BarBADORO. Did you tell him it came from Colonel North?

Mr. CasrtiLLo. Yes, sir. :

Mr. BARBADORO. What was his reaction when you told him?

Mr. CastiLLo. My impression of his reaction was he was uncer-
tain of what to do with the information. I had given him a compli-
cated situation, so he responded that he would go back to Washing-
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?n, look into it, and let me know about what I had raised with
im.

Mr. BArRBADORO. He didn't tell you to stop using the KL-43s?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir. He asked me if I was keeping the Ambas-
sador informed and I said, yes, I am.

Mr. BArBADORO. Had you told Ambassador Tambs that you were
using a KL-43 given you by Colonel North?

Mr. CasTtiLLo. I don’t think I described it as a KL-43. In fact, I
didn’t know the terminology until this year, but that I was commu-
nicating with Colonel North and that I was passing information on
these resupply things, yes.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did you tell Ambassador Tambs that you had
gotten the secure communication device from Colonel North?

Mr. CasTiLro. No.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did you later hear from [C/LA] about whether
you could continue using that device?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. When was that?

Mr. CastiLLo. At a Chief of Station meeting in [deleted] in May
1986 or about 5 weeks after I raised the problem with him.

Mr. BARBADORO. And that was a meeting of the Chiefs of Stations
of the Central American region with [C/LA] and {C/CATF].

Mr. CastiLro. Well, that was—yes, but at the particular meeting
where we raised this point only three Chiefs, ([C/CATF] and [C/LA},
were present.

Mr. BArBADORO. And who were the Chiefs that were present by
position?

Mr. CastiLLo. [Deleted] and myself.

Mr. BARBADORO. And what were you told in this meeting?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, [C/LA), my recollection of the meeting is [C/
LA) when we were all together said [Castillo] has a problem and
we have got to fix it and how can we get this information from the
Southern Front commanders to the private benefactors without
going through—without going through us.

And so we discussed various ways that we might be able to do it
and I suggested that a Nicaraguan Resistance communicator be
trained in the use of the equipment, of radio equipment, and the
code pads, not the KL-43 [deleted), but their own system, and that
we place this communicator at [deleted] and then the Nicaraguan
communicator in [deleted] can communicate directly with the clan-
destine communications center in [deleted] and relay messages
from the commanders back directly to between them and the Nica-
raguan communicator at [deleted] could interface with the private
. benefactors directly and then we would be essentially cut out of the
operation. We would still, of course, have received the information
because we monitored the activities of the communication center
since we were the communications advisers. So we still would have
derived the benefit of the information transmission without having
been involved in the actual passing of that information.

Mr. BArRBADORO. And was that promise acceptable to everybody
in the meeting?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes.
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Mr. BARBADORO. Was it discussed as to who was going to train
this communicator and who was going to pay for him to be located
in [deleted]?

Mr. CasTiLro. That was to be proposed under the funding we had
received under the communication equipment provision of the
funding period that we were under, [deleted].

Mr. BArRBADORO. So you assumed that the expense would be
borne by the Central Intelligence Agency?

Mr. CasriLro. Oh, yes, sir.

Mr. BarBADORO. Did anybody say anything to you at this meet-
ing about what Colonel North’s role was in the resupply operation
and whether that was appropriate and whether it was appropriate
for you to be communicating with Colonel North in the way that
you were?

Mr. CastiLro. No.

Mr. BArBADORO. Nothing was said about Colonel North?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, not that I recall.

Mr. BArRBADORO. What was done to implement this proposal?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, we selected an individual [deleted).

We then trained him in the use of the particular radio equip-
ment and how to encipher and decipher using one-time pads, and
then I communicated with the Chief of Station in {deleted] to see
how this fellow could get a visa, because [deleted), it was rather dif-
ficult for these people to come and go in these various Central
American countries without some documentation. And as I recall,
we were all set to do this.

It took about 6 weeks or so, but finally, through various means,
we were able to get the appropriate visa and documentation and he
had the radio equipment—or he had the—his training was complet-
ed. And on July 12, after much back and forth, I received a cable
which instructed me to stand down on the operation of sending the -
communicator to [deleted).

Mr. BARBADORO. Who sent you that cable?

Mr. CasmiLro. Headquarters.

Mr. BArRBADORO. The Central American Task Force head?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BarBaDORO. Did they explain why you were to stand down
on the proposal?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArRBADORO. What did they say?

Mr. CastiLro. They said, essentially for political considerations,
that we were close to a vote, we didn’t want to do anything to jeop-
ardize the outcome of the vote, and, therefore, that this moving
this fellow [deleted] for this function was—I don’t recall the exact
wording of the cable, but that is close.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Did the cable telling you to stand down on the
proposal for the communicator also tell you to stop relaying infor-
fx.ng:.(i’on?from the Southern Front commanders to the private bene-

actors

Mr. CastiLLo. I would have to see the cable, but that wasn’t my
impression.

r. BARBADORO. Were you given any instructions to stop using
the KL-43?
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Mr. CastiLLo. Well, it was understood that—at least I understood
that it—for political considerations, that this was—this could give
us trouble, and, therefore, I should not pass information. I should
avoid that situation.

Now, obviously during July and August, we were not getting—
there was no—the private benefactors were incapable of delivering
an aﬁ, so it was sort of an academic point.

r. BARBADO:t0. But you did continue to use the KL-43 in Sep-
tember?

Mr. CastiLo. Well, in September, early September, Colonel
North advised me that they were—that the fnrivate benefactors
were ready to empty out the warehouses in [deleted). I don’t recall
if he said it or I assumed it, but the vote had already taken place
in the House and the Senate on the resumption of funding, and I
think it was still scheduled to go to conference at that point. And
so,fI assume that the political considerations were really no longer
a factor.

So, I resumed passing the information and reported it—the re-
sults to headquarters—which, in turn, did not say “stop’—and
when they saw the second flight, they didn’t say “stop,” and, of
course, we were reporting it each delivery as it occurred, and I did
not receive from headquarters any instruction to stop passing the
information.

Mr. BARBADORO. But let’s be clear. You reported the fact drops
had been made in those cables.

Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes.

Mr. BArBADORO. You were not reporting the fact that you were
again using the KL-43 to communicate——

Mr. CasTtiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. —the drop zone information?

Mr. CastiLLo. I let them assume that because they knew the
communicator that we had originally planned to send to [deleted]
had not gone.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Although you filed intelligence reports after
these drops were made, you did not request flight vector informa-
tion from headquarters for these flights as you had with the earlier
flights. Why was that?

r. CasTiLLo. Because the private benefactors themselves could
not really use this information. The information that I requested,
the flight path and vector information, was for an L-100 flight
which had the fuel capacity to go the route which headquarters
had recommended [deleted] to the drop zone area, then back, on
completion of the drop [deleted].

The planes that they were using were C-Ts and C-123s. The C-
123 simply wasn’t capable of flying that distance to avoid Sandi-
nista air defenses, so the private benefactors on their own decided
to Df}y [deleted]—a very dangerous route. )

r. B4arBADORO. I am going to show you the cable in a moment,
it is being passed out now, where you were told to stand down on
the proposal, and we will discuss that.

Let me ﬁo on, and I will come back to it. Are you aware of some
resupply flights that stopped to refuel at [deleted] International

Airport)
lﬂfr?rémm Yes, sir.
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Mr. BArBADORO. How many flights did that?

Mr. CastiLLo. Two.

Mr. BARBADORO. When were they?

Mr. CastiLLo. They were the two that occurred during that May-
June period—excuse me, 1 am not sure. I think they were, but it
may have been one or two of the flights in September, so I just—
my recollection is vague on that.

r. BARBADORO. Ambassador Tambs, I believe, testified that you
went to him and told him to get approval for these flights to land.
Did you do that?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. BArRBADORO. What was your role in facilitating these refuel-
inﬁ at [deleted) International Airport?

r. CasTiLLO. Mr. Quintero told me that the C-123s to carry the
load, that they wanted to send, could not carry the fuel that would
enable two aircraft to make a full round trip without refueling. At
some point I had learned that the aircraft they were using, the C-
123 camouflage aircraft, was identical to a (deleted] Air National
[((}‘ufr&d ‘])lane which frequently made training flights [deleted] to

eleted). .

With that in mind, I suggested to Mr. Quintero that he file a
flight—that the aircraft file a legitimate legal flight plan, fly into
[deleted] International Airport, taxi np to the flight service ramp,
get refueled, pt;y for their fuel, cash for their fuel, file a flight plan

ack to [deleteqa] or to [deleted], and treat it as simpl¥ any other
flight that would have come in to [deleted] International. 4

did stipulate to him that under no circumstances should that
aircraft landa[deleted] with any lethal weapons onboard ¢r any
lethal material at all. I recall he asked me if they would be permit-
ted to carry personal weapons since they would need them in the
event they crashed in Nicaragua, and I answered in the negative.

Well, when he told me this, I said, “When are you thinking of
doing it?”’ And I believe it was for one of the September flights
rather than the Mag-June flight. I went to the Ambassador, and I
said, “Mr. Ambassador, the private benefactors need to refuel their
aircraft, and this is what I told them to do.” I said, “I want to alert
you to it because it does have some flap potential.”

He said, “Is there anything we can do to help them?” I said, “No,
because we really shouldn’éget involved in this.” He said, “Well,
what if we have the [deleted), military assistance group—officers
out at the airport just to stand by and watch just to see if any prob-
lem comes up.

So, as I understand his instructions to them, they went out there
and simply observed, did not become involved, were just there in
case something went arxgyi, ard that they subsequently reported
back to me, and I re to the Ambassador that the flight had
landed, refueled and left without incident.

There was no involvement in our—on the part of the mission to
obtain permission or to in any viay facilitate the refueling of that
aircraft. It was obvious that what we were dcing is taking advan-
tage of the perception on the part of the flight service Keo%lle who
thought that this was another flight from the [deleted} Air Nation-.
al Guard when, in fact, it wasn’t. But the crew was never ques-
tioned, it was just sort of taken for granted.

75-4210 - 88 - 2
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It worked once, and it worked the second time.

Mr. BARBADORO. So no permission was asked for or obtained, yo
sinblfly had the flight land and refuel? ;

r. CastiLLo. That is correct. »

Mr. BArRBADORO. And your instructions to the private benefactors
was that they could not come into the airport with any weapons?

Mr. CasrtiLro. That is correct.

Mr. BARBADORO. So——
- Mr. CasTiLLo. And I recall that in at least one of those two

flights, because they could not find the drop zone and because of
the instructions, that they could not land with that equipment,
that they kicked the equipment at what they thought was the al-
ternate drop zone. Eventually the forces inside were able to locate
it after many days of search.

Mr. BARBADORO. I want to go back to the cable in which you were
told to stand down, and it has not been marked, but for conven-
ience, Mr. Chairman, I would ask that we simply refer to it as ex-
hibit 14, and then mark it at the conclusion of the testimony.

Chairman HamiLtoN. Without objection, it will be so done.

Mr. BArRBADORO. That cable was dated 12 July 1986 and it is from
headquarters to you, correct? '

Mr. CasTILLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. And that is the cable you were referring to, is
that correct?

Mr. CastiLro. July 12th, yes, sir.

Mr. BArRBADORO. | want to read you the last paragraph—the last
several sentences in the paragraph, beginning with the word, “as.”
“As ADDEE are aware, there have been numerous allegations of
violations of law by PB’s.” That is private benefactors, isn't it?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArRBADORO. “We do not have a firm handle on whether all
of the allegations floating around are false, consequently we do not
wish to have [CIAk”

That is CIA, right?

Mr. CaAsTILLO. Yes.

Mr. BARBADORO. ——

Provided assistance tied into an entity that may or may not be bad. We have

come too far at this time to let the solid operations that [deleted] has built be jeop-
ardized by elements which we are unable to control.

My question to you is, didn’t you view this cable as an instruc-
tion not just to stand down on the proposal for the communicator,
but to stand down on any further contacts that you were having
with the private benefactors?

Mr. CastiLro. That is a pretty soft instruction if that is what it is
intended to be. .

_Mr. BArBADORO. How did you take that instruction to be?

Mr. CastiLLo. Pretty softly. I mean what it is saying here is,
“Look, it is your call. You use your judgment.” Sure that is fine if
you want to cover yourself. You can always say we said so. But
please, gentlemen, don’t—you know, that is not cease and desist.

Mr. BARBADORO. If they wanted to.

Mr. CastiLro. If thle{y wanted to they would have said it.

Mr. BArBADORO. OK.
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Mr. CastiLLo. Not only that when this cable came to the atten-
tion of [C/LA] and he did not see this cable as I learned in August
when I went up to headquarters, and he said, [Castillo], I really
apologize for the way this whole thing has been handled, but I did
not see this cable go out and when I saw the come-back copy the
next day later——

Mr. BARBADORO. Would you explain what the come-back copy is?

Mr. CastiLLo. That means a cable goes out from the Central
American Task Force and then it is printed up in this form, and
the next morning these cables are distributed throughout the divi-
sion to components that have a need to know and see.

And obviously, it comes to the division chief's attention, especial-
ly anything to do with the Central American Task Force of an im-
mediate precedence.

He told me he called in [C/CATF) and he said, I thought we had
fixed the problem of the communicator. Why did this cable ﬁo
out?” And [C/CATF) didn't—as [C/LA] told me—didn’t look at the
cable he was referring to. [C/CATF) thoufll‘lt he was referring to
:‘heed v'l,sa problem, so he answered to [C/LA] “Oh, that has been
ix

Mr. BARBADORO. What do you mean the visa problem?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Remember the problem about getting the commu-
nicator to [deleted]. We had a problem in getting a [deleted] visa
for him. So the impression that was left on the one hand of [C/LA]
was that the problem had been fixed means that this cable was su-
perseded by the answer that [C/CATF] gave him.

[C/CATF] on the other hand did not understand what [C/LA]
was referring to, thought he was referring to the visa problem, so it
went on like that until I arrived in August and explained about the
fact that here we had a legitimate politically acceptable, in my
opinion, solution to the problem of the transmission of information,
and yet headquarters came in with this.

Now, this is bureaucratically—that is a nonanswer.

Mr. BARBADORO. Let me just try to clarify somethin(gi. You say
that [C/LA), the Chief of the Latin American Division, did not see
that cable when it went out. He saw the come-back copy.

Mr. CastiLLo. That is right. He normally wasn’t because—unless
it is a policy matter of ﬁreat importance, the Division Chief doesn’t
sign off on these. It is the task force chief or whoever he designates
at that time to sign off.

Mr. BARBADORO. And that [C/LA) went to [C/CATF] and asked
him about the cable, but didn’t show him the cable.

Mr. CasTiLLo. Asked him about the problem.

Mr. BARBADORO. About the problem.

Mr. CastiLLo. He said, “I thought the problem with the commu-
nicator was fixed.”

Mr. }?zg?mwono. OK. And [C/CATF] is—[C/CATF} understanding
was wha

Mr. CastiLo. [C/CATF] thought that [C/LA] was referring to
the visa problem, so he says, “Oh, it has been taken care of.”

. Mr. BARBADORO. Butd[C/CATF] had just told you in a cable that
the whole operation had to stop. :

Mr. CastiLLo. That is the answer I was given a month later in
August when I went up and explained about the fact that they had
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taken away what seemed to me—or they had stood down on what
seemed to me to be a perfectly reasonable solution to the problem.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Let me go to a different subject. Mr. Castillo, to
your knowledge was the Santa Elena airstrilp ever used?

Mr. CastiLro. This Point West, Santa Elena airstrip was never
used in a regular supply operation.

Mr. BArRBADORO.- Do you recall a time when a plane tried to land
there and got stuck?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. When was that?

Mr. CasmiLro. Mid-June 1986.

Mr. BArRBADORO. How did you find out about it?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Mr. Quintero was in San Jose. [Deleted). I went to
meet him at his hotel room—not 310.

Mr. BARBADORO. You might explain that 310 remark.

Mr. CasTiLro. I don’t know.

Mr. BARBADORO. Do you know what Ambassador Tambs was re-
ferring to?

Mr. CasTiLro. No, I don’t know. I am sorry.

Mr. BARBADORO. Please continue.

Mr. CastiLrLo. And when I arrived at the room, he was upset
about something, and then he said, look, they don’t want me to tell
you about this, but I have decided that I am going to tell you.

He said we have a plane that was to deliver a resupply and ap-
parently it was not, as I recall, was not for the Southern Front. I
assume it must have been for the FDN units in the Southern Front
as the Hasenfus plane was scheduled to deliver to.

He said it couldn’t make it, it had engine trouble, and it had to
make an emergency landing at Santa Elena and then he said the
bad news is that it is stuck in the mud.

Mr. BArBADORO. Is it fair to say that you didn’t learn about it
until after the plane had landed?

Mr. CasrtiLro. That is correct.

Mr. BARBADORO. And you were concerned about it when you
found out it was being used, weren't you?

Mr. CastiLLo. Oh, not only that it was being used, but that we
had a plane in neutral Costa Rica loaded with lethal supplies.

Mr. BARBADORO. At that point——

Mr. CasTiLLo. [Deleted).

Mr. BARBADORO. At that point, had the new administration in
Costa Rica come into power?

Mr. CasriLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArBADORO. Were you given any instructions by the new ad-
ministration about the use of that airstrip?

Mr. CasTiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. What were you told?

Mr. Casmirro. [Deleted) the airstrip was not to be used for the

puﬂ)ose intended.
r. BARBADORO. Did you communicate that to the private bene-
factors?

Mr. CasriLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArRBADORO. And so this was being done contrary to your in-
structions, wasn't it?
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Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir—well, contrary to the fact that they knew
that the airstrip was not to be used. {Deleted).

Mr. BARBADORO. Was there any other occasion where the airstrip
was used to your knowledge?

Mr. CastiLro. Not that I know of, for the purpose of delivery of
lethal supplies.

I think that a plane came in with some drums of gasoline and
certainly I think there were maybe one or two planes that came in
to free the one plane that was stuck there.

Mr. BARBADORO. You met with President Reagan in March of
1986, didn’t you?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. BArRBADORO. How did that meeting come about?

Mr. Castirro. [Deleted], who had been of fgreal: assistance to U.S.
interests [deleted] who is a great admirer of President Reagan, [de-
leted), he wanted to have the opportunity, if possible, to meet the
President. -

I conveyed that to Colonel North and in December 1985 Admiral
Poindexter and Colonel North made a visit [deleted], and during
that stopover he, Admiral Poindexter, requested that [deleted], that
he meet with [deleted]. And he extended the invitation [deleted] to
come to the White House to meet the President.

In March, my wife and I accompanied (deleted] and his wife—by
the way, headquarters was fully aware of this invitation, the trip,
the arrangements hour by hour, as to what [deleted] was going to
be drotigf here in Washington. And we escorted—my wife and I—
€esco [deleted] and his wife to the Executive ice Building
where we met Ms. Hall, who escorted us over into the West Wing
where we met Colonel North and we were standing outside the en-
trance to the—the doorway to the Oval Office.

I did not know that I was going to go into the Oval Office. That
was not in the plan. When the door opened, the secretary came ont
and indicated to us that it was time to go in.

My wife and I stepped back so [deleted] and his wife could go in
and as is Colonel North’s way, he grabbed our arms and brought us
right into the Oval Office, as well, which obviously was a great
moment.

We were in the Oval Office about 3 minutes. [Deleted) presented
the President with a book, picture book of [deleted], nothing .more
than, hello, this is a nice book, so forth, and then photographs were
taken, we all left. On leaving, we went over to—the wives left and
[deleted] and I, Colonel North and [C/CATF] spoke for a few min-
utes outside of Admiral Poindexter’s office and then when the Ad-
miral was free after his, I assume the end of his briefing period, we
all, Colonel North, Admiral Poindexter, Colonel North, [deleted]
and I met to discuss the [deleted) situation, to answer the Admi-
ral’s questions about [deleted).

There was no mention whatsoever about the Nicaraguan situa-
tion except as how it affected [deleted] political-economic situation.

Mr. BARBADORO. Let's first take the meeting with President

an. Is it safe to say that you had no discussion, either you nor
[deleted] had any discussion with President Reagan about the air-
strip, the resupply effort or anything to do with the Contras?
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Mr. CastiLLo. There was absolutely no discussion, mention, of
anﬂof those sorts of things at all.

r. BARBADORO. Now, your meeting with Admiral Poindexter,
was there any discussion with Admiral Poindexter about the role
you were playing in assisting the resupply operations?

Mr. CastiLLo. None whatsoever.

Mr. BArRBADORO. After that meeting you and [deleted] had a
meeting with Richard Secord, didn’t you?

Mr. CasTtiLLo. Colonel North advised us either just before or just
after the meeting with Admiral Poindexter that he would like [de-
leted] to meet with General Secord that afternoon to work out
some questions concerning the property and the airstrip. So that
afternoon General Secord, Mr. Quintero, [deleted), and I met [delet-
ed]. ] was only an observer.

. The conversation—and Mr. Quintero and I were only observers.
General Secord and [deleted] discussed [deleted] a letter from the
Udall Corporation, Udall Research Corporation.

Mr. BARBADORO. Was that the first time you had ever heard ref-
erence to Udall Research?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir. In fact, I don’t even think the name came
up at that meeting. It was only afterwards when I saw the letter-
head [deleted] looks like it was done with a typewriter rather than
a printed letterhead.

r. BARBADORO. What was the letter about?

Mr. CasrtiLro. [Deleted).

[Deleted), General Secord wrote all these things down and ques-
tioned him about certain aspects and then later delivered the letter
thzsa:ec(:iontained the points [deleted] made. That was all that was dis-
cussed.

Mr. BARBADORO. Was that the first time you ever met General
Secord?

Mr. CastiLro. That was the only time.

Mr. BArBaDORO. Was that the first indication that you had that
General Secord might be connected with the private benefactors or
the group that was responsible for building the airstrip?

Mr. CasTtiLro. I had heard his name from Colonel North before
but in a very oblique way. It was the first time that I knew he had
anything to do with the airstrip and with this corporation and, in
fact, I commented later to Colonel North what I had heard about
General Secord’s alleged involvement with Edmund Wilson based
on the book Manhunt by Peter Maas.

iAgg Colonel North assured me that that had been completely re-
solved.

Mr. BArRBADORO. Did that concern you? That General Secord was
referred to in Manhunt and was involved in this thing?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, I didn’t know how authoritative Manhunt
was.

Mr. BARBADORO. But you got assurances from Colonel North——

Mr. CastiLro. I got assurances from Colonel North that his in-
volvement had been resolved.

Mr. BarBADORO. The last topic I want to go over involves some-
thing you said in your opening statement. During the time you
were Chief of Station, [deleted], you had several meetings with Di-
rector Casey, correct?
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Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. BARBADORO. Did you ever discuss the airstrip with him?

Mr. CastiLro. Never.

Mr. BarBaDORO. Did you ever discuss your role in resupplying
the Southern Front troops with Director Casey?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. BarBaDoORrRO. Did you ever get instructions from Director
Casey to do what Colonel North told you to do?

Mr. CasTiLro. No, sir. -

Mr. BARBADORO. Other than that one meeting with [C/LA}, Chief
of the Latin American Division, in which you told him that you
were relaying information using a secure communications device
provided by Colonel North, did anyone at CIA headquarters sit
down with you and ask you what you were doing with regard to
the private benefactors or ask you what you were doing with Colo-
nel North?

Mr. CasriLLo. No, but there were other occasions when I men-
tionted, for example, ti.c refueling of the C-123 at [deleted] Air-
port——

Mr. BArBADORO. Who did you tell about that?

Mr. CasTiLro. I told [C/LA] and [C/CATF] about the [deleted] Na-
tional Guard illusion.

Mr. BArBADORO. Other than that, did you have any discussions
with your superiors at CIA about what you were doing?

Mr. CastiLro. I don't recall any at this time, but I may have.

Mr. BARBADORO. Mr. Chairman, that is all the questions I have.
Thank you.

Chairman HamiLToN. Mr. Eggleston.

Mr. EcgLEsTON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I just have a few questions. Let me return for a minute to the
airfield and the activities of August 1985. I think you have covered
this, that on or about August 13 a cable was sent from you to head-
quarters reporting on the discussions between the Ambassador [de-
leted] and in a couple of days you received a cable saying this is a
nice idea, but whatever you do, don't become directly or indirectly
involved with activities related to that airfield.

You then testify that within a week or so, you actually take a
trip with an individual in a-private helicopter——

Mr. CasTtiLro. I think it needs to be clarified. I guess the cable
was sent immediately after.

Mr. EGGLESTON. I think the date on it is August 17th.

Mr. CastiLLo. [Deleted). The question occurred to me last night
after I saw the cable, if I had written it immediately after or if I
had waited a few days.

Mr. EGGLESTON. I am less concerned with that timing than I am
with the timing between the time you received the cable suggesting
that you should not become involved and the time that you take a
trip with a private individual [deleted] out to see the airfield.

Mr. Owen, as I recall, has testified, in fact, that you saw two
sites on that occasion and that part of the reason for the trip was
to determine which site was the most appropriate. I take it you
don’t remember the events that way?
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Mr. CastiLLo. We only landed at the Santa Elena site. We did fly
over, but it was clear that the site [deleted] had thought about
would not be good.

Mr. EcaLEsTON. Would it be fair to say that one of the things
happening on the trip was to determine which site would be the

prﬂ)er site?

r. CastiLLo. In the terms [deleted] these were two of the most
likely places, and I had not had an opportunity to be in that area
of the country, certainly the area we landed was somewhat inacces-
sible so it was to see from [deleted] point of view if these could
serve that purpose, and I don’t know if it was at that time or at a
later time when the notion occurred to me that this might become
a CIA operation site.

In any case, I think that there was just curiosity, there was in-
terest certainly on the part of trying to determine if this was just
some cockamamie scheme that would go nowhere or if it really did
have certain practical applications.

Mr. EGaLESTON. Nevertheless, there is a trip that you took short-
ly after receiving a cable suggesting that you should not get in-
volved in any fashion with this airstrig, is that a fair statement?

Mr. CastiLrLo. My interpretation of that would have been active
particiggtgon, making arrangements, contacting construction crews.

Mr. LESTON. Throughout the fall, you have other——

Mr. CastiLro. Assisting. The cable specifically says in assisting.
Assisting means to help. In terms of going up there, looking at this
place, I don’t think that that necessarily meant assisting.

Mr. EcaLESTON. Did you offer your opinion on which of the two
sites would be the most appropriate site'

Mr. CastiLLo. That was really not a question. I think anybody
who saw that site would have—or either of the two sites—would
have said that, first of all, that site was the most appropriate.
What would it take, yes, I probably made some statements about
having to knock down some trees, but I wasn’t talking to an engi-
neer in talking to Rob in this informal way. Besides that, I have
opinions about almost everything.

Mr. EaoLEsTON. Nevertheless, despite any of that, you did not
report that trip by cable to headquarters, is that correct?

r. CasTiLLo. No. No, I didn't.

Mr. EaGLesTON. And throughout the fall of 1985, you learned
other bits of information about this airstrip. As the process of ac-
quiring the land and gett'mﬂ it ready was taking place, you learned
other things, more about the involvement of Colonel North, about
Rafael Quintero, the owner of the property, the purchase price, but
you didn’t report that back to headquarters either, is that true?

Mr. CastiLro. No.

Mr. EcoLesTON. You had indicated that you thought I think that
the establishment of an airfield down in Costa Rica would be signif-
icant in order to be able to suﬁply whatever Contras may enter
into Nicaragua and fight inside Nicaragua, is that correct?

Mr. CasTiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. EcGLESTON. Let me just ask you, if you could, to explain, you
were asked by Mr. Barbadoro the reason that you didn't report,
and what I think you told Mr. Barbadoro is that you had essential-
ly a passive role and were merely observing.
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What I am confused about is it seems to me the role of any Sta-
tion Chief is a passive role. We have reports that you make about
airdrops inside Nicaragua. Much of your reporting must certainly
be about various activities that take place inside of a country and
are in the nature of a passive role.

Is there a reason, other than that, that you did not report on the
development of this airstrip which was taking place in a corner of
Costa Rica?

Mr. CastiLLo. Let me try and put it in perspective. These were
very Frecarious times. I did not want to ever give the appe. “ance
that I was trying to circumvent or that I might be circumventing,
that my actions might be misunderstood.

At the same time, we have had a long standing prohibition
elgainst reporting on any activities of American citizens abroad.

ou weigh one against the other and Qyou say well, what are their
activities? They are clearing a piece of land. Whatever their inten-
tions might have been, it is simply that. It wasn’t an illegal activi-
tyt,ei(i: was an activity that I had certain tangential interests in [de-
e

I have to look out for his interests in terms of these people might
be a gang of cowboys that come there and start to create problems
or get involved in some sort of illegal activity. I felt that I had at
least a responsibility to passively monitor and be generally assured
that these people weren't irresponsible.

By the same token, reporting to headquarters on something that
essentially did not involve at that time an intelligence activity, it is
a judgment call, and I chose not to. At the same time it was evi-
dent from the conversation even before construction began, the
cggv:z:iation with Assistant Secretary Abrams, that they knew
about it.

So that either Mr. Quintero or whoever he was reporting to, was
informing Colonel North and that Colonel North was informing As-
sistant Secretary Abrams and ([C/CATF].

Mr. EGGLESTON. So you are telling me that—if I could parse that
out for a second. You have indicated that there are a couple of rea-
sons you didn’t report. You said they were clearing a plot of land
and there is nothing illegal about that. They weren’t clearing a
plot of land to er*ablish an apple orchard; you knew they were
going to establis! .n airfield there apparently under the direction
or control of Co.unel North, to resupply Contras in the southern
part of Nicaragua.

That is correct, is it not?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, yes, it was correct that they were going to
construct an airfield. How much Colonel North was involved in the
decision-makin, J:rocess, I don’t know. He was connected to it. That
it was an airfield to be used eventually for the Contras, yes, that is
true, but in and of itself, it wasn’t necessarily an illegal or an intel-
ligence activity, by my interpretation.

Mr. EcoLEsTON, And——

Mr. CasTiLLo. Anybody can fault me on the judgment call on it,
but that is what I decided. I decided not to make it a matter of offi-
cial record.

Mr. EGGLESTON. You knew as well, though, that this was a “hot
area.” This was a hot area—the Boland Amendment—Ilegally, and
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ou have indicated several times that it was a hot area politically.

as part of the reason that you decided not to report on this was
because of the sensitive nature of the area—so there would be
nothing offical reported about it? ’

Mr. CastiLro. I am not trying to avoid the question. I simply
don’t know what my thoughts were at that time. Probably if there
was anything, it is that I assume—I would have assumed that
headquarters simply wouldn’t want to have known about it.

Mr. EGGLESTON. You assumed then it was OK for you to know
about it but you should not inform your superiors about it?

Mr. CastiLLo. Sir, as Chief of Station, there are lots of things—
rather there are lots of things that a Chief of Station knows about
that goes on [deleted], that he does not report back to headquar-
ters. It is information that he obtains and files away and if it be-
comes applicable he reports it, but that doesn’t mean that he runs
to his typewriter every time he is involved in or hears about a cer-
tain activity.

Mr. EcaLrscoN. Did you think the reason headquarters didn’t
want to know about it is because Colonel North was involved in es-
tablishing an airfield?

Mr. CastiLro. I can’t speak for why I thought headquarters
would not want to know about it. That is a conclusion that I
reached. I think that was in my mind at that time.

Mr. EGGLESTON. I just have a few more questions. Let me move
to the chronology of the KL~43 activity in which. j'ou were enlgaged.
You received a KL-43 from whomever in about January or Febru-
3%1986’ is that right?

Qu! réeCAs'rle. January or February, and I received it from Mr.

intero. ,

Mr. EcoLesTON. You continue, you used that to communicate
with the private benefactors and without informing anyone at
headquarters that you have received it until April of 1986?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, it was only—It was used for the delivery of
the L-100 supplies and then shortly thereafter, within days, I did
inform [C/LA] .

Mr. EcGLEsTON. Well, I will rephrase it. You had the device
which you had received from Colone! North between January and
February 1986 until some time—you probably know the date—in
April 1986, without informing anyone at headquarters that you re-
ceived it? :

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct.

Mr. EcGoLesTON. You did not at that time work for Colonel
North? .

Mr. CasTiLro. No.

Mr. EGGLESTON. Is there a reason that you decided not to tell
headquart:rs that you had received a KL-43 device or an encryp-
tion device, from Colonel North?

Mr. CasriLLo. Again, I am trying to recall what I thought at the
time or my reasons for not doing so. Let me give Kou an explana-
tion. I was communicating on political matters with Colonel North
over a long period of time on general things, keeping him informed
on what was happening from an ‘“on the ground” perspective. How-
ever, the communication system [deleted], the secure phone, as it is
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called, I think it is a [deleted), the communicators go off duty at
4:30 in the afternoon.

Press of business and so forth, usually involved talking with
Colonel North when either he was free or I was free and that usu-
ally occurred late at night. And on occasions we had found that
communication by open unsecure line in double-talk was very un-
satisfactory.

So, I think that the KL-43 was intended really for that purpose -
as well as for the fact that there was to be this resupply passage of
information. That is essentially—so when he gave me the piece of
equipment and I saw that it was U.S. Government equipment, I ac-
cepted it and said, “Fine, when we need to use it, we will use it,”
but normally we would talk over the telephone [deleted] during
working hours, and this was an emergency unit.

When it was necessary to pass the information on the L-100
ﬂiﬂlt, I did so and subsequently informed my superior.

r. EGGLESTON. When you had the conversation with Colonel
North where he asked you to serve as his communications conduit
between the private benefactors and the FDN, you did not report
that conversation to headquarters?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. EGGLESTON. Was this another area where you thought that
headquarters would not want to know that you were involved in
this type of activity?

Mr. CasriLLo. Yes.

Mr. EacLesToN. In April 1986, you indicate that you did tell [C/
LAI& about the encryption device. -

r. CAsTILLO. Yes.

Mr. EGGLESTON. Are you aware that [C/LA] disputes your version
lt\llm:t ﬁr‘?u told him that you used it to communicate with Colonel

0

Mr. CasTiLLo. I told him.

Mr. EGGLESTON. Are you aware that he disputes that?

Mr. CastiLLo. That is his recollection.

Mr. EGGLESTON. In May 1986, he told [\;ou that you have a prob-
lem and he is going to work to solve the problem. By June and
July there are attempts to solve it and in July the problem is not
solved, and the cable sent you indicates that these private benefac-
tors may be in fact violating the law; is that correct

Mr. CasTiLLo. The last part, sir?

Mr. EcaLESTON. I just read that on the cable that was provided
to l{Iou, which has been deemed to be exhibit 14.

r. CastiLro. I don’t see where it says anything about a viola-
tion of the law.

Mr. EcaLestoN. As “ADDEE” are aware, there have been nu-
merous allegations of violations of law——

Mr. CastiLLo. By the PB's, certainly not by us.

Mr. EcGLESTON. I asked you whether the part of the cable where
you were told that the problem was not going to be solved you were
also informed that one of the problems was that there were claims
of law violations by the private benefactors, and since headquarters
didn't know whether that was true or not you were being asked to
stand down.

That is your recollection——
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Mr. CastiLLo. That is what the cable says, but I knew of no alle-
gations of violations by the private benefactors and certainly none
where it involved the activity of the air resupply or the passage of
information from the commanders to them.

Mr. EcaLesToN. I take it you have not, but on this date you re-
ceived a cable from headquarters suggesting to you that there have
been these allegations, it is a problem, we are not going to get in-
volved in it. ‘

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. EcGLESTON. The problem remains unsolved then. When I say
the problem there is no way to comiunicate, the agency has no
method of communicating between the private benefactors and the
UNO south commanders, in effect and yet in September 1986 you
beﬁ'n using the KL-48 device again.

r. CastiLLo. As I explained when I was questioned by Mr. Bar-
badoro on this point, this was not a cease and desist cable. This
was headquarters going on the record saying this is our preference,
but essentially it is a soft way of saying or it is a way of saying—
not soft, but it is a way of saying it is really—you haven’t done
anyl(:lhi.ng wrong. There is nothing basically wrong with what you
are doing.

We would prefer that there be another way to do this, but they
are not saying cease and desist. That is the way I interpreted it,
and that is—when you see that, as you read that cable that certain-
ly is a valid interpretation.

Mr. EGGLESTON. But nevertheless before deciding to start using
the KL-48 again, you did not cable to headquarters and ask wheth-
er you could resume its use?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir.

Mr. EGGLESTON. And in September 1986, it was your testimony to
questions in response to Mr. Barbadoro that you just assumed that
headquarters knew that you were back in the communications loop
because after all you were providing intelligence reports on the
drgfs; is that true?

r. CasTILLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. EcaLestoN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I don’t have any-
thing else. )

Chairman HamiLToN. We have one other questioner from the -
staff, Mr. Van Cleve. After he completes his questions, we will con-
clude the morning session. I understand a Senate vote is in
prgfress. We will begin with Senator Nunn at 1:30 this afternoon.

r. Van Cleve.

Mr. VAN CrevE. Thank (you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Castillo, in May of 1986 you have testified that you had a
meetinﬁ that was attended by [C/LA) and three Chiefs of Station
other than yourself, and at that meeting, you testified that he said,
“(Castillo’s] got a problem, and we need to fix it.” Is that correct?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. VAN CLEVE. What kind of problem did you have?

Mr. CasriLro. The problem of my—of taking the time, being di-
rectly involved in the transmission of this information from the
commanders to the private benefactors.

Mr. VAN CLeVE. Was it ever suggested to you that that activity
was illegal?
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Mr. CasriLLo. No, sir.

Mr. VAN Creve. Thank you. .

I would like to turn your attention to the cable that you received
dated July 12th that Mr. Eggleston has just been questioning you
about. I am going to refer to a document that is in the books of all
the members of the committee. I don’t believe that you probably
have a copy of it, so [ am going to read you the entire excerpt from
the document. )

For the convenience of the members, I will be referring to the
chronology that was supplied to the committee by the Central In-
telligence Agency. It is in the books with a label that says “CIA
Chronology.’

I am going to read g'ou the entry in that chronology appearing on
'pgge 8 referring to the date July 12, 1986, and ask you a question
about it.

“12 July 1986, [Castillo) is notified that a review of agency polic
does not permit him to continue his efforts to place a UNO sout
communicator at [deleted).”

There follows after that a bracket and this statement in the
bracket: “Some have interpreted this cable as directing the COS
[deleted] to terminate his contacts with the PBs,” end of bracket.

[C/LA] 8uestions the cable after it has been transmitted and is
told that UNO south has solved the problem itself.

Doesn’t the bracketed statement—‘“Some have interpreted this
cable as directing the COS [deleted] to terminate his contacts with
the PBs"’—doesn’t that confirm your view that you were not given
instructions to cut off those contacts?

Mr. CastiLro. I can only speak for myself. That was the interpre-
tation. My answer was the interpretation I gave it. I am glad
others agree with me.

I have not seen that chronology. I think I saw that chronology
Kesterday for the first time, and we scanned it and then it was

anded back to Mr. Barbadoro.

Mr. VAN CLEVE. I represent that I have read you the entire entry
for 12 July 1986. I guess I have two additional questions, Mr. Castillo.

Turning now to your participation in the resupply operation in
September 1986, I believe you testified that in September you did
not request flight vector information; is that correct?

Mr. CastiLLo. Correct, sir.

u M; VAN Creve. What is the purpose of flight vector informa-
ion

Mr. CastiLro. The pur is that, based on the best intelligence
available to CIA from all of its collection capabilities, it would be
determined what would be the best route, altitude, speed that an
aircraft could use while flying over hostile territory to avoid detec-
tion by radar, surface-to-air missiles, ground fire, and to accomplish
the safe delivery of the equipment aboard that aircraft to its in-
tended recipients.

Mr. VAN CLEvE. Your testimony was that only L-100s had the
necg?ssary range to follow the CIA flight vector route; is that cor-
rec

Mr. CasTiLLo. That is correct, sir.
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Mr. VAN Creve. Couldn't ﬂiﬁht vectors have been developed for
the C-123 route that you have described to us?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir.

Mr. VAN CLEVE. And why is that?

Mr. CastiLvo. It is my understanding—and I am not an expert in
this field—that the C-123 simply doesn’t have the fuel capacity to
make a trip of that distance. -

Mr. VAN CLEVE. Your testimony was that it could not have made
the same flight as the L-100, and I am sure that is correct, but the
&eetion was given that you knew the intended route by which the

123s would enter Nicaragua; could flight vectors not have been
developed for that route?

Mr. CastiLro. I don't think so.

Mr. VaN CLevE. And why is that?

Mr. CasriLLo. Because the C-123s were flying right into the teeth
of Sandinista radar and surface-to-air missile capabilities.

Mr. Van Creve. But I believe you previously have told us that
you have intelligence information that describes those Sandinista
capabilities; is that correct?

r. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. VaN CLeve. And why would flight vectors not have been
good for the C-123s using the southern route? .

Mr. CasTiLLo. Let me go back to the L-100.

The L-100's aggroach and departure from the drop zone inside
Nicaragua avoided the Sandinista radar capability. In other words,
it came in; using the earth’s curvature, it slipped in under radar
coverage.

g‘)eleted].

r. VAN CLEVE. I believe I understand your testimony.

Let me just ask one final line of questions.

You testified earlier that Eden Pastora was a charismatic figure
and, obviously, the one Resistance figure capable of mustering pop-
ular support inside Nicaragua necessary for political success.

However, you said he had negative characteristics that out-
weighed his obvious strong points. Specifically what were those
negative characteristics? You gave an example about his erratic be-
}l:a;;?or, but could you give more examples about the problems he

a L]
Mr. CastiLro. Eden Pastora never had a clearly defined political
philosophy. He would pander to whatever happened to be—or
rather what he thought was where he could obtain support.

If it was from the Social Democrats, from the Social Democrats.
If it was from American conservatives, it was from American con-
servatives and he would give to each of them whatever line. That
kind of inconsistency, as well as an exaggerated egocentric attitude
made it very difficult for the other traditional Christian Demo-
crats, Social Democrats of the Nicaraguan political spectrum to
work with and to——

Mr. Van CLEvVE. If you wouldn’t mind, Mr. Castillo, in order to
save the time of the committee, is there a specific action or actions
that you would want to use as examples of these problems as op-
posedy to his personality in general terms?

Mr. CasmiLLo. There are many and it is perhaps the accumula-
tion of all of these actions that in the political area, that form that



43

opinion. Would you like to know about one specific one or do you
have one in mind?

Mr. VAN CLEVE. No, I personally don’t and I think perhaps, Mr.
Chairman, I will leave——

Mr. CasTiLLO. Let me give you one, and that is the kidnapping of
the Witness for Peace. An organization consisting of American
pacifists came together in San Carlos which is on Lake Nicaragua
and the terminal end at Lake Nicaragua, the San Juan River, and
they wished to, by sailing down the San Juan River through this
combat zone, express their legitimate concerns about the conflict in
Nicaragua and Central America. :

They were accompanied by a rather large number of American
and foreign journalists. It was obviously intended to seek publicity
as well as to make their feelings and their views known.

When they reached the &fsrt of the San Juan River where it then
becomes the border with Costa Rica, they were intercepted by Pas-
tora’s troops and taken into the jungle about 8 or 4 hours walkin
distance from the river. The embassy was reporting on—repo
on this situation as—in a complementary fashion to the way the’
press was handling it. The station had no involvement in trying to
get information because all of the-information then available was
being amply reported. .

I received a telephone call from Colonel North and he said can
you give me some updated information on the situation. We have
Just convened the group that deals with terrorists and hostage situ-
ations. And I said that is rather extreme, isn’t it, given the circum-
stances of this situation?

He said, it is not, we are extremely concerned about the safety of
American cit..ens and so forth. I said, well, let me fet back to you.
I picked up the telephone and made a telephone call and got a mes-

e to Pastora to call me back, and he did so.
said, are you out of your mind, do you realize that you are
going to be labeled an international terrorist bandit?

He said, I am sorry, my commander took action without my
knowing that he did. I said get on your radio and immediately
communicate to him to release those people immediately and there
better not be a hair out of place.

And he said, yes, I will, thank you very much for telling .ae
about this, I am very sorry I did it. And within 6 or 8 hours they
were released.

This is the kind of unthinking, as Ambassador Tambs would say,
unseemly behavior that made it impossible for us to deal in a polit-
ical sense with Eden Pastora.

Long story, but that is an example of how this man would take
advantage of what was a perfectly legitimate situation and turn it
into what could conceivably have been a terrible, devastating event
for the Nicaraguan Resistance.

Mr. VaN CLEVE. No further questions, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman HaMiLToN. I would advise Members they may leave
materials at their desks. There will be security people here
throughout the lunch hour.

_We will reconvene at 1:30 with the principal questioners begin-
ning.
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Thank you very much, [Mr. Castillo). We will reassemble at 1:30.
We stand in recess until then.

[Whereupon, at 12 o'clock noon, the Select Committees recessed,
to reconvene at 1:30 p.m., the same day.]

APTERNOON SESSION

Chairman HAMILTON. The joint hearings of the two Select Com-
mittees will begin.

We turn now to the principal questioners, and the first question-
er is Senator Nunn.

Senator Nunn, you may proceed.

Mr. Nunn. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to go back to an area that has been gone into al-
ready. I would like to just clarify, from my own point of view, this
cable that you received, dated July 12, 1986. Who was the preparer
ptf f.i;his ';:able, as far as you knew? Who did you think you received
it from ‘ -

Mr. CastiLLo. From the Central American Task Force.

Mr. Nunn. From?

Mr. CastiLro. The Central American Task Force.

Mr. NunN. Out of Washington?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes. X

Mr. NUNN. And who was head of that task force?

Mr. Castiuro. [C/CATF.)

Mr. NunN. Did you believe this was coming directly from him?

Mr. CastiLrLo. Well, in the field we don't know who signs a cable.
We assume that it is he or his designee.

Mr. NunN. No doubt it was coming from CIA lawyers?

Mr. CastiLLo. No doubt.

Mr. Nunn. Thesq sentences here, it seems to me, you have de-

as nothing wrong with what you are doing. You also said that you
did not take this as a cease and desist order. The words right here
at t}l;? top; is that correct? Am 1 categorizing your statements cor-
rect

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes,

Mr. NunN. It states, the cable states here we have taken a
second look at the COMMO LINK. To date we have maintained our
distance from the private benefactors (PB), who are providing as-
sistance to the Resistance and huve repeatedly briefed Congress
that we do not have any relationship with the PBs.

Now it seems to me that the way I would read that, if I were
you—perhaps J'ou did, I think that is what you are saying—is that
what you are doing so far is perfectly all right?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.
Mr. NUNN. Isn’t that what it is, “To date we have maintained

our distance from the PBs, and have repeatedly briefed Congress
that we do not have any relationshi Awithxh&l!ga”

It seems to me they are saying, Mr. Castillo, in !our capacity you
can keep doing what you are doing. Am I overreading that?

Mr. CastiLLo. Perhaps I am not understanding. What you are
saying is what you thought I thought; is that correct?
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Mr. NuNnN. I am saying what I would have thought had I been
{ou. and it seems to me that is what you thought when you said

his is a soft instruction.

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir. X

Mr. NuNN. And you said in your own words, nothing wrong with
what you are doing. And it seems to me those words justify precise-
ly your interg]retation that the lawyers are saying to you, nothing
wrong with what you are doing?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. NUNN. Is that fair?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, that is fair. .

Mr. NunN. Then tmgo on to say, hold off on implementing a
new communication which you proposed in your meeting [de-
leted]); isn’t that what they are sayi

Mr. C_A;mmo. Well, the proposal that we had come to an agree-
ment on

Mr. NunN. Yes. That you had come to a tentative agreement on.
Thhedy say, hold up on that; right?

r. CASTILLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. NUNN. So as I read this cable then what we have here is you
go to [deleted) to a meeting, you lay out your concerns about
;vl::}i‘;!’ler what you are doing goes too far under the law, and so
(1)

[dl:h;.egmu.o. (Deleted}—excuse me, it wasn’t [deleted), it was
eleted].

Mr. NunN. Excuse me, and you sit around and have a bull ses-
sion about how you provide an alternative link that would be even
more—-—

Mr. CasTirro. Distancing.

Mr. NuUNN. —distancing, and they come back with a cable and
they say, don’t go with the more distancing type procedure, stay
where you are?

Mr. CASTILIO. Yés.

Mr. NunN. So they are saying in effect that what you all have
sat around and decided was a more distancing type of procedure,
moving the CIA further from this kind of contact with the private
benefactors. Indeed, in their view, at this stage it was kal%ﬁ ou
further rather than moving gou more distance, taking the r-
ther into the contact with the private benefactors? It seems to me
that is the logic of this. Is that the way you received it?

Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes.

Mr. NunN. Isn’t that strange? Didn’t you find this cable to be a
strange cable?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes.

Mr. NuUNN. Didn't you also have second thoughts when they used
the words “to date we have maintained our distance from the pri-
vate benefactors?”’ Wasn’t that exactly what you were concerned

.about when you went to that meeting in [deleted), whether you

were indeed maintaining your distance far enough?

Mr. NunN. Now, they are coming back and stating as a matter of
fact, that your concerns in [deleted i, have no basis?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes—well, no, it was—I thought it was a reflec-
tion, a repetition of the same problem that I had brought to their
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attention a good 2 months before in that I felt that m ition in
that transmission of information was unorthodox ant{ there must
have been—there must have been a better way to do it.

Mr. NunN. To provide more distance?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, to at least take me out of it—I am thi_nkinﬁ
in very personal terms—take me out of that unorthodox position
found myself in. -

Mr. NUNN. And take CIA out of that?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, by extension, of course.

Mr. NunN. Right.

Mr. CasTiLro. So they are being a bit redundant when they came
back to tell me that, about the second look. The second look is the
same as the first look. I mean, the only problem was that they
were standing down on what was clear to me to be——

Mr. NUNN. A better alternative?

Mr. CasTILLO. A better alternative.

Mr. NunN. They were saying ketgi your closer relationship with
the private benefactors and don’t take that step of removing your-
self further from them?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, I didn’t say it that way.

Mr. NunN. Well— -

Mr. CastiLLo. They were not telling me to maintain the status -

quo.

Mr. NuNN. They were saying to you the status quo was all right.
Thh%y were saying we are maintaininﬁ our distance from the PBs?

r. CastiLLO. But by the same token they were turning down

what I thought was a perfectly acceptable alternate solution.

Mr. NunN. So it is a crazy telegram, isn't it?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. NunN. It is not only strange it is almost crazy?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, (C/LA], the following month when I went up
to see him, also heard my views concerning this because I was obvi-

-Mr. NunN. Well, I agree with you. I am agreeing with you. I am
agreeing with your interpretation of it.

The second point that strikes me is we have repeatedly briefed
Congress that we do not have any relationship with the PBs. They
are telling you they have been briefing Congress that there was no
relationship right after you had had a meeting with them discuss-
ing in [deleted] that the relationship was unorthodox and in your
view, too close?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. NunN. They are basically telling you here that what you are
doing is not what the{ are telling Congress, isn’t that right?

Mr. CastiLo. Well, it is for them to answer first of all, what
they were thinking when they sent this cable. My reading from my
personal standpoint was I wasn’t going to get subjective about the
degree of what they had told or what the relationship was, all I
knl;)lw is_g had that problem. I wanted the problem resolved. This
cable said——

Mr. NuUNN. Said you didn’t have——
Mr. CastiLLo. We are nowhere.
Mr. NunN. It also said to you that they are basically misleading

Congress, it seems to me.
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Mr. CastiLLo. Well, I wouldn’t have taken it that way because
the relationship was not improper. The relationship was proper.

It was passing of information during the time that the Boland
Amendment permitted it.

Mr. NUNN. But it was something that you felt was unorthodox,
and you wanted to be moved out, you wanted the CIA to get out of
it by extension, so there was somethinﬁ in your mind causing you
concern or you wouldn’t have raised these points. Something was
causing you serious concern, and you shared that with ﬁ'ouy superi-
ors, as you should have, and they basically came back with zero.

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. NuNN. Let me move on to one other point. Let’s just summa-
rize this. You have been in the business a long time. Isn’t this cable
in effect a CYA cable?

Mr. Cast1LLO. Yes, sir. .

Mr. NUNN. They were covering their rear end back in Washing-
ton, weren'’t they?

Mpr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. NuNN. And they were putting it all on your head?

Mr. CasTuro. Well, th:{]just weren’t resolving my problem.

Mr. Nu~x. Leaving it all on your head? .

Mr. CastiLrLo. They were satisfying their situation, but not mine.

Mr. NUNN, They were leaving you hanging out there wherever
you were before you raised the problem, you were still hanging out
there by yourself, weren’t you?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, that is perhaps one way of looking at it.

Mr. NunN. Did this make you feel uncomfortable that sort of the
folks back in Washington are covering their rear ends but my rear
end is still exposed?

Mr. CoHeN. Would {ou clarify that, Senator? .

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, Senator, there are times in this business
when we realize that perhaps that is the way things work.

‘Mr.”NUNN. L&t me ask you one other line-of questioning,—and———

then I will turn it over to others.

I won't go over all this that you have been over, but essentially
in terms of the resu‘)‘ply ights you were providing—would you just
enumerate briefly the kind of information you were providing for
the resupfl{’ﬂights, the role you were playing there, without going
ixzto ;leetai . You were providing flight vectors, weather information,
et cetera.

Mr. CastiLro. The flight vector information wds transmitted—
was received and transmitted to the private benefactors for the
first flight; I think one subsequent flight. After that, the only infor-
mation we provided were the coordinates of the drop zone, how
long the Resistance forces would maintain security of that particu-
lar drop zone, and in return from the private benefactors 1 trans-
mitted the information of what time, or the window of a half hour
to 46 minutes that flight would be expected, the date, the number
of bundles, but never what the bundles contained, because I

ht that it would be one form of confirmation from the.com-
manders inside that they had, in fact, received the items that the
private benefactors said they sent to have the commanders invento-
ryi the items, so I didn’t tell the commanders what they were re-
ceiving.
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When the commanders reported back then, I would compare
with what the Rrivate benefactors said they sent and what the com-
manders said they received. Generally they coincided.

Mr. NunN. How would you categorize what you did in the resup-
pl{deffort? Would you say you were assisting?

r. CastiLLo. No—well, assisting in the sense that, yes, I was
p;-gviding the information that the amendment allowed us to pro-
vide.

Mr. NunN. You were contributing some value to the resuglply
effort, you were giving them assistance, you were facilitating their

flight.

Iﬁir. CastiLLo. In this sense, since we didn’t have the communica-
tor in position, it was the only way they could ever receive that in-
formation.

Mr. NunN. I am trying to get the right word for it, basically you
were facilitating, were you not, the resupply effort? A

Mr. CastiLLo. By providing the information to both ends of the
sysbemﬁyes, sir.

Mr. NunN. Would i'ou agree with this statement or disagree with
it made October 14, 1986, and I quote, and I will read it carefully,
“The CIA is not involved directly or indirectly in arranging, direct-
ing, or facilitatintg res;?ply missions conducted by private individ-
uals in support of the Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance.”

Mr. CastiLro. I would have to disagree with that. My participa-
tion did facilitate because it provided the information. I couldn’t in-
terpret that to mean otherwise.

Mr. NunN. This was a statement made on October 14, 1986, to
the Intelligence Committee of the House of Representatives by the
DO(Il),_tMr. Clair George. I think I would read it the same way you
read it.

Mr. Castillo, I have a whole lot more questions, but my col-
leagues do, also. I also just want to say that I have a certain degree
of sympathy with those out in the field who are given vague con-

Mlicting instructions by people back in headquarters who are basi-
cally covering their own rear end and leaving those in the field to
make their own judgments at their own risk. So I have some appre-
ciation for the position you are in.

Mr. Chairman, I thank you, and I hope I did not exceed my time.

Chairman HaMiLTON. Mr. McCollum.

Mr. McCoLLuM. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Cas-
tillo, I have a few brief questions I would like to get through as
eveerody else does here. One of them I would like to clarify, I
think I know the answers, but I haven’t heard you say today—let’s
lax{a predicate.

ou were prei:tﬁ'1 chummy with Colonel North. You got to be
pretty friendly with him over the course of all this; is that correct?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes.

Mr. McCoLLuMm. At any time did Colonel North ever tell you that
he had said anything at any time whatsoever to the President of
the United States about the Contra resupply operation?

- Mr. CastiLLo. Not that I recall. : “ e - - -

Mr. McCoLLuM. At any time whatsoever did Colonel North tell
gou that he had ever discussed with the President of the United

tates anything about the Iranian arms, or the hostage operation?
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Mr. CastiLro. No, sir.

Mr. McCoLLum. With regard to this KL-43 device, I am very con-
cerned about the device in terms of what happenet{ to it. You told
us earlier today that at some point you sent it back. What hap-
pened? Would you repeat what l{:pened to that?

Mr. CastiLio. After the last flight in late September, I don’t
recall using the device again and after—since the Hasenfus flight,
of course the entire resupfaly operation came to a standstill. Then
came the dismissal of Colonel North from the Naticnal Security
Council, and I frankly didn’t know what to do with .e¢ device, so
on a trip I made to Miami in December, I brought it '»ack to the
gotatee, and I left it at [deleted] home [deleted] wrapped, packed in a

X.
Mr. McCoLrum. Is that where it is today? .
Mr. CastiLro. I arranged for it to be turned over to the agency in

January of this year.

Mr. McCoLLuM. At any time in the fall or at any time last year,
maybe I should say at any time at all, ever, did [C/CATF], Chief of
the Central American Task Force, ever notice that KL-43 device in
your office [deleted] when he was present there and asked what it
was for and tell you to get rid of it or anything like that?

Mr. CasTiLro. No, sir.

Mr. McCorLuM. You described in some detail the meeting you
had with [C/LA] in August regarding the message that has been
discussed 8o much from July about what your participation should
be, the various resupply connections and so on.

In the uence of events, notations that the CIA gave to us in
part of our briefing book, I think you said you saw these briefly, I
don’t know if you have seen these. But in any event, they are in
our briefing books today what the CIA has as their briefing se-
quence of events for us.

There is a discussion of a lot of what you said today and that is

;,r; outline form. There is a notation of the Hasenfus flight in Octo-

r.
Then there are a couple of notations that really puzzle me in
léght of what you said. It says mid-October, [C/CATF] during a trip
(deleted] learns that a U.S. reporter has information about tele-
phone calls between [Castillo) and the PBs, [Castillo) describes
these contacts with the PBs, upon his return [C/CATF] reports the
matter to [C/LA] who asks [Castillo] to return to headquarters.

N:\g'} are you familiar with that sequence of events that oc-
curr:

I guess there was a safe house, there were telephone calls or
something that [C/CATF] was involved with or learning about here
for the first time. Are you familiar with that?

Mr. CasTiLLe. Yes, sir.

Mr. McCoLrLuM. Did he make that trip down there then?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir. I accompanied Assistant Secretary
Abrams and General Galvin for a meeting with [deleted] and
- during-the -course-of- the-evening I had a few moments with [C/
CATYF) and I described an article which had appeared in the [delet-
ed] press which recounted a story about telephone numbers being
found at the private benefactor’s safe house [deleted] as a result of
the Hasenfus airplane crash.
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Mr. McCoLLuMm. Dunnahxs trip down there in October, you did
not bring up nor did [C/CATF] or did anyone else on that trip the
KL-43 device, any discussion of it at all?

Mr. CasTtiLro. I don't recall. I don’t think so.

Mr. McCorLuM. The next notation in this sequence of events we
are given slz{aﬁ 24—28 October 1986, when {C/LA] learns the details
about the 43 during your visit to headquarters?

He directs you to return the communications device to North.

How do you explain that in light of what you just told us about
what happened to this device?

Mr. CastiLro. I don’t recall—or I have a vague recollection that
he said, “Get it back to North, get the KL-43 back to North.” But
before I could—before that could happen, because of course North
was in Washington, and I and the KL-43 are [deleted) and I
couldn’t just mail it back to him. I had to—I thought on some
future trip to the States that I would bring it up.

Of course, what intervened is his dismissal from the NSC.

Mr. McCoLLuM. [C/LA] knew about the KL-43 long before that?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Since April.

Mr. McCorLruM. And you had quite a discussion with him in
Alﬁust about this whole problem.

r. CastiLLo. They all knew I was communicatilrvlf with the pri-
vate benefactors. They knew it in the meeting in May—the whole
pur for the communicator was to get me out of the loop.

r. McCoLLuM. And they knew what you were doing way back
then, [C/LA) and C/CATI«'Jg

Mr. CasTiLLo. They knew that this information was being provid-
ed to the private benefactors.

Mr. McCorLuM. If they were meeting with anybody during this
time e:ind %old them they didn’t know about it, they weren’t on the
up and up

Mr. CastiLLo. You will have to ask them.

; orruM:-Fhave-a-question-about-exhibit-13-in-the book-It————
is a document, a memorandum. It should be 13 there, dated March
2, 1987, to the CIA general counsel from associate counsel setting
forth a legal opinion on the parameters and tremendous restric-
tions of the Boland Amendment regardin% CIA activities in support
of the Contras? Have you seen this before

Mr. CasTiLro. I have not.

Mr. McCoLLum. On the first page, %aragraph 23 a summary, and
at the conclusion of that paragraph, the associate counsel providing
this opinion says on the second page,

In my opinion the law provided authority for CIA to provide information involv-
ing safe delivery sites, weather conditions, hostile risk assessments and the like to
assist the Nicaraguan Resistance in their resupply activities where CIA’s role did
not amount to participating in the actual delivery of material or in planning, direct-
ing or otherwise coordinating deliveries during the course of or in the context of
specific military engagement.

At the end of this exhibit, the end of the memorandum, the last
2 pages, T and 8, there is a conclusion, paragraph 9. In that conclu-
sion there is quite a discussion of various things. The second sen-
tence says,

CIA also could provide on such matters such as the effective delivery and distribu-
tion of military equipment so long as this did not amount to participation in para-



61

military operations in Nicaragua either in their glanning or execution or in logistics
activities integral to such operation, advice could rise to the level of participation if
CIA took an active part in planning or coordinating resupply missions for specific
paramilitary operatic ns.

However, merely Hassing intelligence on Sandinista gun or radar placements,
weather conditions, flight vectors or other information to assist in the delivery of
supplies for general maintenance of the forces in the field would not seem to be pro-
hibited both use this would not constitute participation and because this would
not be integral to paramilitary operations as contemplated by Congress.

He talks about Mr. Hamilton’s interpretation, and then says,

Accordingly, the same kind of information shuring with the public benefactors for
general resupply of logistics activities not inte%ral to specific military or paramili-
tiarg [ braltions as that term was contemplated by the statute also would not be pre-
clu y law.

That is an interpretation obviously issued fairly recently with
refard to the operations that you may or may not have been in-
volved with. I-Iavingl read that, Mr. Castillo, at any time did you do
anything to assist the resupply operation beyond the kind of things
that this memo says were legal?

Mr. CasrtiLvro. I did not, and I certainly would have liked to have
had this. It would have made me feel more comfortable had I had
this kind of legal opinion then. But I can't, and I fortunately stayed
within what that ogi}?ion says.

Mr. McCoLLuM. Thank you.

From listening to your testimony, one might conclude, Mr. Cas-
tillo, that you spent a great deal of your time providing informa-
tion to the resu ply operation and otherwise doing things that you
described to facilitate it.

Could you estimate for us what percentage of your time was ac-
tually spent providing any kind of information or assistance to the
resupply operation in the context of all of your duties?

Mr. CastiLro. It was very, very mimimal because of course we
are only talking about 9 flights and other aborted flights over a

i nths:-1-wou th-of- i

Mr. McCoLrLum. That is u pretty fair statement. Do you know
from your experience——

Mr. CastiLro. Sir, I would—I have been reminded by counsel of
my previous testimony in deposition. There was one incident which
did not have anything to do with requ)ply which could conceivably
be interpreted as having been outside of the stipulation of this
opinion.

Mr. McCoLLuM. Was that the airstrip——

Mr. CastiLLo. That was extricating an American private benefac-
tor who had been sent dowi. by the private benefactors to conduct
a training activity in Nicaragua of the Nicaraguan Resistance, and
who in making the arrangements that they made placed himself or
was placed in a situation that I felt was very dangerous to him and
I got him out of that situation, which could have resulted in either
his incarceration or very serious problems for himself.

Mr. McCorLLuM. What did you do to get him out?

- Mr. CastiLro. Well, it. wasn't what I did to get him out. He
had received—to conduct this training that had been arranged by
the private benefactors for the Resista’ ce—they had provided him,
and I don't know how or what it came from, or who delivered it,
some explosive materials, and they delivered it to his hotel room.



52

And when he notified me that he was about to leave his hotel room
to go off to gerform this training activity, somehow or other it
came up and he told me that he had these materials with him.

When he told me this, it surprised me and I realized that he
could be in very serious trouble since he didn’t even know who had
delivered these materials to him and it could have been anyone. So
I went over to his hotel and took the materials, [deleted], took the
materials myself, put them in my car, put him in my car, and got
him out of there, and eventually just turned him and his materials
over to the Nicaraguan Resistance, and I never saw him again.

He completed the training and returned to the United States.

Mr. McCoLLuM. That was an activity that you perceive as a little
beyond providing information——

r. CastiLro. | justified that here was an American citizen who
perhaps, through no fault of his own, had placed himself in what I
considered possible jeopardy and I felt that that was my first obli-
gation.

Mr. McCoLLuM. One last question. I want to ask about something
that because of your answer I didn't get earlier.

Whose idea was the airstrip anyway? I asked that question yes-
terday of Ambassador Tambs, and you have beat around the bush
with it today; [deleted), whose idea was it?

Mr. CastiLLo. In consideration of the needs of the Southern
Front Resistance, under an ideal situation, in other words, full
funding by the Congress, an airstrip would be an essential or inte-
gral part of any supply effort.

Mr. McCoLLuM. I understand that, but who came up with the
idea? Do you know? Was it you, Ambassador Tambs, (deleted]? I,
you know, I would like to know. Magbe you don’t know.

Mr. CastiLvo. I think I was probably the first to express it.

Mr. McCorLLum. OK.

And I know my time has expired, but I have a followug thing.

In your experience in Central America and your work there in-
volved in this whole Contra-Sandinista issue, do you know, or could
you give us an estimate, if you do know, how many KGB agents or
Cuban intelligence agents are assisting the Sandinistas or have
been in the last year?

Mr. CastiLLo. In Costa Rica?

Mr. McCoLLuM. I was thinking about inside Nicaragua, too. But
do you know how many in Costa Rica?

Mr. CasTiLro. [Deleted] we found that the network of Cuban-sup-
ported Sandinistas operated network ran back to the midseventies,
when, in fact, the present commandantes, who were in exile then
in Costa Rica had set these things up and these networks were for
gx.e most part still functioning, still active, still effective in Costa

ica.

(Deleted).

Mr. McCorLuM. How many?

Mr. CastiLLo. Nicaragua as well?

Mr. McCorruM. Can you estimate at the present time or the last
time——

Mr. CasTiLLo. In the hundreds.

Mr. McCorrum. In Nicaragua or in Costa Rica, or both?
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Mr. CastiLro. In Costa Rica. I assume by now it must be [delet-

ed].
iir. McCoLLuM. These are KGB, or Cuban, or just trained?
Mr.l CtedAmwo. Trained and supported.
eted).
r. McCoLLuM. What about in Nicaragua?

Mr. CasriLro. In Nicaragua, the Nicaraguan State Security is the
most pervasive organization, and in terms of members of their
staff, ] would assume they are in the thousands. They were, of
course——

Mr. McCorLLum. They have given enormous assistance over a
{)ﬁriod of time to the Sandinistas, even prior to the Sandinista over-

row.

Mr. CasTiLLo. Since the day they took power.

Chairman HaMiLTON. Senator Cohen?

Mr. CoHEN. Mr. Castillo, Senator Nunn suggested, as a result of
that cable of July 12, 1986, that you were left by the CIA out to
dry, that your posterior was hanging there exposed. Why were you
exposed if in fact everything you did was consistent with the law as
we understand it, about providing communications and that is all
you did. Then what did you do wrong?

Mr. CastiLro. I didn't do anything wrong and I would assume
that Senator Nunn was referring to the possible consequence as it
has come to pass. )

Mr. CoHeN. Isn’t it a fact that if {ou violated anything in your
judgment, it was the CIA’s stated policy of no contact with the pri-
vate benefactors, is that what the concern about violation is all
about? From the cable that we referred to you didn’t violate any
law because you were allowed under the Boland Amendment to
provide communications?

Mr. CastiLLo. That is correct.

Mr. CoHEN. And you did that?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes.

Mr. CoHEN. You also maintained contact with the private bene-
factors, which, according to the cable, was inconsistent with what
the CIA represented to Congress?

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct.

Mr. CoHEN. In your opening statement you indicated that one of
the reaso=r you were claiming the fifth amendment was because of
inaccurate press accounts?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes.

Mr. CoHeN. If the lgress accounts had been accurate you would
not be claiming the fifth amendment?

Mr. CasTtiLLo. Yes, sir. I would not be claiming the fifth amend-
ment. '

Mr. CoHEN. An item appeared in the Los Angeles Times on May
17, 1987, that said, “Faced with dismissal, a very bitter Castillo told
investigators early this year that several superiors knew of and at
leaig tacitly approved his work for North.” Is that correct or incor-
rec
Mr. CastiLro. That is incorrect.

Mr. CoHEN. Several superiors did not know about your activities?
Mr. CasrtiLro. No, I was referring to the bitter.
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as the statement about the superiors knowing, they knew?

Mr. CasTiLpLo. I have testified as to what they knew.

Mr. CoHEN. Those he named reportedly include the head of the
agency’s Latin American Division, true or false?

Mr. CasTiLLo. True.

Mr. CoHEN. The head of the Central American Task Force?

Mr. CasTiLLo. True.

Mr. CoHEN. Duane Dewey Clarridge?

Mr. CastiLLo. Mr. Clarridge already left the division. He had no
knowledge about what I was doing.

Mr. CoHEN. Claire George?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir, not that I know of.

Mr. CoHEN. So those were the on}iv officials that you agree
kwith-:)—the Latin American Division and Central Task Force—they

new?

Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHEN. So the statement is correct to that extent?

Mr. CastiLLo. To that extent.

Mr. CoHEN. When you were told you were going to be disciplined
or at least recommendation of discipline was going to be made
against you pursuant to the Inspector General I guess—— :

Mr. CastiLro. I have not been told that. I have not been told any-

thing.
Mr. CoHeN. Why were you placed on administrative leave?
Mr. CasTILLO. use of an article which appeared in the New

York Times which alleged that I had committed improprieties or
illegalities. I don’t remember now what it referred to.

r. CoHEN. Have you had any conversations——

Mr. CastiLLo. Let me correct that. One moment.

R;Jitness conferring with counsel.]

r. CastiLLo. Let me correct that, sir. I was wrong. It wasn't be-
cause of this. This had to do with another matter. I was asked to
appear before the—an FBI agent on the staff of the independent
counsel, and I decided to seek guidance, legal guidance, before ap-
pearing at that meeting. And when I sought counsel, I was advised
that I should not appear before that staff—with that FBI agent.

The reason that I had decided to seek counsel was because the
staff officer of the inspector general’s office told me that the idea
was being bandied around in the ins%:bor general’s staff that I
might be charged with violation of the Boland Amendment.

ell, this came just before I was supposed to go see this FBI
agent downtown and I thought that that was—that I might not
have full recourse, so I then sought counsel and that is the reason.
Not because of the article.

Mr. ConeN. Has anyone in the agency ever represented to you
that if you did not implicate them in any way in terms of your
communications with the PBs, the private benefactors, and that
you communicated that up the line, that your job would be saved?

Mr. CastiLLo. Absolutely not. I haven't seen that article, but 1
understand that it said something about trading testimony for fa-
vorable treatment. I would like to make a comment about that. 1
haven't—my relationship——

Mr. CoHEN. Yes, or no.
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Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir, it never happened. )

Mr. CoHEN. You also said in your statement that the rejection of
activities that were permissible by Boland because of the political
fallout, that certain activities that were permissible by Boland
were rejected because of political fallout. Is that the statement con-
cerning getting you out of the loop that you referred to?

Mr. CastiLLo. That was one of the cases.

Mr. CoHEN. Are there other cases?

Mr. CastiLLo. Disapproved, I said.

Mr. CoHEN. What are other examples? .

Mr. CasTiLLO. At one point, we had a bad problem with a disease
called mountain leprosg in the Southern Front. This is a terribly
debilitating disease, and I had asked our Office of Medical Services
for assistance in locating a serum. It is only fabricated in France
and Brazil, and it couldn’t be found, so I called Colonel North and I
asked him if through his contucts he might not be able to get some
of this serum. It is very expensive, and it is only manufactured in
limited quantities.

In any case, he was able to get and somehow transport to [delet-
ed), I think it was, 1,500 ampules or doses. The Agency disapproved
the transport of this serum from [deleted) to [deleted] to [deleted] to
be delivered to the PBs who would have included it in one of the
drops, because they thought that it would have or, as I understood
it, that it had political ramifications.

Mr. CoHEN. You indicated that you had at least one meeting
with Rob Owen, perhaps several?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes.

Mr. CoHEN. And you regarded him as Oliver North’s man?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes.

Mr. CoxeN. Did you have discussions with him concerning an in-
vestigation conducted by a U.S. attorney in southern Florida?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. CoHeEN. Have you had contact with a Kevin Currier, a
George Kzynski?

Mr. CastiLro. [ don’t know those names.

Mr. CoHEN. You are not aware of any investigation being con-
ducted by the attorney for southern Florida?

Mr. CasTiLro. I am.

Mr. CoHEN. You never had a conversation with Mr. Owen as a
result in connection with this investigation?

Mr. CastiLro. I have no recollection of talking to him about it.

Mr. ConeN. Did You make a statement that Mr. Feldman, who is
the U.S. attorney, looks like he is trying to build a career based on
this case? -

Mr. CasTtiLro. I have no recollection of saying that.

Mr. CoHEN. That he, Mr. Feldman, showed you and the Ambassa-
dor a diagram with your name at the top, with Owen’s underneath,
with John, I assume, Hull’s name under Owen and a line connect-
ing the various Resistance groups?

r. CastiLLo. With my name, no, sir.

Mr. CoHEN. A diagram with Oliver North’s name on the top;
Owen underneath; and John Hull under that?

Mr. CasrtiLLo. I have heard this in the testimony that has been
given you about a diagram. I met Mr. Feldman in the office, in the

.
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Ambassador’s office with the Ambassador present, two FBI agents,
the FBI agent from Panama, the Embassy political section officer,
and he went into his subsequent investigation. He may have,
t_;lturing that brief meeting, shown us a diagram. I don’t remember
it.

Mr. CoHeN. Did Feldman state to you that they were looking at
the big picture and not only looking at a possible violation of the
tNen:itsx:?ality Act, but the possible unauthorized use of Government
un

Mr. CasriLpo. If he said it, I surely don’t recall—I recall when he
asked me specifically about individuals, such as John Hull, and I
save him answers that I could give under the circumstances of who

ohn Hull is or was.

Mr. SOHRN. What did he tell you about the nature of his investi-
gation?

Mr. CastiLro. That there were some Cubans in Miami that had
been suspected of gun smuggling to John Hull’s property in north-
ern Costa Rica.

Mr. CoHEN. You were familiar with Mr. Hull?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes.

Mr. ConeN. In fact, hadn’t Bill Casey inquired about his——

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes.

Mr. CoHeN. Not only about his presence, but didn’t he indicate
(tihgtgl?’resident Reagan had some kind of support for what Hull was

oing?
Mr. CastiLLo. Colonel North asked me that.
h I‘;{r. CoHEN. But Director Casey was with you at the time, wasn’t

e’
Mr. CastiLLo. No. It was during a Chief of Stations’ meeting in
[deleted] and North asked me if John Hull was all right, indicating
that the President was interested, and on the next day, Director
Casey asked me what was the name of the farmer who lived up in
northern Costa Rica that was helping the Resistance.

There were two separate occasions but in the same timeframe.

Mr. CoHEN. One day after the other?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHeN. And after Ollie North told you the President was in-
terested and supportive of what John Hull was doing, and Casey
asked about him,Yyou reaffirmed that Hull was all right?

Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes, to the best of my knowledge.
lglgder; CoHEN. You talked to the U.g. attorney in the summer of

Mr. CastiLLo. This is 2-years later, sir.

Mr. CoHeN. I understand. You have a U.S. attorney inquiring of
you about activities John Hull may have been involved with?

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct.

Mr. CoHEN. What did you do as a result of that contact after you
were brought into that meeting by a U.S. attorney indicating that
he was investigating the gossibllity of illegal conduct on the part of
John Hull, what did you do?

Mr. CastiLro. I think I cabled headquarters and told them about
this investigation. I think I may have told Colonel North about it,
but it was not—this was not a major thing in terms of something of
great interest. -
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He had his—the U.S. attorn‘f]y had his investigation to out,
I helped him as much as I could. It was primarily conn with
Americans.

I could not be involved in dealing with these Americans. It was
an embassy problem primaril{ because these Americans that he
was investigating, a couple of them were in jail in Costa Rica.

It was not t}:le)%dele ) responsibility.

Mr. CoHEN. But you nonetheless—Did you call Oliver North?

Mr. CastiLLo. At sometime I may have. I am covering myself be-
cause I don’t remember if I did or didn’t, but it would have been
something that I would have mentioned to him because of the con-
nection to John Hull.

Mr. ConeN. Would you have cabled the CIA?

Mr. CastiLLo. Oh, yes, because of Hull’'s—I think I sent a cable,
because of Hull’'s—the inquiry into Hull.
thih:‘;' CoHEN. But you wouldn’t have talked to Rob Owen about

Mr. CastiLLo. I have no recollection of ever talking to Rob Owen
about this matter. He may have talked to another [deleted] officer
and confused that with me.

Mr. ConeN. Did you talk about opening up [deleted]?

Mr. CasmiLio. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHeN. Did you ever indicate to Rob Owen that it was time
to send down Bill Kenny?

Mr. CastiLLo. That name came up but not—I don’t know who
Bill Kenn¥1 is. I have never met a Bill Kenny. I remember the
name in that either he or somebody else, Quintero or somebody,
raised the name with me, but it never came to anything because no
bgge w:s ever established or went beyond just a simple thinking
about it.

Mr. ConeN. When Singlaub approached you or you learned that
General Singlaub had struck a deal with Pastora, right?

Mr. CastiLLo. After the fact.

Mr. CoHeN. What did you do about it knowing what you knew
about the CIA's attitude toward Pastora? :

Mr. CasrtiLro. I had originall{l when the Ambassador called me in
deleted] I had no knowledge that General Singlaub was there and

e told me why General Singlaub was there, I tried to dissuade
General Singlaub from contacting Pastora, citing all the reasons I
have given you before.

I left the room convinced that he had been persuaded. I came
back later to find this cable outlining the text of the agreement
and I immediately went to the Ambassador and told him that the
use of the term “United States’” as the entity or as the entity with
which—they were striking a deal with Pastora was simply uncon-
scionable, and that it was wrong.

And then the Ambassador and I sat down and tried to draft out a
cable that would respond to the reaction that he had received from
the State Department.

Mr. CoHeN. Let me refer you quickly to the incident involving
the potential killing of two Senators. You mentioned that Pastora
was the one who orchestrated the attack upon the airport in Nica-

ﬁgc‘\s-nwo Yes, sir.
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Mr. CoHEN. Who approved that particular raid?

Mr. CastiLro. I don’t think it was ever—Pastora didn’t submit
his plans for approval. -

r. CoHEN. Would it surprise you if I told you that [a CIA offi-
cial] eig'g‘ormed both Senator Hart and myself that that had been ap-
rov
P Mr. CastiLro. It would be a surprise to me. Well, I wasn’t in the
approval area, but it would have been my impression that he didn't
submit his plans for approval to CIA. :

Mr. CoHEN. One final point. You mentioned that Chamorro, who
apparently wanted to cross the border some 30 meters, came under,
q_u:etﬁ hfg?avy fire. Do you want to explain what that heavy fire con-
sisted o

Mr. CastiLLo. Mortar fire from the Sandinista Forces and coun-
terattack after he had attacked the border post at Estellie—excuse
me—not Estellie. I forget the name of the place.

Mr. CoHEN. Final point. October 1985, Abrams asks you about
Point West and said tell me about it.

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHeNn. You said you were surgrised that he knew about it
or knew that you knew about it, right?

Mr. CasTiLro. I was surprised he knew about it.

Mr. CoHEN. And you said you were surprised that Abrams
knew that you knew about it.

Mr. CasrtiLLo. Yes, OK, yes.

Mr. CoHEN. And Abrams came back and said the Central Ameri-
can Task Force Chief also knew, right?

Mr. CasTiLLo. In response to my question.

Mr. ConeN. Right. Now, he said tell me about it. What did you
tell him about it?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Where it was.

Mr. ConeN. What else?

Mr. CastiLLo. As I said earlier, my recollection of that time, the
cobx;st:uction hadn’t even started and {deleted] and that—that is
about it.

Mr. ConeNn. Thank you very much.

Mr. CastiLLo. I don't recall anymore.

Chairman HamiLToN. Before going to Chairman Rodino, may I
say that after reviewing the number of persons who want to ask
questions, Chairman Inouye and I have decided that we will start
with Assistant Secretary Abrams at 9:30 on Tuesday morning and
[Mr. Castillo] will be our last witness today.

We have one housekeeping matter to resolve and if Chairman
Rodino will excuse us for just a moment, we want to have a declas-
sified version of today’s transcript released and to release an execu-
tive session transcript of the two committees requires adoption by
each house of a motion.

Accordingly, I will move that the House Select Committee re-
lease a declassified version of today’s transcript and I will ask for a

vote at this time.
All in favor say aye.
%;‘)posed, no.
e ayes have it.
The motion is carrjed.
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Chairman Inouye. ,

Chairman INOUYE. I would entertain a motion.

Mr. RupMaN. I so move on behalf of the Senate committee.

Chairman INouye. All in favor say aye.

ainst, nay. ' ’
e ayes have it.

So ordered.

Chairman HaMiLTON. That matter is resolved.

Without objection, exhibits TC-1 through TC-14 will be made
part of the record.

The chair izes Chairman Rodino. :

Mr. Robino. E;!%ank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Castillo, you have been asked several questions by Senator
Cohen regarding the Hull episode. Were there any other occasions
on which you discussed John Hull or the Hull investigation with
North other than those that you have already described

Mr. CasTiLLo. None that I recall, sir. :

Mr. RopiNo. Did you discuss him with Ambassador Tambs?

Mr. CastiLro. Only as it agplied to some matter that might have
been in the press. But not other than that.

Mr. RopiNo. Like what?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, Hull was v:hy active in supﬁorting the Re-
sistance people with food and medical supplies. He was getting
large amounts, shiploads of rice from the Christian assistance orga-
nizations, and he would invariably run afoul of the leftists in that
area of Costa Rica and there were always problems.

Mr. Ropino. Was there any indication that he was involved with
gun running?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, when we were supporting Eden Pastora, his

i lies.. After_tha

t, I

:ﬁver heard of John Hull being involved with any illicit activity at

. Mr. RopiNo. When did you first learn of the FBI investigation re-
garding the Contra gunrunning involving John Hull and others?
Mr. CastiLLo. When the U.S. attorney appeared with two FBI
agents at the embassy. :
Mr. Ropino. Were they the ones that told you?
Huhldlr' CastiLLo. They told me about the allegations against John
» y “o
Mr. RopiNo. And what were the allegations?
Mr. CastiLLo. That this—That these individuals in south Florida
had somehow tran(s:ggrted weapons from south Florida to John
- Hull's property in Costa Rica, and they named some names. They
asked me about some of these people, and I gave them the informa-
tion that I had available to me at the time.
Mr. RopiNo. Did you ever learn of it before that time prior to the
prosecutor letti ou know?
- Mr. CAs'm.lx;ot ere had been allegations of two or three people
, but——

Mr. Robino. Did anybody tell you beforehand?
Mr. CasTiLLo. Not that 1 sir.
Mr. Ropino. Not that you recall.
- Mr. CastiLro. No.
Mr. Ropmvo. You don't know whether you were told or not?
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Mr. Castirro. To the best of my knowledge, sir, there was no offi-
cial CIA [deleted] interest or investigation in John Hull or any of
the other allegations. :

Mr. RopiNo. Well, for other than the CIA [deleted] interests, did
anyone else tell you other than the prosecutor?

r. CasTiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. Ropbino. Did you have any communication with Colonel
North regarding this?

Mr. CasTiLLo. I don't recall ang'.

Mr. RopiNo. After learning of the investigation by the prosecu-
tor, did you report this to your headquarters?

Mr. CasTtiLro. No, sir.

Mr. RobiNo. There was no reason to?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No reason to. It was an embassy matter.

Mr. RopiNo. Is that routine?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. RobiNo. You don’t, notwithstanding the fact that there
might be some criminal violation, you don’t do anything?

Mr. CasrtiLLo. Sir, this was an official FBI investigation into
these allegations concerning either American residents in the
United States—foreigners who were resident in the United States,
or American residents in Costa Rica. Therefore, that is all handled
either through the Department of State or through, with cables
from Costa Rica originating from the Consul General’s office or
through the legal attache or FBI agents.

Mr. Ropino. You don’t monitor it?

Mr. CastiLro. Pardon me?

Mr. Ropbino. You don’t monitor the investigation or follow it in

angiwaé?

) r. CastiLLo. Only to the extent to learn if it in any way in-
volves anyone [deleted] who may be involved in an operational ac-
tivity that we have a part to play in. There was none in this case.

Mr. Ropino. Do you know whether or not there were any steps
that were taken by Colonel North to limit this investigation?

Mr. CastiLLo. I do not know, sir.

Mr. Robino. Mr. Castillo, the committees have received some evi-
dence that on one or two occasions in 1986 airplanes used by vari-
ous people involved in the resupply operations may have been
seized by local countries‘because the planes had been involved in
narcotics trafficking. Did you have any role on ang of these occa-
sions in getting these planes released to the owners?

Mr. CasriLLo. No, sir.

Mr. Robino. There was no occasion at all?

Mr. CastiLro. Of a seized aircraft?

Mr. Ropino. Right. )

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. Robino. Did you ever have it called to your attention that
some of these planes which were being used in the resupply oper-

ations were planes that had been used actually in drug trafficking?

Mr. CastiLro. | heard in the testimony of one of the witnesses—
and I don’t recall who it was, I think it was Rob Owen—that, in
fact, one of the NHAO planes that was used in a resuﬂpli') or at-
tempted resupply had, in fact, come under suspicion of the DEA or
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one of the countries that it had some connection with drugs. But I
did not know of that until that testimony was given.

Mr. Robino. Knowing just that, was there any further concern
on your part that this might be the case and that these same re-
supply planes would be trafficking in drugs and going back and
forth to the United States with them?

Mr. CasrtiLro. I had no reason to believe that at all.

Mr. RobiNo. Was there any evidence that you were aware that
an{ of the Southern Front commanders were involved with individ-
uals who were engaged in narcotics trafficking? '

Mr. CasmiLLo. We had received reports from time to time that
that was so.

Mr. RobiNo. Did you report this to the CIA lawyers?

Mr. CastiLLo. To CIA lawyers and to the DEA. Each and every
time, regardless of whether it was confirmed or unconfirmed, or
whether it was a rumor, every hint of it was immediately transmit-
ted to the appropriate agency, and the reason for that is that I
knew that any taint whatsoever of drug trafficking with the Resist-
ance would be the death knell for the Resistance.

Mr. RobiNo. Were you aware of what action was taken when
you—when this was reported?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes.

Mr. Ropino. What action was taken?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, the DEA conducted a very active investiga-
tion into several people who were connected with Eden Pastora,
several of his pilots, several of his lieutenants.

I understand that several cases have been made against them or
that they were in the process of, as of the fall, summer or fall of
1986, in the process of bringing to fruition several other cases.

Mr. Robino. Mr. Castillo, you as the Chief of Station and as a
CIA operative, I know that you have been very careful about the
conduct of your operations and I detect this throughout your testi-
mony. Yet—and I would like you to respond to this in the best way
you can—you talked about your having been surprised at Elliott
Abrams knowing about Point West. Then in talking about Owen,
Robert Owen, who came down to see you, and Robert Owen, who
you said knew as a collaborator; as a friend—that is as far as I
was able to detect, that you hadn’t any more knowledge about him—
but that it seems to me he was able to come down there, film.

Did you know whether or not he had any security clearances or
was this of any concern to you?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, for the approximately one year before I actu-
ally met Robert Owen in the Ambassador’s office, we had heard
that Rob Owen was a contact of a number of the Resistance people.
Some of these people we could have no contact with because they
were American mercenaries. Some of these people, and American
mercenaries working with Eden Pastora’s people, or the Indians, or

les, or the Negro Chamorro group, some people where they

—_had contact with for one reason or another, we had never been able

to establish in our normal routine way of doing business be able t6

contact because they were always up in the bush.
But he did. And he had a very good reputation among these
people as being a good listener, sympathetic to them, and so forth.

75-4210 -88 - 3
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I met him in the Ambassador’s office and he volunteered the in-
formation—as you know, sir, Americans can volunteer for the CIA
without having to, or they can’t be asked to do so.

When he volunteered this information, I readily accepted it. I
met with him on a number of occasions after that; introduced him
to one of my officers who regularly met with him when he was in
town so he could volunteer that information.

We found it extremel{museful for background, for rounding out
the parts that we didn’t know. -

I might add, that [C/CATF] at one time was so impressed with
Mr. Owen that he was being considered as a possible applicant for
the clandestine service.

The man is—has all of the attributes that we want in our offi-
cers.

- Mr. RopiNo. You were satisfied though from all of this despite
the fact that we have heard very much of the helpful activities of
Mr. Owen in regard to support for the Contras, but nonetheless,
didn’t this raise some question in your mind as to whether or not
he was a genuine operative or not?

What bothers me is you said you were concerned when Kgu
learned that Elliott Abrams knew about Point West but with Mr.
Owen he was down there, he was filming, doing all of these things,
which in my judgment at least—I may be utterly mistaken—would
have raised some questions.

Mr. CasTiLro. Sir, when a lower level U.S. official speaks to an
official of the rank of Mr. Abrams, a senior foreign ﬁolicy State De-
partment representative, and he hears about what he thought was
an activity being carried out by private Americans with the conno-
tation that there is an official connection, it is cause for surprise.

It is not cause for surprise to have a private American going
about what he—what is—in pursuit of his own personal interests
as in the case of Robert Owen.

The fact that I had accompanied Robert Owen is not necessarily
a surprising thing, but to have the Assistant Secretary of State
query me out of the clear blue sky in front of two of my officers
about someth.in%,they didn’t know about, yes, that surprised me.

Mr. Ropino. Well, that surprises me. But let's go on to something
which I think is even of more consequence to me. You started off in
your statement this morning, and in answer to one of the ques-
tions, too, you stated, “My view was to develop political organiza-
tions,” and you talked about your role as passing passive informa-
tion, and it seems to me that you alluded to this line because it
seems this is the way you felt you would be within the Boland
Amendment. Is that correct? .

Mr. CastiLro. That is correcti(sir.

Mr. RopiNo. Now, let me ask you, on exhibit 6, there is a mes-
sage sent by (Castillo}, 4-12-86, and it is appareatly sent by you,
and I read from it this. Do you know the third sentence from the

————bottom?-It says,— — o e e

""" My objective 18 creation of 2,500-man force which can strike northwest and link

A glg with quiche to form solid southern force. Likewise, envisage formidable oppoei-

n on Atlantic Coast resupplied at or by sea. Realire this be overly ambitious
planning but with your helg lieve we cxn pull it off. may v
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Does that seem to be passive information?

Mr. CastiLro. Sir, that portion of that cable has caused me a
great deal of concern.

Mr. RobiNo. It causes me a t deal of concern.

Mr. CastiLro. And it should. And I would like to explain it
within the context in which it was written.

Mr. Ropino. But it was written?

Mr. CastiLro. Oh, yes, I wrote that.

Mr. Ropino. OK,

Mr. CastiLro. It was done—first of all, let me explain that the
communication between North and I—and this is one of man
either telephone or on the KL-43 dealing with political matters. It
is an informal communication. ‘

In other words, I wrote this late at night, to a friend, not to head-
quarters, not formal, wasn't going to be read by hundreds of people
as our other staff cables are.

It was written in an off-handed style. It was written in an off-
handed style. This certainly should—there certainly should have
been more appropriate wording. Let me say that essentially what it
was, it was representing or I was advocating the views and taking
the words as my own or making the words my own, but I was actu-
ally advocating the views of the Southern Front commanders.

am not a military officer. I have no military experience. I have

no military background. This was their expectations, and I as-

sumed them in terms of this particular message as my views in

gla:t linformal method of communication that I used with Colonel
orth.

Essentially, where it said, “your help,” essentially what it was, it
was a pulling together of all the U.S. Government elements for the
purpose of what this was. But it is brainstorming. It was nothing
more than that.

Mr. Ropbino. Well, it is a message that you sent to Colonel North,
who was involved in this effort, and you concluded in that para-

aph by saying, “Realize this may be overl‘y ambitious planning,

ut with your help, believe we can pull it off.

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct, sir.

Mr. Ropino. I mean, you are very careful in the way—in the
manner in which you prepared your testimony here, I know, and it
seems to me that this is a choice of words that if fyou were especially,
as you say, sending this meesa%? at night, informally, at a time
you might think even better, that this was something that you
thought out; and when you talk about my objective is creation of
2,500-man force, which can strike northwest and link up with
quiche to form solid southern force, and then conclude by saying,
“with your help, we can pull it off”’ you know, it leaves, as you
should well be, concerned, some of us concerns.

Of course you offer this explanation at this time, but if one were
to view this, it certainly doesn’t in any way come within the orbit
of what you have been trying to say you have been attempting to

“~—do, and t| ‘*ﬁa‘w?fﬁvtde'pmivﬂn ormation. -
Before you go further, there was another portion of this which

was sent on—4-16-86—which seems to be an elaboration and I don’t
understand that, but nonetheless, you use the words “when and
where do you want this stuff? We are prepared to deliver as soon
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as you call for it. Is there a UNO foreign communicator bei
ﬁi‘alwd in [deleted]? If so, please have this guy coordinate wit

ph so that we have things wired together. , wish to note my
guys are flying without any Intel.”

y guys

Mr. CasTiLpro. Sir, this was written by Colonel North, not by me.
The 4-15 cable is addressed to me and it is signed B.T., Colonel
North. And I need to go back and respond to your other observa-
tions on the question of the creation of the force.

Mr. RobpiNo. I am happy to have that explanation as to that. You
tell me Cyou want to respond?

Mr. CastiLrLo. With all due respect, I am sure you are just as—
and I certainly don’t mean to equate myself to you—but I am sure
you are just as careful in your writing and in your speaking in a
Kublic forum as I would be when I am communicating with my

eadquarters or in an official capacity. But I am talking to Ollie
North, Colonel North in terms, in this informal——

Mr. Ropino. Who is your friend?

Mr. CastiLLo. My friend, not my superior. I don’t take orders
from him.

Mr. Ropino. But who is involved and who is directing this effort?

Mr. CastmiLro. No, sir, not in my estimation. I never considered
him as a Commander in Chief.

Mr. Ropino. You didn’t report to anybody else?

Mr. CastiLro. I most certainly did, sir. I reported to the Central
Intelligence Agency. I was sharing with him a view as I would
share with you, had you come [deleted} and wanted to know about
the Southern Front. I would have given you the same kind of open,
candid, frank remarks that I gave to many of your colleagues who
came (deleted).

Sir, to discuss this with another American official, a U.S. Gov-
ernment official of higher rank who had a key role to play in the
policy of the United States, concerning Central America, was to me
a very important duty of mine and to be openly candid and frank
with him, to share my views with him. Even to adopt the views of
the Southern Front commanders, as my own, was essential to that
responsibility that I had.

I was not talking to a Nicaraguan. I was not giving a Nicaraguan
niilitary K}lalnning advice. I was talking to the Deputy Director of
Political Military Affairs.

Mr. RopiNo. Let me———

Mr. CastiLLo. I don’t mean to be contentious, sir, I apologize.

Mr. Ropino. No, no, no. I understand, but let me ask you this—
this is my last question. Did you cable to your headquarters the
text of the messaﬁe that you were sending to Colonel North?

Mr. CasriLro, No sir, I did not. However, in this particular case,
the question of the creation of a strike force as a brainstorming
concept, I did, I actually sat and expanded on that particular idea
of what was needed in the interest of the resumption of funding.

— 1 wrote this asg a | '?a:ntg;vléw*"ofhovrthe' Southern Front—

might be successful. In fact, that I fortunately did cable to head-
quarters.

Mr. RopiNo. I want to say, Mr. Castillo, I appreciate what you
have got to say to me and my time is up, but it seems to me in
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your expanding, as you say, you were the Station Chief, you were
the man in charge at that particular time in that particular area,
and this was an important element that was being put into the
whole thing, it seems to me, and coming from you, it had to be seri-
ously considered.

I am advised, Mr. Castillo, and you can correct me, you said that
this was done at night but the message that we are talking about
was sent at 10:30 a.m. Now, it may be that your memory is not cor-
rect on that. Is it?

Mr. CastiLLo. Generally I wrote vhese messages at niiht. Some-
times I can’t make a connection at night with the telephone lines
and I would just leave it stored in the machine and send it out
whenever the next available time was. I don’t remember, but the
genera)l idea was after the long day at work is when I had my con-
tacts with Colonel North and I would just sit down and sort of
write the thing up.

Mr. Ropino. Thank you very much, Mr. Castillo.

Chairman HaMiLTON. We turn now to questions under the 5-
minute rule and Senator McClure.

Mr. McCLURE. Mr. Chairman, I don’t have a question of the wit-
ness. I have a question of the process. You had earlier identified
the fact that we had taken action to release a declassified version
of the transcrift and in that connection, made certain exhibits part
of the record. I assume by that order that the exhibits also will be
made part of that release. My understanding is that the exhibits
are also subjected to the same kind of declassification as is the
transcript.

Chairman HamiLToN. That is our understanding, yes.

Mr. McCLure. And that if any portion of a message or the mes-
sage itself would be violative of the security requirements, then
thgegortion of the message or the entire message would not be re-
le rd"even though the exhibits have been made a part of the
reco

Chairman HAMILTON. I think the Senator’s understanding is cor-

rect.

Mr. McCrLure. I thank the chairman.

Chairman HAMILTON. Senator Mitchell.

Mr. MircHELL. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Castillo——

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. MrrcHeLL. This morning you Jescribed in some detail the
role you played in the area of resupply operation, which was that
of transmitting information between the two parties, that is the
Southern Front forces on the ground, and those who were going
to—who did, in fact, drop the supplies to them, and you described it
in some detail. -

Is it fair to say that your role was one crucial to the success of
that resupply eftort when it did succeed in that it provided a vital
communications link between the resupply effort and those on the
_ground receiving it?

Mr. CastiLLo. Possibly. There may have been—if it hadn’t been™

done that way, presumably some other way would have been found.
Mr. MrrcHELL. Clearly there had to be some method of communi-
cating between those who were delivering the supplies and those
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who were receiving them. You supplied that link, acknowledging
that if you had not done so, some other route would have been
found. Nonetheless, to the extent that you did supply it, would it
not be fair to describe it as a crucial role but for which the oper-
ation would not have succeeded?

Mr. CastiLLo. Terms of security. This was not something that
could be done by open telephone line, so there had to be somebody
with a mechanism to be able to handle the messages coming from
the commanders, we knew that was coming securely b¥ one time
pad, but then to get it to the private benefactors, it wasn’t a matter
where somebody could pick up a phone and call them and tell
them, so in terms of security and the safe security of delivery, the
answer is yes to the cruciality of that operation.

Mr. MrrcHELL. And to the extent that, as you describe it, safe se-
curity was required, it made the ability of the participants to get
someone else to perform that crucial role more difficult or limit-
ed—the additional requirement of security, if you follow my
point——

Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. MircHELL. If you had not been available and had not per-
formed that crucial role, it would have been difficult because, as
you said, you couldn’t just pick up the phone and do that.

Mr. CastiLro. Correct.

Mr. MrrcHELL. You testified this morning that you heard of Rob
Owen before you met him on that occasion when he came down,
and you went to visit the airstrip at the Point West, but you didn’t
know him.

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct.

Mr. MirceLr. How had you heard of him previously?

“Mr. CastiLro. Through reports that we were receiving [deleted].

Mr. MitcHELL. I see. And had you heard that he was acting in
behalf of Colonel North?

Mr. CasTtiLLo. No, no.

Mr. MrrcHeLL. What had you heard of him?

Mr. CastiLLo. That he was an American who was meeting with
people throughout the {deleted] and that he was somehow connect-
" ed to private supporters. I don’t recall that Rob Owen specificall
came to—the connection between Rob Owen and Colonel Nort
specifically came to my knowledge until Ambassador Tambs made
the connection.

Mr. MrrcHELL. So your initial impression was that he was associ-
ated with the private benefactors. Then when you met him and Mr.
Tambs made it clear to you—

Mr. CasriLLo. Privatz benefactors being people who supplied. I
don’t think I had connected Rob Owen with them. It was with pri-
vate organizations, and there are a number of them, the Heritage
Foundation and so forth—those were people that I connected Rob
Owen with more than with private benefactors.

Mr. MircHeLL. But you later learned when you met him that he
was, in fact, acting in behalf of Colonel North?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes.

Mr. MrrcHELL. You also said that you had known Rafael Quin-
tero prior to the time that he became involved in this, did you tes-
tify to that?
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Mr. CastiLro. No. I only heard of Rafael Quintero when Colonel
North told me that he was coming down to oversee construction of
the airstrip. I had not known of him or heard of him before then.

Mr. MircHELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. -

Chairman HaMiLTON. Mr. Fascell.

Mr. FasceLL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Castillo, were you a CIA asset prior to April 24, 1967?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. FasceLL. Is that your lawyer on your right-hand side?

Mr. CasriLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. FascerL. What is his name?

Mr. CastiLro. Thomas Wilson.

Mr. FasceLL. Is he your lawyer?

Mr. CASTILLO. Yes, sir.

Mr. FasceLL. Paid by your funds?

Mr. CasTiLLo. We have an arrangement.

Mr. FasceLL. To your knowledge is he a CIA asset?

Mr. CasTiLLO. Absolutely not.

Mr. FasceLL. Is anybody in his law firm, to your knowledge?

Mr. CasmiLLo. I don’t believe so, but I would like to defer to coun-
sel to answer the question.

Mr. FasceLL. If he cares to.

Mr. WiLsoN. I would be happy to, Mr. Congressman.

You have to understand I am Mr. Castillo’s counsel for pur
of these hearings only. I have no relationship whatsoever with the
CIA, nor have I ever had since I left the service.

Mr. FasceLl. Which service?

Mr. WiLsoN. The Army, sir.

Mr. FasceLL. I was curious, because I have never seen so many
babysitters for a witness before any committee in the Congress. I
don’t mean to be derogatory about it at all, just curious. We have,
as I understand it, a representative from the CIA who is a congres-
sional liaison representative, is that correct, in the audience? We
have a White House counsel in the audience. We have three or
four CIA representatives here somewhere. One representative.
V}')(‘e)ri"there others here earlier, Mr. Chairman, that I didn’t know
about?

Chairman HAMILTON. I am not aware of any others except the
ones immediately behind the witness, Mr. Fascell.

.[tll)‘eleted]. I am with the General Counsel’s Office. [Deleted] is
with me.

Mr. FascerL. Mr. Castillo, are you testifying under any instruc-
tions, directions, guidelines or threats?

Mr. CastiLro. I am testifying under advice of counsel. And I am
telling you the truth.

Mr. FasceLL. I understand.

I just wanted to find out what is going on. Do you know whether
the deputy director—excuse me, acting director of the agency made
a public statement that those persons who had gone to the inspec-
tor general on round number one, should now take advantage of
the opportunity to correct their testimony?

Mr. CasTiLLo. I remember reading it in the press.

Mr. FasceLL. Did you take advantage of that opportunity?

Mr. CastiLro. I had already retained counsel at that point.
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Mr. FasceLL. Did you go to the IG twice or three times, I am not
quite clear on that?

Mr. CastiLrLo. I had several interviews with the IG.

Mr. FasceLL. Do éou know how many other members of the
agency went to the IG with regard to this investigation?

Mr. CasTtiLLo. No, sir. I do not.

Mr. FasceLL. I am looking at a chronology, Mr. Castillo, that was
prepared by the %gncy. I don’t see any date on it and I don’t know
who prepared it. Do you have any idea?

Mr. CastiLLo. I saw it together with counsel yesterday for a few
minutes for the first time. -

Mr. FasceLL. You did not garticipate in the structure or the con-
struction of this icular chronology?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir.

Mr. FasceLL. Who is responsible, to your knowledge, is it in the
agency to prepare a chronology?

Mr. CasTiLro. I don't know.

Mr. FasceLL. Do you know whether or not this is an original or
an amended one?

Mr. CastiLLo. I have no idea.

Mr. FasceLL. Was there a working group in the CIA which was—
a restricted working group to which you had any access?

Mr. CastiLLo. In relation to what matter, sir?

Mr. FasceLL. Central America?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir, the Central American Task Force and 1
was on that task force officially from February of 1983, until July
of 1984, and [deleted] is under that task force.

Mr. FasceLL. Who chairs it?

"~ Mr. CastiLLo. At the present time it is [C/CATF).

Mr. FasceLr. Were you Station Chief when [deleted]?

Mr. CastiLro. I would like to consult with counsel for a8 moment.

Witness conferring with counsel.]

r. WiLsoN. Mr. Fascell, our concern is only a source and meth-
ods concern and presumably the people who review the transcript
will take care of that.

Mr. FasciLL. | am sure the agency will strike out [deleted] or any
infon;:angém with regard to the fact that [deleted].

eted.
at is all, Mr. Chairman. Thank you.

Chairman HAMILTON. Senator Rudman.

Mr. RupmaN. I wonder if Mr. Barbadoro might get exhibit TC-
15M'ust give a copy of that to counsel.

r. Castillo, a few moments ago, and I will refer to the exhibit in
a moment, a few moments ago, you talked about Mr. Owen, that he
might be an ideal member of the clandestine service. Was that
your statement or somebody else’s statement?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, I was repeating [C/CATF) statement.

Mr. RubMAN. Did you agree with that?

Mr. CasTtiLLo. Yes.

Mr. RupMAN. I want you to look at the TC-16. The statement
gives me trouble because it is in eonflict with your testimony. I am
not drawing any conclusions as to who is right or wrong.

The first four paragraphs—it is to “William"”—that is North—
from TC, the courier—Owen—dated April 7, 1986. The investiga-
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tive team was headed by Jeffrey Feldman, Assistant U.S. Attorney,

Southern District of Florida. He had with him a special agent from

Panama and two from Miami. They are Kevin Currier and George
ki, who is with the antiterrorist task force.

n the past he had followed and been assigned to watch [deleted).
According to [Castillo}—I assume that is you—Feldman looks to be
wanting to build a career on this case. He even showed [Castillo]
and the Ambassador a diagram with your name at the top, mine
underneath and John's underneath mine, then a line connecting
the various Resistance groups in Costa Rica.

Feldman stated they were looking at the ‘“big picture” and not
only looking at a possible violation of the Neutrality Act, but at
possible unauthorized use of Government funds—which if I were
Colonel North getting that memo it would make me decidedly per-
sonally nervous.

Now &u have testified that you did not say anything whatsoever
to Mr. Owen.

Mr. Castirro. That is correct, sir.

Mr. RupMmaN. That is not what this says.

Mr. CasTtiLLo. I know that is not what it says, and I stand by
what I said, to the word. I don't know where he got this from. I
don’t recall ever saying—if I said anything about building a career
on this case, it is—it was not in any way—does not in any way
resemble that.

I do not recall ever seeing a diagram. He may well have shown a
diagram to the group, but it made no impression on me and I don’t
ever recall saying anything to Rob Owen about that meeting in any
way, shape or form.

Now I have a pretty good memory, and I admit that I have for-
gotten some things, and will forget, but I have absolutely no recol-
lection of talking to Rob Owen about that meeting.

Mr. RubMaN. We accept your testimony. We accept everyone's
testimony.

Mr. Castirro. Certainly you are doubtful, sir.

Mr. RubMAN. You are reading something into my question. I like
to clear up conflicts in testimony.

Mr. CasrtiLro. I apologize.

Mr. RupMAN. I am not casting doubt on you, saying I believe you
or don't believe Owen. I am trying to find out the truth. We are
not prosecuting anybody here.

Did you talk to Owen about anything to do with Mr. Feldman?

Mr. CastiLro. I don't recall mentioning anything about Feldman
to Owen.

Mr. RupMmAN. {Deleted]?

Mr. CastiLLo. Who [deleted]?

Mr. RubpMAN. Yes.

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir, I did not. I wasn’t about to interfere in a
U.S. Federal investigation [deleted). That was up to him to resolve
by himself.

Mr. RubMAN. See the problem reading your testimony and your
deposition and looking: at this statement, Mr. Castillo, I haven’t
had any trouble with your testimony. The only time I had a prob-
lem is when we got to this terrible conflict. \
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If you look at the situation as existed, you would agree with me
that at the time April 7, 1986, you had an ongoing relationship in
an official capacity with Colonel North?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir. .

Mr. RupMmaN. You got to know Owen pretty well?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes. ~

Mr. RupMAN. [Deleted]?

Mr. CAsTILLO. Yes.

Mr. RupMAN. And these three feds come flying in from Miami
brandishing badges and arc about to launch investigations against -
three of your friends. It is not illegal that meaning no harm you
would say to Owen or to North, “You fellows better watch what
you are doing because there are people who think you are doing
something wrong.” That wouldn’t be unnatural, and it might not
even be wrong.

Mr. CasrtiLro. Correct. :

Mr. RupMaN. You want to stick by your testimony?

Mr. CastiLLo. Absolutely. Let me explain to you, first of all—be-
cause I happened to have this relationship with Colonel North
doesn’t mean that I run to him and tell him about the three feds
flging in. Secondly, Owen, for the most part, didn’t meet with me
after the fall of 1985, or so. He met with one of my officers.

When he was in [deleted]), he would occasionally drop in. We
would chat and he would be on his way, but he met with one of my
officers, because I simply didn’t have the time to deal with him. So
to be specific about this particular thing, I know that I just never
talked to him about it.

Mr. RubMAN. Do you know who did tell him, because somebody
obviously told him.

Mr. CastiLLo. Somebody told him and I don’t know who it was.
My officer wasn't present, wouldn’'t have seen Feldman—it could
have been somebody in the Embassy, I don’t know, but it wasn't
me.

b Mr.? RupMAN. It is a fair assumption it was somebody in the Em-
assy

Mr. CasTiLLo. It could have been the Ambassador—I don’t know.

Mr. RupMAN. Well, you have already told us who was at the
meeting and I believe you said the Ambassador, yourself, and sev-
eral other people, counsel down there——

Mr. CastiLro. The Consul General—

Mr. RupMAN. He was there. There were a number of people but
Mr. Owen doesn’t say that any of those people told him, he says
you told him.

Mr. CastiLLo. There was another aspect to this case. I don’t
think this thing amounted to a hill of beans anyway because they
were talking about people who were sitting in jail and would
change their testimony, from what I h second hand from
others, they would change their testimony depending on whether
or not they felt like it.

Mr. RupMaAN. You may not think it amounts to a hill of beans,
but I assume if anybody showed you a diagram with Oliver North’s
name on it and told you it was a subject of a Federal investigation,
that would amount to a considerable hill of beans, I would think.
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Mr. CastiLro. They were telling us about allegations that people
in jail in Miami or in jail in San Jose were telling them. That
gﬁesn'tt. give, in my view, any authenticity or substantiation to an

egation.

Colonel North w2s constantly being dragged into the press as
being one of the poobahs involved with the Contras. .

Mr. RupMAN. I couldn't agree more that allegations don’t
amount to anything, but the reason I asked the question is we are
ﬁoing to write a report. The report is going to become public. If I

ave anything to do with writing the report, I am going to make
sure of one thing, the substantial conflicts of testimony that are
unresolved will be clearly shown in our report.

We have an obligation and I thought you would have an ample
opportunity-——

r. Castirro. If I could remember if this hapﬁi’ned, I would tell
you. I have no recollection of ever saying this to Rob Owen.

Mr. RubmaN. I would say, Mr. Chairman, that the reason this is
terribly important is because as this investigation goes on and as
we get into other witnesses in Phase II, this is going to be impor-
tant, not particularly as to Mr. Castillo, but it is going to be impor-
tant generally as to our investigation into who knew and what they
knew and what they did, which Chairman Rodino referred to.

I think Mr. Castillo is giving an honest recollection, but it will
all come together as we look at other factors involved.

Thank you, Mr. Castillo.

Mr. CastiLro. Thank you. I apologize.

Mr. RupMaN. Don’t apologize, it is a closed hearing and you are
an animated man and I am a little animated myself. That doesn’t
have to be in the record, but I suspect that it may be.

Chairman HAMILTON. [Deleted).

Mr. Courter.

Mr. CourTer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I don’t have a whole lot. To your knowledge, was the Hasenfus
flight that went down the only resupply airplane that was shot
down inside Nicaragua?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. CourTeER. When you communicated—if you would elaborate
on the substance of your communications with the private individ-
uals, the PBs, if you would, I know that you had contacts at least
through the operation of giving logistic information, but how about
the private network? What type of communications did you have
with them?

Mr. CastiLro. The private network? I only communicated with
Rafael Quintero.

Mr. CourTeRr. He was the only individual that you communicated
hwjtl}’—how many times or how often would you communicate with

im

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, it would be one or two messages before a
ﬂig}mt and one message or so after a flight.

r. CourTerR. What would the substance of those messagees
before and what would the substance of those messages after be?

Mr. CastiLro. It concerned the geographic coordinates, time,
date, from the private benefactor side, number of bundles, what
they contained.
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From the commanders’ side it would be receipt of the bundles or
the information that the commanders had given me concerning the
receipt of the bundles or the non-receipt, as it was.

But there were messages which anticipated a flight and they
were later aborted. .

Mr..Courter. Would you characterize your communications with
the g;ivate benefactors as one of a conduit of information or would
you iving advice with regard to the operation?

Mr. CasTiLLO. It was a conduit, sir. -

Mr. Courter. How did you communicate to the private benefac-
tors? How was that done?

Mr. CastiLro. Using the KL-43 and a telephone line.

Mr. CourTER. And were those messages transcribed?

Mr. CastiLro. I did not know that any of these messages were
transcribed until they were shown to me by the Tower Commission.

Mr. CourTER. When they were shown to you by the Tower Com-
mission, did it apgea.r as if all the messages were transcribed or
were some left out

Mr. CastiLLo. I was only shown a sample and I still don’t know
how many m es or what were transcribed.

Mr. COURTER. And t.your testimony is that the contacts you had
with the private benefactors were more in relationship to a conduit
of information rather than the participation in planning activities?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir, with Mr. Quintero.

Mr. CourTter. With Mr. Quintero.

Were you, Mr. Castillo, shown any legal opinions by anybody

deleted]-as_Chief of Stati

- during-the-time-you-were-assigned

that would be legal opinions on your activity vis-a-vis congressional
mandates, Boland Amendment, revisions of same——

Mr. CasrtiLLo. Not that I recall.

Mr. CourTeR. Did you not testify a while back that the—an indi-
vidual that assured you that your activity and contacts with the

rivate benefactors and contacts with the Contras—that Oliver
orth assured you that your activity was within the law?

Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes, sir, in response to my question.

Mr. Courter. Did you ask anybody else besides Oliver North or
did anybody else give ou an oral opinion as to the legality of your
participation besides Oliver North?

Mr. CasrtiLro. On several occasions when we had Chiefs of Sta-
tion meetings, we would discuss it and the understanding that
headquarters officers had would be conveyed to us.

Mr. CourTer. Who was the headquarters officer that would par-
ticipate in that meeti.nghwhich would convey to g'ou basically an
oral legal opinion as to the legality of your actions

Mr. CasTiLro. [C/CATF).

Mr. CoUurTrR. Was it only [C/CATF)?

Mr. Castrirwo. To the best of my opinion.

Mr. CourTes. Did he read from a written opinion or was it basi-
call&v an cral statement?

_Mr. CasTiLLo. An oral statement within the context of a discus-
sion.

Mr. CourTER. Was this something that you would solicit or did
Pe gpontaneously assure you that your activities were within the
aw '
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Mr. CastiLLo. Both ways. We would ask questions. '

Mr. CourteRr. Was his legal opinions or repetition of legal opin-
ions, was it ever transcribed or any contemporaneous memoran-
dum written by you or anybody else with regard to those opinions?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir, no recollection and that wouldn't be the
way we work anyway.

Mr. CourTeR. Thank you.

Chairman HaMiILTON. Senator McClure.

Mr. McCLuRe. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

- Mr. Castillo, do you know Felix Rodriguez?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes. .

Mr. McCLurke. 1 suppose you know that he was involved down
there, may still be?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes.

Mr. McCLure. Did you have contact with him with respect to his
operations there and what he was doing?

Mr. CastiLLo. I made a telephone call to him in Miami, from
Miami, to express a sense of camaraderie with him, but no discus-
sion of his operation or mine. i

Mr. McCrure. Did he speak to you about Mr. Quintero?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. McCLuURe. So his opinion of Mr. Quintero was never trans-
mitted to you? :

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir. I knew him when he was an agency officer
and it was just a good-will call, there was no business discussed.

Mr. McCrure. Did he discuss with you any question with respect
to the private efforts of the people that were involved in it, General
Secord, the various people who may have been at one time associat-
ed with Mr. Wilson?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir. There was no discussion or no talk about
this at all.

Mr. McCLure. Did you know anything about Mr. Wilson and
the—his involvement with Qadhafi in Libya?

Mr. CastiLro. Only what I have read in a book. The New York
7}‘:'mes magazine, a Sunday magazine, I think, had something on
that.

Mr. McCrure. It must be an unimpeachable source. Were you
aware of the persons who were associated with Mr. Wilson b
name that might have shown up or did show up in connection wit
these private contributors?

Mr. CastiLLo. The only two people that I knew that I had any
contact with were Mr. Quintero and General Secord.

Mr. McCLuRre. And there was never expressed to you by anyone
the concern over the coincidence of personalities?

Mr. CastiLLo. I raised that concern with Colonel North about
General Secord after I had read the reference in the book to him,
and as I testified earlier, Colonel North assured me that the matter
colncec;iming General Secord’s relationship with Wilson had been re-
solved.

Mr. McCrugre. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman HaMiLTON. Mr. Foley?

Mr. FoLey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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I believe you testified, Mr. Castillo, that it was your s tion
that the airstrip be considered. You were the first person who sug-
gested it; is that correct?

Mr. CastiLLo. In an evolutionary way in my discussions with
Ambassador Tambs, yes, sir.

l\q?r. FoLEy. And it was your—it was [deleted] who suggested the
gite

Mr. CasTiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. FoLey. And facilitated the cover for the airstrip?

Mr. CasTiLro. Yes, sir.

Mr. FoLey. And to provide the continuing circumstances
under which the airfield would be operated?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

leted].

g:. FoLey. When you testified about being up late trying to help
coordinate and plan these airdrops——

Mr. CasTiLLo. Not coordinate and plan, sir.

Mr. FoLeEy. What were you doing?

Mr. CastiLLo. Passing information.

Mr. FoLzy. Do you have to remain up to 2:00 or 3:00 in the morn-
inidto pass information? -

r. CasTiLLo. Given the nature of the telephone service in Cen-
tral America to get through one message would take several hours.

Mr. FoLey. There wasn't anybody else that could do this work?

Mr. CasTiLro. And then wait for the response from the communi-
:ﬁti:ms center that the flight had actually made the delivery and

a — an—

Mr. FoLEy. Isn’t that a fine line between passing information and
planning and coordinating?

Mr. CastiLro. Planning and coordination is when you, when I, if
I had control over the timing, the flight, the area where it is to be
recvived, having the people in that area, that is correct. That
would be coordination or planning.

I had no control. We were told when a shipment wouid come.

Mr. FoLey. Were you the only person in the station who was au-
thorized to provide this information?

Do you have anybody in the station that could assist you in any
way with this?

Mr. CastiLLo. I had officers who routinely went to the communi-
cations centers.

Mr. FoLgy. I guess, my question is I don’t quite understand why
it took you, the Station Chief, to 2 or 3 o’clock in the morning to

ass routine information that dealt with weather, vectors, and so
orth, when any officer of the station could have done so.

Was any judgment involved in passing that information or was it
just the passing of information?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir, just the passing of information.

Mr. FoLey. Let me ask you if you were so busy that this was a
requirement that kept you up to the early hours of the morning,
wouldn’t you pass it off to an officer?

Mr. CastiLLo. Because I had the KL-43.

Mr. FoLky. And that you alone could utilize that instrument as
far as you were concerned?
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Mr. CastiLLo. As far as I was concerned, I was the only one
that—it was given to me.

Mr. FoLEY. As a person and not as a CIA Station Chief? )

b l:lr. CastiLLo. As—well, I don't think I ever saw it in that light,

u e at—

Mr. FoLey. My time is up.

Did anybody else in the station know about the device?

Mr. CastiLLo. Others may have seen it because they might
have—it was next to my desk in the back or——

Mr. FoLEY. But you didn’t tell anybody else about it?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Not purposefully, no.

Mr. FoLey. Thank you.

Chairman HAMILTON. Senator Sarbanes.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Castillo, just to followup on Congressman
IF;?,EZ:"'S? questioning, how many messages did you send over your

Mr. CastiLLo. On the low side, 30; on the high side, maybe 35-40.
Well, around 30.

Mr. SArBANES. To whom did you send them?

Mr. CasTiLro. To either Colonel North or to Mr. Quintero.

Mr. SARBANES. So your communications on your KL-43 were to
either North or Quintero, is that correct?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir.

439}![:-. SArBANES. How many messages did you receive on your KL~

Mr. CasTiLLo. About the same number.

Mr. SARBANES. And from whom?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Mr. Quintero and Mr.—Colonel North.

Mr. SARBANES. Only?

Mr. CasTiLLO. Only.

[Deleted].

Mr. SARBANES. Who was at that meeting with the President?

Mr. CastiLro. The President, of course, Mr. Regan; Admiral Poin-
dextelrf, Colonel North, [deleted), my wife, the photographer and
myself.

Mr. SARBANES. Did the President address Admiral Poindexter at
that meeting as you recall?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. SARBANES. Or Colonel North?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. SarBANES. Now, on the airstrip, you said in response to a
question, earlier, that it was never used in a regular resupply oper-
ation, as I recall %'ﬁur testimony.

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct.

Mr. SArRBANES. How much was it used, however?

Mr. CastiLro. As far as I know, it was only used for that emer-
gency landing when the plane got stuck in the mud.

Mr. SArBANES. That was the only time it was used?

Mr. CastiLro. For a resupply plane, that is correct.

Mr. SARBANES. Was it used for other purposes?

Mr. CastiLLo. As I testified earlier, I think that they brought in
some construction material, wood planks, or wood board, boards of
wood, gasoline drums to operate a generator, and a generator. I
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think that is—that may have been one flight, one construction
supply flight.

r. SARBANES. I take it you would have known if it was being
used, would you not?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, there is no guarantee, because I didn’t have
anx‘ control over these people.

r. SARBANES. Well, that was part of your intelligence gathering.
Didn’t you regard it as a responsibility to know what was happen-
ing at that airstrip?

r. CastiLLo. Well, I would like to think that my intelligence
gathering was at a satisfactory level, but there obviously are times
when we have gaps.

Mr. SarBANES. Do you think we can take your statement as to
how much it was used and by whom as an accurate statement of
what happened at that airstrip?

Mr. CastiLro. I would hope you can.

Mr. SARBANES. Now, just as a matter of curiosity, because it was
raised by the Ambassador, was this room 310 at the hotel there?

Mr. CastiLro. I have no idea.

Mr. SARBANES. You have no idea?

Mr. CasTiLLo. I have no idea. I heard it, and I wondered what he
was talking about. I don't know.

Mr. SArBANES. Now, would you say that the Ambassador was
giving you direction and orders in all of this matter about estab-
lishing a Southern Front?

Mr. CastiLro. No. No, sir.

Mr. SArBANES. Were you doing it on your own? Were you work-
ing as an independent operator from the Ambassador?

r. CAsTILLO. Sir, the Ambassador had his own concept of what
he would like to have accomplished in terms of a political unifica-
tion and military activity in the south. His desires and his expecta-
tions were, of course, limited by what was possible, and while he
may have desired something, it was not possible to accomplish it
because of the restrictions.

I followed the restrictions. I think the Ambassador followed the
restrictions. I can’t speak for the Ambassador, and he has to speak
for himself, but if he said something, as in the case of the Pastora-
Singlaub agreement, that I felt was wrong, I told him, and I told
him it was wrong in that case.

Mr. SArRBANEs. All right. My final question: Since you have been
back, where have you been located and what have you been doing?

Mr. Castiro. I was officially recalled to Washington to serve on
a promotion panel. I did so for approximately 2% weeks of the 4 or
5-week length of the panel. At the end of 2%z weeks, because of cir-
cumstances I described earlier, I was placed on administrative
leave. I have done nothing—excuse me—I have had no activity, no
work activity.

Mr. SArBANES. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Chairman HAMILTON. Mr. Stokes.

Mr. Stokes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Castillo——

Mr. CasTtiLvro. Yes, sir.
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Mr. Stokes. During the 20 years you have been employed
CIA, on how many occasions have you worked with the National
Security Council?

Mr. CastiLLo. This is the only occasion, sir. "
Mr. Stokes. Being familiar with the term “chain of command,
did you consider that a Colonel, such as Colonel North, being a
staff; member of the National Security Council, was inside or out-

side of your chain of command?

Mr. CasTiLro. He was outside the chain of command, sir.

Mr. Stoxes. If a case officer working under you were to be secret-
ly in touch with the National Secun(t{ Council staff would he be
inside or outside the chain of command?

Mr. CastiLLo. He would be acting improperly.

Mr. Stokes. Now, you were interviewed by the OIG and also the
Tower Commission, were you not?

Mr. Castiro. Yes, sir.

Mr. Stokes. And in the case of the OIG, when you were first
interviewed by them, were you entirely truthful with them?

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, sir.

Mr. STokEs. And in the case of the Tower Commission when they
first interviewed you, were you——

Mr. CastiLLo. Pardon me

Mr. Stokes. The Tower Commission, when they interviewed you,
were you entirely truthful with them?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir, I was not.

Mr. Stokes. OK.

Mr. CastiLLo. However, I was acting within the guidelines that I
understood both with the IG and with the Tower Commission, con-
cerning my participation in the resupply activity.

Mr. KES. You say you were acting within the guidelines that
you understood. You mean you understood from whom?

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct. I understood it from the division
chief, [C/LA), and I believe I also discussed it with a staff officer of
the Central American Task Force, and it was my understandiné
that the Deputy Director of Operations had negotiated with the I
that I would be questioned only about my participation in the air
supply activity. And when I was queried by both the IG and the
Tower Commission, I responded in that, within those parameters.

Mr. Stokes. But no one ever told you, did they, that you were not
to tell the truth?

Mr. CastiLLo. Pardon me?

Mr. Stokes. But no one ever told you, did they, that you were not
to tell the truth?

Mr. CastiLLo. Oh, no, not to—no.
hMt‘}. Stokes. No one told you that you should be deceptive, did
they

Mr. CasTtiLLo. That is correct, sir.

Mr. Stoxes. Now, they did ask you—the IG did ask you whether
or not éou had any contact with Quintero?

Mr. CasTiLLo. I don’t remember the questions that they asked me
but they may have.

Mr. KES. Do you recall them asking you about the nature of
your communications with North?

Mr. CastiLro. Yes.
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Mr. Stokes. What did you tell them?

Mr. CastiLro. That it was limited to political matters.

Mr. Stokes. Did they ask you about the airstrip?

Mr. CasriLro. No.

Mr. Stokes. They did not ask you about the airstrip?

Mr. CastiLLo. I don’t believe they did, no, sir.

I believe the only question—of course that is January and a lot
has happened since then—but to the best of my recollection they
only asked me about the resupply flights and the passing of infor-
mation and how I did it.

Mr. Stokes. Did they ask you about General Secord and whether
you knew him or not?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir, I don’t recall that question.

Mr. Stokes. Well, I want to read to you from the OIG in your
interview and ask you this q}tleestion: In his first OIG interview,
[Castillo] was not entirely truthful about the extent of contact with
Quintero and the nature of his communications with North. In
regard to construction of Potrero Grande, he was at least evasive and

bably misleading when he said that the airstrip was a Costa

ro
: Eican initiative, they had only monitored its progress

When asked to describe his contacts with General Secord in 1965,
he responded, “I never had any.”

Was that correct? .

Mr. CastiLLo. Sixty-five through—sir, I don’t remember that
question ever.

Mr. Stokes. I am sorry, 1986. I am sorry. My mistake.

Mr. Castinro. If they asked me, I don’t remember that they
asked me. Obviously if they wrote it down then they did ask me,
but I don’t remember it.

Mr. Stokes. Well, did they?

bllwlir. CastiLLo. I am giving you what I recall, to the best of my
ability.

Mr. Stokes. Well, did the Tower Commission come back to you a
second time and confront you with the KL-43 traffic between you,
North and others?

Mr. CasTiLLo. Yes, sir.

Mr. Stokes. And when you were then confronted did you then
tell them the truth?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir, immediately.

And subsequently, when I appeared before the Tower Commis-
sion, apologi for the misstatements and corrected any impres-
sion that I may have left with them concerning my testimony
before their investigators.

Mr. Stoxes. So whatever gou now finally told both of them would
be the truth, is that correct?

Mr. CasmiLro. That is correct.

Mr. Srokes. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman HAMILTON. Senator Inouye.

Chairman INoUYE. Senator Boren.

Mr. BoreN. Thank {lou very much.

Following up on what Congressman Stokes has just asked you,
why, again, did you not indicate the true nature of the communica-
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tions between yourself and Colonel North when you were first
asked about it?

Mr. CastiLro. Well, I can’t recall now exactly how the conversa-
tion went with [C/LA), but he essentially said something like, look,
all they are going to ask you about is the air resupply flight. They
wanted to go into the whole thing of the Nicaraguan program, but
it has been worked out so that all they are going to ask about is
the question of the resupply flights, and that is what I—when they
asked the question that 18 what I answered.

Mr. BoreN. So you——

Mr. CastiLro. Stupidly, sir.

Mr. BoreN. You answered only about that, but obviously the
questions ranged beyond what you expected to be asked.

Mr. CastiLLo. I was——

Mr. BoreN. Did you make a decision on your own?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

fo{ Igom That you felt you should only stay within the bounds
of what——

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct. It was my decision. Nobody told
me to do something or not do it. I decided then and there when
?s:{te}:l the question that I wasn’t going to allow the thing to go any
urther.

Mr. BoreN. Now, why didn’t you? Again, going back to what
Congressman Stokes just asked you, why didn’t you—or did you
report to [C/LA) or [C/CATF) or others within your own chain of
command the nature of your contacts with Colonel North; the fact
that you were communicating with him separately?

Mr. CastiLLo. In political—on political matters I felt that some of
the—some of my views, some of the developments among the polit-
ical people in the south such as Alfonso Robelo and Arturo Cruz
?{lllg" lsomle of the others were not being fairly represented at the

evel.

I felt—and this in no way should reflect on [C/CATF]. We had
professional disagreements. | res him fully. I think he is a very
professional officer, but we did have difficulties. He was inclined
more towards the FDN and the military, and I was inclined more
to the political and the broader spectrum that they represented.

So I frankly enlisted Colonel North as an advocate for my views
at the RIG level.

Mr. Boren. I understand that, but now officially he enlisted you
in his operation more than you enlisted him.

Mr. CastiLio. Oh, no, sir. I had contact with him from 1984
until—well, throughout this period, and the balance between politi-
cal and military was much greater on the political side. The con-
tacts that we had, as I said, it was one-tenth of 1 percent of my
time involving the air resupply and even of that concerning the
mili side was infrequent.

Mr. BoreN. Did you assume [C/LA] knew about your contacts
with Colonel North; is that the reason——

Mr. CastiLLo. Certainl BI[C/CATFj.

Mr. Boren. {C/CA ew?

Mr. CastiLLo. And (C/LA] didn’t come into the division until
May 1st of 1986 and on the previous—2 weeks before when he had
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visited [deleted] I had told him at least about the military side, and
he knew that I had a relationship with Colonel North.

Mr. BoreN. You mentioned the DOD, Mr. George. That part of
your anticipation of the ranﬁof the questions, the kinds of mat-
ters about which you would exmed to respond, you said that
you understood that the DOD also indicated that that would be
the of the questions.

Mr. CasriLLo. t is what [C/LA] told me.

Mr. BoreN. [C/LA] told you that?

Mr. CastiLrLo. Yes. George—I had not seen Mr. George I don’t
think since A of 1984, .

Mr. BoreN. So that was a representation purely from [C/LA.)

Mr. CastiLro. That is correct.

Mr. BoreN. Let me ask, in essence i'ou have indicated that you
did not feel you were breaking any laws, but you were staying
within the bounds 6f communication and intelligence and the other
things that you were authorized to provide. But it was your under-
standing when you were asked to stand down that it was for policy
reasons and/or political reasons primarily. And I presume that
partly that is because the Intelligence Committees were being told
that no one in the agency was having coordinated contact with the
private beneficiaries among other things; is that correct?

Mr. CastiLro. That is what that cable says. I didn’t know that of
m{‘own personal knowledge.

r. BoreN. Did anyone indicate to you or did you have any
knowledge about who it was in the agency that was making these
representations to the committees?

r. CastiLLO. No, sir, but T understand that [C/CATF] is the one
who regularly came down and briefed the committees, as well as
the dxlrebce?]r And [ don’t know who else in the in between.

eted).

r. BoreN. [Deleted) from nine to noon during which time you
met with Colonel North and General Secord [deleted].

y Dig you know you were going to have those meetings at that
ime

Mr. CasTiLLo. No, no, [deleted).

Mr. BoreN. You met with General Secord and Colonel North
during that period of time, thonh, did you not?

Mr. CastiLro. But it was 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

Mr. BoreN. Oh, it was three in the afternoon.

Mr. CasTiLLO. Yes, sir. At the Four Seasons Hotel.

: tﬁ;] BoreN. I see. So you knew you were meeting with them. [De-
eted).

Mr. CastiLLo. We didn’t know until that morning.

Mr. BoreN. OK. [Deleted).

What about this m which I presume you sent, here is this

essage February 26, ing about the flight [deleted), with pilots
geletecﬁ.] and the anti-narcotics unit and the civil airplane, and

EA ed in before we knew anything, [deleted), suspected the
planes and asked DEA to check, et cetera--is that your message?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, yes, it was shown to me and it is obviously
my messa(fe but again I have a mental block about those two
names. I don’t ever recall writing those two names, but I guess I
did. It is my message.

m
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Mr. BoreN. Was this sent to Colonel North?

Mr, CastiLro. I don’t know. It may have been sent to Quintero. I
just—I would have to see the message again and I am not-——maybe
that would give me a hint. ] o '

Mr. BogreN. [Deleted] is aware of the foregoing, told me some of
the details. So on. :

Mr. CasTiLLo. Let me explain what happened. :

The private benefactors had these Maule airplanes, fabric-cov-
ered little airplunes.

Mr. BoreN. Yes.

Mr. CastiLLo. And the Southern Front commanders inside were
beglging us to find a helicopter for them so that they could immedi-
ately evacuate their wounded. Of course, the helicopter is out of
the question. But t}:ﬂ' did have a very serious need to bring out
the wounded, especially those with stomach wounds and other life-
threatening wounds because the overland [deleted] was 10, 12 da¥‘s.

Quintero said they had one of these Maules at [deleteé] and he
suggested that at some time in the future they would send one of
glegelMt::ﬁes down on a test flight to see if it could at least make it

eleted].
ithout knowing it—without my knowing it, he went and made
arrangements with [deleted], the fellow handling construction of
the airstrip for [deleted] to be at the airport, not the airstrip, the
airport, atlideleted]. X
this plane came in and it landed there. [Deleted] wasn’t there
to clear it, the authorities at the airport stopped the plane and
asked them for registration and so forth and apparently they didn’t
have the right kind of documents, didn’t have an insurance certifi-
cate, et cetera, so the authorities told them to fly the plane to [de-

leted).
en i&jot to [deleted), tley called, they called Quintero and
intero called me but in any case, I got involved and apparently
there had been, because here is a strange plane showing up, they
thought it had to do with drugs.

So I asked the DEA office to investigate these fellows, the two
people because we didn't know who they were, and to assure the
:lt:t orities if, in fact, they had nothing to do with drugs which was

e case, . .

Anyway, this sco ended with these two fellows getting back
into the aixiplpne, cranking it R&and flying it back to ﬁieleted] and
that is th:x:‘at we saw of any Maule.

Mr. BorenY Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairmari HAMILTON. Mr. DeWine.

Mr. DEWiNE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Castillo, thank you very much for your testimony today. The
last couple of days we have been talking a lot about the Southern
Front. We have been using this term Southern Front. It strikes me
that that may not be the most accurate way to describe—what did
you understand by the use of the term Southern Front? Was this
really a front in its classical warfare sense?

Mr. CastiLro. This was a term that came about out of a hope
that Pastora and the other units, including the Creoles and
the In and the Blacks and the Chamorro group, could all even-
tually come into a single military ‘effort.
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Now, that Southern Front concept came about during the period
of the 24 Mil—that was the first I think—no, the second incarna-
tion or the Boland Amendment—in hopes that through unification
that the Congress would be more understanding and that this was
a unified Nicaraguan effort.

But it never came to pass until a month ago.

Mr. DEWINE. You have testified about the problems you were

"having with Eden Pastora, about your %oal to get him and the

people that were with him [deleted] into
understand and agg’eciate the testimony.

Weren’t there though a good number of Nicaraguan Free--
dom Fighters who were actually inside Nicaragua who you were
concerned about and you were concerned that we would break
faith with them if we were not able somehow or somebody some-
how wasn’t able to supply them? As you made your daily or weekly
decisions and questions came up about this situation as you testi-
fied, dign’t that affect you in some way and weigh on your decision
process

Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir. There were approximately [deleted], per-
haps as high as [deleted] people inside who never came [deleted],
who were true guerrillas in that they obtained their sugplies by at-
tacking the Sandinistas, who received the help of the peasants
inside, who survived by their wits and their bravery.

There were communications with these people and they included
Indians, Blacks, as well as Pastora’s people, and a few others that
Chamorro claimed. These people maintained communications by
runners, by open radio, and we learned of their—what was happen-
ing inside as well as through refuﬁees.

e found, by the way, and I think you may be interested, Con-
gressman, a definite correlation between the lack of supplies and
increased Sandinista activity against the civilian population and a
lot of human rights abuses.

As things got worse for the people inside, human rights abuses
increased because that was the time that—I am saying as things
got worse for the military people inside, the Sandinistas increased
their repression of the population, because they knew that these
people were supporting through food and whatever little medicine
they could find, and some money, they were supporting these
people inside. So as we received our intelligence of what was hap-
pening inside, obviously it had a great deal of effect on us, and our
concerns for what was happening and there were some very, very
serious problems.

Mr. DeWiNE. What were you hearing, what did you know and
how did it affect you?

Mr. CastiLLo. Well, the Evangelical Church, the Moravian
Church, and small fundamentalist denominations were being deci-
mated by the Sandinistas. We have documented evidence of a case
of an Evangelical minister and his family being tortured, decapitat-
ed, because the Sandinistas said they had evidence that they were
supporting gdreleted] that they were supporting the Resistance fight-
ers inside. Of course this situation achieved its worst period during
1985 because that was the period that they had already been de-
prived of assistance for almost 1 year.

icaragua and to fight. I
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As resupply went in the repression was reduced and, of course, it
was an on-again-off-again thing as supplies lasted or resupglies
were received. So we saw the benefit or the good that came from
resupply, and we saw the results, which they didn’t have enough,
8o it obviously became a very grave moral imperative for us to at
least on the political side do everything possible to convince the
decisionmakers that in fact these people needed the assistance that
only we could give them.

Mr. DEWINE. Thank you very much.

Chairman INouyEe. Mr. Castillo——

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, Senator.

Chairman INouYE. If my recollection is correct, in response to a
question by Senator Boren just a few minutes ago as to why you
were less than candid in your interview with the Tower Commis-
sion, you said, among other things, that [C/LA] told you that “ar-

- rangements have been worked out with the Tower Commission.”

r. CasTiLLO. No, sir, I don’t think that that is what I said.

[C/LA} was only referring to the questions that I would be asked
by the Office of the Inspector General concerning my participation,
and obviously I'm paraphrasing what he said, but that is what I
recall, that the questioning would be limited only to the matter of
resupply, and that it had been worked out that they wouldn’t go
into all the other matters concerning the Nicaraguan situation.
And I acted accordingly in responding to the questions that they
asked, and when they asked a question which was beyond it, I

" made the decision, personal decision, to be—not to tell them the

full—all the details. And it had nothing to do with the Tower Com-
mission, sir.
OI%l%airman INouYE. Who worked out the arrangement with the

Mr. CastiLo. As I understood [C/LA), that Mr. George had
wlorked it out that the questions would be limited to the air resup-
ply.

Chairman INouYE. In looking over your deposition, and I am
trying to refresh né{umemory on that, I gather that from the time
of your arrival as Chief of Station [deleted] you felt that your most
important job was to convert this ragtag army in the Southern
Front into some effective “f'

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir. 1‘%0— don’t recall now just what I said in
the deposition, but if I said that, then I misspoke. My most impor-
tant job, and I always thought it was, was the development of a
unified Nicar political organization and political program,
which as—which the military would be obviously an adjunct of, but
because of the constraints on us we could do nothing in terms of
developing this ragtag military grouping, these groups into any-
thing. So where we could do our work was in the political action
area, and that is what I concentrated on, as well as in the intelli-
gence collection related to it.

Chairman INouYe. During this time I believe the CIA was [delet-
edhargainat Pastora. Can you explain that to us?

. CastiLro. Sir, that is an unfortunate—it is an unfortunate
term to use, Ecrletod']. What we essentially——

Chairman INouve. That was your term I thought.
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Mr. CastiLro. It was my term, but it is an unfortunate term.
The’;e are some things that I can explain well and others that I
can’t,

This is one of those. As I testified earlier, it was very important,
in our view, to establish this unified rgsgosition to the Sandinista
‘regime and to have that %)uposition credible to the Western world;
Latin America as well as Europe. We had done everything possible
to bring Pastora into that unified opposition and he rejected all of
our efforts. (Deleted}.

Chairman INOUYE. So you began to——

Mr. CastiLro. Well, you all decided on cutting him off as far as
the money was concerned. As far as the political side of it was con-
cerned, since every effort had been made to bring him in, and he
had rejected it, then we found ourselves in a situation where we
had no choice except to diminish his political influence, and at the
same time increase or work to increase the political stature of the
other democratic Nicaraguans such as Arturo Cruz, Alfonso
Robelo, Adolfo Calero, Joaquin Chamorro and other legitimate
leaders of the Nicaraguan Resistance.

Chairman INOUYE. And in that process the CIA began to dis-
seminate information on his drug trafficking?

Mr. CastiLLo. No, sir, that was never the case. We attempted to
diminish his influence by showing other political leaders that he
was an irresponsible person and so forth, but never did we ever use
narcotics or even the rumor of narcotics trafficking or anything
like that as a means of bringing about this diminishment. en-
ever we did, however, hear, and there were certainly substantiated
cases, and we can name names, if you wish, of people in his coterie
of supporters and his lieutenants that did have connections with
drug traffickers and, in fact, he himself received funds from a
person who was know to be affiliated with drug traffickers. And I
think who may even be under indictment in the southern district
of Florida.

Chairman INOUYE. Are these men still serving in the Contras—I
mean with the Resistance fighters?

Mr. CastiLro. No, sir. That was one area that-we took—that we
dealt with very carefully. As soon as anyone had even an allega-
tion of drug trafficking—the alle%?tion of drug trafficking existed
we no longer had any contact with them, and they were separated
from the movement. There was, in my recollection, only one excep-
tion to that, and that was a matter of higher authority over me.
But in almost every other case, we repo it immediately to DEA,
and we separated contact with them.

Chairman INouYE. You were the Chief of Station [deleted] and
the chief gatherer of intelligence. I am certain you must have
looked into the assassination attempt on Mr. Pastora.

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir, we did.

Chairman INouvE. Who do you suspect?

Mr. CastiLo. We spent months trying to track down the leads
that we had, [deleted], we were never able to identify the individ-
ual that we felt was the leading suspect.

i INouye. [Deleted).

Mr. CastiLLo. [Deleted).

Chairman INouyg. [Deleted).
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Mr. CastiLro. Yes, sir. He is a suspect. There is a great deal of
circumstantial evidence.

Chairman INOUYE. Is he a Nicaraguan?

Mr. CasmiLro. [Deleted] our efforts have led us all over Western
Europe, Latin America, and as it stands now, the case is still open,
and we have been unable to identify who this individual is.

Chairman INouvE. Who was the high authority that overruled
you on that drug case?

Mr. CastiLro. For political considerations, there were two indi-
viduals who were associated with Pastora who had allegations
against them for drug involvement, and [C/CATF] wanted [deleted).

I objected to it in cable traffic, in person, and it was deemed nec-
essa?' [deleted), at least since these were only allegations and not

g'gqt, and so I was overruled, and we proceeded to do it, and we
it.

Chairman INouYE. But in your mind, it went beyond allegation,
didn't it?

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir, in my mind. [Deleted] there were indica-
tions that our suspicions might be more well founded than——

Chairman INoUYE. [Deleted].

Mr. CasTiLro. [Deleted].

Chairman INoUYE. Are they still Freedom Fifhters? )

Mr. CastiLro. Oh, no, none of Pastora’s people have any relation-
ship [deleted}—either they have come over and have declared
themselves to be within the Nicaraguan Resistance organization, or
thm dropped out oomiletely.

irman INOUYE. I thank you very much.

Mr. CastiLLo. Yes, sir.

Chairman HamirtoN. Without objection, TC-15, exhibit TC-15
will be made of the record.

[Mr. Castillo), we thank you very much for your appearance. You
have had a very long day before the two Select Committees, and
the ifnfo'rgnation you have provided is most helpful to us. We thank
you for it.

Mr. CasriLro. Thank you, sir.

0 SChairman HaMILTON. The committees will stand in recess until

Mr. CastiLLo. Mr. Chairman, I would like to express my appre-
ciation, counsel’s agpreciation for the excellent cooperation of the
Sergeant at Arms, Jack Russ, and the very effective, at least until
now, and efficient way in which we have n brought, in and out
of this building. I sincerely appreciate that, and the committee's in-
terest in my personal security.

Chairman iLTON. Thank you very much, sir.

Senator Rudman.

Mr. RupMAN. I just want to make one comment. It is my under-
standing that the transcrigt is going to be made available some-
time tomorrow to the press

Chairman HamiLToN. That is correct.

Mr. RupMAN. It is also my understanding that under the rules of
Congress and the Intelligence Committees that it would be inappro-
priate for any members or staff or anyone else to comment on
g:ese hgrocee&inge without specific permission in some way from

e chairman.
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Chairman HamiLtoN. That is correct. Under the rules of the
House Committee at least, you cannot release classified informa-
tion without a vote of the committee, and in the Senate my under-
standing is it is a comparable procedure.

Chairman INouyE. That is correct.

Chairman HamiLtoN. The committees stand in recess until 9:30
Tuesday morning.

[Whereupon, at 4:20 p.m., the Select Committees were recessed,
to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., Tuesday, June 2, 1987.)
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t® mr nrern mﬁ[ﬂ 2923 me  ww

P. O 1 SEPTDOER 1906, IN AN AREA DIOW AS 0L GUACIIO [N
T CUCARARRIBA JURISDICTION, AF £2S COLOM FELL INTO A *CLANNOAL®

LOBUSK, e O
a ) AESATES (3 NG SANDINISTAS OISSANDING (W

ZE—
ne *M10

SITACDS €73 GARRISON. THE TOREE IADAED MA> €8S CARRISON VAS
LOCATED IB B DILIRIO, TVREE SILOMETERS FROM CUIDAD RANA (1209W,
SH1SY), ANONG TUE SANDINISTA DEAD WAS TWR GARRISON'S SECOND-{N-
COMUID, ANTONIO ((SALAZAR)). TIE MO/SOUTH (NITS RECOYEAED FOUR
AZ-87 ASSAAT RIFLES (SERIAL WROERS 3127, A744, $124, AD ml.

e
suwmummmt 9.
At MEOOVERED, | T SRSTURNT r<>AlR DROPS<re> WENE NADE BUT,

oosres UNELASSIFIED CATE
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mmm.ummmammmmm
(32). O FRADLES FRON TNR SSCOND DROP BAFR SCTN RECOVERED.
amm.m.m.umnmm

Cyete Y eRe . LB,
o 9 N1D-SLPTOOER 1906) PINLD WO.
i TR it VARNIEG HOTICS-INTELLICENCE
10 POASIGH NATIONALS -WOT

AELEASANLE TO CONTRACTORS/CONSULTANTS --Dl”ﬂﬂlﬂ AND LITRACTION
U muuma CONTROLLED OT ORIGINATOR
282 0T ASCORDED mm OFFICsR. ALL PORTIONS
OF OVERALL COCIAENT.>
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. 0, 08 03 3P 6 AT 1900 NOURD, UNO/S0UTH
FORCES ynotR l CORuAND OF ANQUINED AN P8 PATROL IN Tkt
STREETS (Wr1) OF COLONIA (U ND, THE COMAMAT LASTED TCw MINUTES,

C. ON 06 SEPTENDLR uls. ™
OLTACHNENT UNDLR THE LEADERINIP OF HAD 1w
tMI’ClﬂIVl ENCOUNTERS ®1Tn A SANDINISTA PA Of PuUNTA
GORDA (NFI), TH(' FINSY PHAGE. OF CONPAT ull“ IOIII-"UI nINYTES and

THE SECOND FOR ;l"((ﬂ LILTAL

« O% 12 lt"tll“ 7 0500 uwu. THE CONBINED
PORCES OF unotR cunuomu %D UNO/FON UNDER
COnANDANTE AMBUINED & 34NN lvov on nt
GATEADA® (2088 n AND NUEVA cuuu (lt T TIIL))

OESTAOYED ONE JEEP 4ND T#0 *IFA® TRUCHS CARARYING AT LEAST FORTY
PLOPLE, LIEVTENANT wlo C(NULTA)), LBEUTEVANT FERNAYDD

C(8ALT0DAND) ), 0 CAPTAIN JOSE AORIAN ((CASTILLOID CASTILLO wERE
AMONG TNE SANDINISTA TROOPS TXal « <ILLED

L 314 HE SHIPMENTS
nERE (Ol’lllth PRINARILY OF ANNUYITION aND WeND € €S, Vv0/30UTm

€
TROOPS 4L30 REPORTED THAT Twly wLRC Iv OIRL wELO OF :o-'uu RESUPPLY
OF QUARTENNASTER CLaw 4

(30 SEPTEmBLR 1008) FIELO O,

SUANING;  REPONT CLASS S A T TSaafnlng NOTICE-1NTELLICENCE
PETRREY 7.3, ¢ it -
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i IRRED o
or R FICARAGUAN mmwm (m? ne
unmm mm AN (EP3) OURING TR PERICO FRON LATE ARY 10 2)
|rroacs ek

s B 33 JRT 1986, WN/! TROOPS AIGUSIZD &
SMDINISTS CONIOT O M ROAD BETVREN mm (HS“-'H'N). ANONG
TIR SADINISTAS lll-lb I} NI BATTLE ¥AS SUB-COMANDANTE GUSTAQUIO
{(TELLEZ)) SZURIRA, CARMET IRMGER 18803, TNO/SOUTH TROOPS RECOVERZO
O AR-47 RIFLE AND S0ME QUARTEMMASTER OBAR.

0. 0N OB AUGUST 1986, UMO/SOUTR TROOPS AUSIZD A
“lllﬂ’l m: G TR 204D FION AN mm.m ORY TiRES

EILOMETERS FRON ACOTAPA (1158¥-0510¥), TUB ANBUSK DESTROTED N
SADINISTA *IFA® nua. SANDINISTA SUB-LISUTENANT ROLANDO ((MADRIZ))
UAS AONG THOSE ZILLED.

C o 10
SURPRISE ATTACT O STAriMARY EPS PATROL 1N COMARCA *Juisa
CASTILLO,® TEX RILOMETERS SOUTE OF ACOYAPA (1158¥-8510M).

18 4UCUST 1984, OWO/30UTH TROOPS AN
WEBUSR 08 A SANDINISTA CONVOT OB TME ROAD OSTVELE SAN NIGURLITO AN
ACOTAPA, TOTALLY DESTROTING TWO ®1FA°® TRUCKS.
g. O nwtm.mzmmmm
SAWINISTAS 1N 4 SIMETY-NINUTE OGAT 1N NS ARLA KNOW 43 "PA1SES
8408, SIGHT RILONETERS FAOM "LA GATEADA® 1N CHONTALES,
P 0N 10 STPTDOER 1966, maommmm

[
g

SUDLNISTA FORCES T¥ & OVC-IOOR COMBT e ansa
S IRAL.®

G. O 12 SEPTDOER 1986 4T 0500
mmnmmmmamm
LA GATEADA® AND IRRVA CUINEA, TVO CILOMETERS FROM °LOS SANTOS.® T

3§§
g

OKTS TN ® ity
4 M0TAL OF SIX lll oommoo LIGNTS, POUR OF WICH BAVE BCEN FOUND.
(mmm: mmwnunamma
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o Y mmumvu (a0/900TH) AND TE
SADTHISTA POPOLAS LAy (28] POMES OOGMAD DURTNC TYE PERIGO PhoM

1ML 09 m 1906:
AT 1800 HOURS, RO SQUADS FRON TR
COLUMES EMGAGED AN UWIDENTIFIED
€73 TNIT 4T COMANCA &L L) N A ﬂ—lllﬂl FIRE PIGHT,
WOURS, A 3QUAD uot:;
(13 [ + RRYA GUINEA, TA SUR. TXERS VAS 3 PIvE-
NIWTE PINS FlONT.

G.G“ﬁ =“le PRON
ik SHE COLU, N e LS AGUSHED
ut:snmmn. lm SERRANO

AND DIGAGED THEN 19 A 30MIWTE TIeE FIGT,
0. 08 19 ST 106 & 1 Lt m‘.
/S0UTH COLIAGS, LED ' NauSED X £FS
SANTA OOEZ, FIFTEDN " 155 CuILEs, L
ALCOI, TELATA ST

HOURS, A SQUAD°-D T .
W O 5
A STRRANO. WTES, s _
o e e

3 RIO SAN JUAN, ICLATA SUR.
ACTIONS 0N 22 JULY 1985 3T WNItS
P IN THE RUBEN DARIO ARLA OF WUEVA

1. FOUGKT ¥ITH ZLOENTS
uumuﬂummwm '.
4% 1200 m. ‘s QUAD LED
1'& HOURS, TI® SQUAD LED
TVO UNITS COMMANDED
ANBUSIED TWO
SQUA SANDINI 1ER 19, 20
EILOMETERS MORTX OF LOS CHILES.

2 JLY 1906 AT 0920 NOURS, WNITS LED
mmmmmumn

OACED T Sune 213 T
AATE DICACED T O35 NTT.
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COLA, IELITA SUR.

K

ADOUST !”‘Ifﬂnm.lwnmn
ATROL AT

i3 ——
Amcuo AN g?8

FOLLOVING <><RESUPPLI<><> B

PERIOD rm llD-MY \9‘6 70 KID-AUCUST 19861
WARINE >RSP P (N> ZF FORTS

BOAT, ALONG
!Mlbt lﬂllﬂll & SUl ¥
>AIR Moo <>ompu¢n

< LN
I. o 11 JIRY 1986, FORCES|
FOUR BUNDLES OF SUPPL

SgECh € T--VARKING NOTICE-INTELLIGDCE
.NOT RELEASABLE YO FOREIGH NATIONALS--¥OT
TANTS «-DISSENINATION AND EXTRACTION

CTORS/
OF INTORMATION Y GRIGINATOR.
DECL1 OADR DRY HUM §-82 BY RECORDED REPORTING OFFICER. ALL PORTIONS
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QuUN3tsa.
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(ExuiBrr TC~6)

e GRLASSIRED

The unit s § which we wanted to drop in the southern quadrant of
Nicatagus 13 in desperate need of ordnance resupply. We had

planned to do & material drop from the supplies we are bdringing
lnto but the units = headed by

t wajt. Have therefore developed an alternatlve
plan vllleh&hu been briefed on and in which he concurs.
The L-100 which flies tto--tq_on Wednesday should
terminace it's NRAO mission on arrivel as At that
polnt it should load the supplies at which « theoretically

is assesbling today at - and tike thea to°
Lmu iteas should then be translosded to the c-123
after deing properly rigged. On any night bctma“ oday,
Apt 9, and Priday, Apr 11 these supplies should be dropsed b
the C-12) in the vicinity clﬂ
—ﬂn A/C ohd penetrate Nicaragua across the Atlantic
Coast shouth ol_ Call signs freqs end zone marking

1ight diagram to be provided to Ralph u- by the new
UNO Sur operator we are taking care of. KOpe we can sake ﬁu
happen the right way this time. If we are ever going to take
the pressure off the northera front we have got to get this
drop in - quickly. Please make sure that this is retransajtted
via this channel to Ralph, Sat 'use steels. Owen already
briefed and prepared to go v/ the L<100 out }‘-u this will
help. Plesse advise soonest.

warn regerds, : %H..,, 7&’9

" INCLASSIFIED :’j‘::.‘ij&\
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UNCEASSIFED

Coppt 3/34/86 1100

W
24.5203 Mar 86. Ralph should havé held &iscussions vu.‘..ay

novw re Le100 drop to Dlackies troops. If you have lia

owen to ¢o ce-pn the L-100, suggast you call
and ensure he ¢oes a.l possidle get load relessed from

e also emphasise ve cught to dzop something beeides *.62. e.c..
grenades, medical supplies, ete. I will bde st Tom Greens' cflice

fer rext three hours. Regards, Dick. 3¢ ,

L — F
N ey Comm
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Goppe 3/37/86 1130

L3
2agt 1 2715353 Mar 86, L-100 is returning to NIA ud

Apparently, Rob and ycu 8re trying to work up clean out of
—mt 1-100 must come home. Toom many cooks in this
sroth and Gedd end Sat very unhappy. Ralph talked to Rosano st
e ROt SUre Vhich == yesterdsy at 1400L.
Romano sald FOM totally unavaze Of any s7reement to seand anythirg
to Blackies trcops. FON needs all its stuff oz itself, 8
+hole nese ie result of incompetence on CIA part or vorse.
2¢.’ "1Ues tO GXPress surprise. Meanvhile, my ability to sell
shis cype MSW continues to ezode becauss of lack of. y
::olonitonaltu. T™his cannot be totally uuu»u:d to recent ‘-t\.’ \%"

smbat sine 1aizs ¢eal vas put together long ago. W
ﬂ
P I ’ 'm §2

8. m- -

uncmS‘smfn
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Coept 4/9/06 1748

09221323 Apr 986,

1. 2100 sei1z noe [NNNRNRR: 1735 ssr. c-123K and teron

special drop crev in place atf nd are prepazed o cave
N dzep yet tonight, if niracle occurs and L-100 nakes it inte
N n next few hcurs with chutes, riegiang, and orcuance as
wéll as good {n-commission status. C-12)K is ready and mission
capable. Ralph is in good contact vith me via KL=4),
A [V
2...1.0 in contact with Ralph via KL<43 and is passing

current intelligence for drop crev.

3. Ralph reports they have noxvod—ptoblcn e don't
know whether they shot him, paid hu‘-. sjected him or what.

N .
4. Mr. nbaes fixed good csecorder on my phene Eot—u an
-

when he ever calls again., Allah Akbar. Cick. #?

2
:'.\-\\-a. Caclioma ..-'-J-.a (100 wf \ead o8
u-co-...oao Kaste
Seany 1L ogm, 8638 ‘ Comennis
‘ M\.-s ‘-&5
RN L AN e
r [l ¥
Pty DR R L2 ¥
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-Wu 18 1200 UN@%&ED

772. Togw, Rstoml Svady Sesaclh

%

xosfo nours locel Aptu 12,7 Per UM South roreo‘."im; :
weengﬁl!y"«’-pm I 9. Pored reqilsted to send
full report/ invertory. Whea told 1most cziad in
qnu!ni sppreciation, Our plans duzing nent 2<) weeks includes

“saritime deliveries YXAO suppliids to same, WRAO air drop to WO

South, but w/certified air worthy afrcraft, lathal &rop to VMO
South vigdt o UNO South Porce with photogs, UNO

awlpipo . Caps Ani shizes, aréd transfer of €0 UNO/PARN recruits
sreying 81l remaining cached lethal materiel’

‘to join UNO South iorec. ur objoeem §9 creation of 2,300 san

torce which can sizike uoﬂhvut and mx-up with quiche to form
solid southerzn force. uh&ﬁ-. envisage formidadle opposition
on Atlantic cmc tuuppuoc at: ot by n’_..ulo this say de
overly asditiocus plaming But vieh your help, belleve we can pull
it oft.

) subject. AFP story appeared ia sorning 9»0-\
U.8, attorney south Florids investigation arms, dsugs tra ie

involving insuzgents and U.S. sympathisiszers. hnoll. CFA
named, PFocus oa Mar 1983 shipment ft.. uuomx

vi

Wew subjeet. Ref Crus split. lmy not offer Crus pmu'tms-
presidency in secret agresment ugnod by principale? ’qq\ ,

Regarde, DV. » 1"\\
. £ éﬁ@&ﬁn . ‘_s:"\\
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4/1370€6" 2000

Delivered t-by 707 yesterday is & plans load of
ordnance for your feiends. Asmo sboard includes 2ds of
7.62 x 39" and o like ast of $1. Also Mv-.n-u hand

grenades, ancillary items for the C-4 plastic explosives -.-
) u_ght sachine qunde v

dlastic caps, det cord, ete., an
248 of linked amno ard 3
use in anbushes. Whea and vhere do you vant this stuff. MNe are
prepared to deliver as soon as you call for At. 38 there an
UNO/FARN communicator being placed tn—‘!l so, pleass
have this guy coordinate with Ralph so that ve have things vired

together. Also vish to note my guys are flying without any
intel. Can ve 40 something about getting them the radar profiles

anti-oersonnel aines for

of Nic AM radare, ete. BT

rm.m o S-AeT
Qeclnifiod/suipemt on___
. Sndor pedsions of £, 12336
by 0. Reger, Nabigapt Security Councit

- “aq Q.

Gligy. -
— ﬁm.aeggg@ _
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VISR Y
Ccppr 5/3/06 1043 This Just received from Ralph. 1 unlerszard
it all, think you prodably will:

May 02 1600 his.

1. We have 20 men equipmeat Ir
delayed operstion becsuse lac

sze being sended here for us to
take thes tO Strip ORher thAn ours, then ve procesd vwith ¢ps.

2. All 90 druas tiansferzed to west together vith suppore

equipmént. C=123 made three successfol runs vithout pradlena.

3. Successful in eonvlneu.uq:n need to xeep
—Mn. sll e need nov I8 the rifles and

SUPPOTL Veapons.
R d : -
o i IS Agency Nqrs backed up of ve controlliny OWQ ccamo man they

> want hi u-;lu.md ditferdat pad dut uur.o-

radso. ays not to @lght it.

o

$. Request appréval to send C-12) ¢t

to work as ve
don’'t have any use for it here right acv. Will Xeep caridv heze.
for west support vhen needed. Advice. qLﬂ

by . Reger, Mationa? Secunty Councit

6. U.S, LTCOL
o - for mil group commander £o can cpen us the &oor there

wit nev military top. In very good relation vuh_
31t ve or Ollie can

nelp hia he can be our Steele there., BT

fiNpracorn | efroE o

Partiady Declassilied / helonsad on
ender provisioss of £.2. 12356
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CUNCSSIFED - e

April-2¥ 1300 Costa Rica. Met vw‘na aogning.

1 0pe portpone, no future date Yar. ;

2- ogep-oo 210 Indians in C. ll.ea reschedule for pite drep but

still for end of this wesk. tﬂhuto Af poseible giving

range c7, diseance to AN e 2ocx o uwunm-
Will need keg lights for this.

3+ Maule run test accompiish. MO reporte from air crev yet but

qround reports success.
May 8th. Ambasesdor a
aigoht stgn of our future vltu nev muuttuwn.

t T3 stimated time for 2ig drop with uoﬂ to xﬂu\l is 10

€0 13 days aftez we accomplish thy 30 xudnno drop in C.0. pbni.

officially dismisaed from post ae
ttcnqu working st tt. Resules




%

tive Actions of Rden Pastors
icking Activities by Meabere of
vr Ocganisation °

. of nn incotporation into the Ficaragua
b den Pastora proved 'th-be a destadilising
element vwithia the Nioa an opposition sovesent, B8is
sotions,.and pacticularly his public comments, frequently
zuvim the Sandinistas with pto pagands benefits, pacticulscly
18 statemente about alleged Mational Quacd contcod of the FOR
nd PON strocities. While n'uu'ﬂbjutlvu vere never
tg:u. w sctions v:i: probabl; ut vnod lu l d«m 0

tt. lmhdl 444
u fsastose lu vasted nlll ’ Ko nds
without donloplat mch 1ess fab) ting, & cohereat, militacy
stzategy or guere ih progran. K

2. Thete is no fiem ﬂlm 1iak Blen Pusters dicsarly
to drug trafticking uthulu. u 11
iafo -bo m
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(Exsisrt TC-10)

[{T ¥ {411
REFt  DIRECTOR 852972

1. ACTION RIQUIRLDY
1S SROUGNT TO ATTENTION O

» l
. Rk LEADEASHIP AL A SOUTHORA
undg nm FORCE . ORSAT ACTIONS tummu. via_

REGULAR 1061 ALSUPMLY
T i
mmn Tt T

wnd

n

ender provitions of E.J. 12356
. Reger, ¥otional Security Council
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THE COMMANOERS Ullg AVIO LISTENERS
WERE THE ONLY ONES WHO LXPRISSED
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0 at 2
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UNCEASSHRED

0GC-£7-30377
3 azer 1900

i George Jameson
ABsociate General Counsel

Assistance to Milltacy Resupply Activities
0f the Nicataguan Democtatic Resistance

\

L. You have asked for an opinion on CIA‘'s authority duzing
Fiscal Year 198¢ to provide asgistance to the silitacy resupply
efforts of she Micaraguan de J 1¢ zesistance. The question
acises Decause of allegqations ‘j 8 CIA officer duzing that
time provided intormation to D88 of the reasistance and to
PeL3IOns, ‘the so-called °privaty-tdnetactors,® siding ther to
enable the resistance to :oec;:q.- sapons, asaunition, and other

L1

luyynu inside micaragus dur e petiod of s congressionsl
linitation on tha expenditure zfunds to support pacamilitary
operations in Wicaragua. Thi rendun vas guvldu to, ané
discussed vith, you in drafe Janvery 1987, It is
substantially identical to th (143 that it .
incorporates editorial comme provided to me on
$ Tebruaty 1967.

SNMARY

2. DOuring Fiscal Year 1986, CIA was sutdorized to provide
linited information and advice to support the effective
delivery and distribution of militazy equipmant tq g2 i

tence. It is both the degree of CIA's iavel [AREE T, and the
nature of that involvenent that is determinative JARYEY) av
suthorized CIA to share intelligence with the refXRRNNEQ

-
%
4
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including iaformation that vould have potentisl milictary
significance..; The.congressional report language states that
ClA could not, however, enguo in activities °that amount to
patllelrnlon i{n the planning or execution of military or
scamilitacy operations in Wicaragus by the Wicataguan
encceatic tesistance, or to participation {n logistics
activities integral to such operations.® %
lav proviéded authority tor CIA to ptovide In volving
safe delivery sites, weather conditions, hostile gisk
a8808380NtS, . 000 the like to assist the Micaraguan resistance
in theic zesupply activivies, vhaze CIA's zole 4id not amount
to pntlcl:ﬁg ng 'in the actusl delivery of materisl or in
xhnning. icecting, oz othervise coordinating deliveries
ueing the courss of or in the context of specific milivary
engagenent. .

LEGISLATIVE BISTORIs

3. The applicable statutory provision ls found at section
105 of the Intelligence Authorisatioa Agt for Piscal Year 1986
(P.L. 99-169, 4 Dec. 198%), vh{te_l,provuon

~ ¥ -
{s) Punds available to.the Central Intelligence

Agency, the Department of Defense, or any other

uonc{ ot entity of the United;States favolved in

iatelligence activities may, bejobligated and

expended during fiscal yuv:..'lph to provide funds,

mateziel, or other assistance.to the Wicaragvan

denocratic resistance to sw t milicary or

patanilitary opetations in Blcazagea only as

authorised in section 101 and as specitied in the

classified Schedule of Avthorisations zeferzed to in

section 102, or pursuaat to section 302 of tde

mational Secupity Act of 1947, or to section 106 ot

the :; ::uuul Appropriations Ast, 1985 (Pudlic

Lav - .

(b) wothing in this section precludes--

s Al
(1) adainistration, by the Nicaragudngr+:
luul)uﬁu Assfstance Oftice .mm!_. ? 'Eié?‘)
£,

gaecutive Ordes 12330, of the program o
husanitarian assistance to the Wicate

denocratic resistance provided for im:th
supplenental Appropristions Aet, l’l}% o

-

NCLASSTFEE momey,

Hecass
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«=(2). activities of the Department of State
o lol_lel; such humanitacian assistance for the
lﬂeu‘:u_ \auoenue cesistance.
. [

The Joint Explanatory Statesent “that accompanied the conference
zepozt to B.R. 2419, wvhich vas the Nouse version of this
provision, stat dl-'-r

BN S

LA .37 .

'nrmu_x‘e/u note that under curzent lav and

the -regtpittion contained in Section 103 of this

Confecence Report, the intelligence agencies may

fnvuo advice, including intelligence and counter-

ntelligence information, to the Ricaraguan

democratic reeistance. Section 103 does not perait

intelligence agencies to engage in activities,

including training other than the cosmunications

training provided for pursvant to Section 103, that

amount 3o participation (n7tN§ planning or execution

of military or paramilitagy operations in Micaragua

by the Nicsraguan democratic’fesistance, or to

participation in logistics.activities integcal to

such operations. B.R. Repy ¥o. 99-373, #9th Cong.,

1st Sess. 16 (190%). '

L)

4. 1In his presentation o'fthq' bi11, EPSCI Chairman

Hamilton stated that °training, o lnx other activities--
including advice--that amount w,.gatt cipation in the planning
or execution of military sctivitids bx the Contras, or acting
as military advisors to the Contras, is prohibited.” Cong.
Rec. N,10294 (Safly ed. 19 Mov. 1905).

section 103 represents & small step forvard
tovard £ull support for the resistance by permitting
coopezation in the aceas of information shacing,
nﬂv:c:‘.n;:cnlpo:uuon. and bumanitezian ajd.
at ¥, .

The tranportation assistance referred to above bysch
Nasilton vas to be provided by the State DepazciRAtf
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ClA-gor 28T IVATY of humaniterian aid, and would oomstitute
participation’rather than sere provision of advice. It vas in
this mun‘th,t_ usunnutm Bonloz specifically addressed
- the uuuuluga_‘q A's pasticipation in sotivities “such as
czaining, or anyt a! including logistical support, that would
amount té"pacticipation in the plaaning or enecution of .
rusultny or military operations In Nicaregsa.® We'drev the
fetinction batveenvpermissidble and noaperrissible involvement

as follover o/
AT d ave
LS AR AR

BV R At

‘m:ﬁfuk?lpnh". the {ntelligence autdoriszstion
conference rqpozrt has dcavn 8 clear line betwesn, on
the one hand, the sharing of intelligence information
with the Centeas, vhich U.S. ageacles iavolved ina
intelliqence activities are petmitted to do; and, on
the other hand, planaing for., partioipation in, or
providing sdvice on any paramilitary or military
operations, vhich 0.8. utgml involved in intelli-
qence activities are expe ul* probibited from
doing., 14. at E,10297. i!',:..'

Congressasn Namilton agreed. i'-bi;" .
| R
$. Tvo days later, uutat'mnnlnu". in presenting the

bill to the Senate for passage, attempted to clarify the fatent
of the ptovision: :

.~ -

e
Joar!

clntli. the iaulm u:dunclu vill be
providing intorsation advice on matters of
concern to the Wicaraguan democratic resistance, such
as inforsation on {nists capabilities, cesources
and intentions, snd advice on astters such 8
effective delivery and distribution of satesiel. The
conferees have, hovever, specified that the
iatelligence agencies are not to engage in activities
that actsally asount to pacticipation ia the pl¥NNMiag
or execution of military ot paranilitacy opecations'
in Wicazagua by the Wicaraguan democratic registance,
or to participation in logistics activities ’i“ﬁ‘*"v"
to such operations. Coag. Rec. 5.1607¢4 (u& $ 2

o L
; 7 R
iy g y——re }
«,»_i{" T

21 Bov. 19885).

© UNCLASSIERD-
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.- .
The legislative history, thecefore, seeas to dzav distinctions
batveen. on.the one hand, participation, planning, and
providing sdvice (vhich would not de permitted in support ot
parasilitaty operations) and, ona the other band, Information-
shacing, including sdvice on the delivery of supplies. Tthis
information-sharing vould be authorised even {f g! vould have
potential military significance so !on! a8 it 4id not amount to
putie(pnlon.ﬁlonino. or military advice. There is no clear
indication _that Congress intendad to prohibit CIA from giving
advice on Bupply operations, ané sose indication that it did
fntend. to distinguish betwvesn mere inforsation-sbaring and
actual participation in such operations. rorthermoce, there
would appear to be a valid distinction betveen taisaible,
general military resupply operations and operations in the
eontu: o; specific military opezations, wvhich veze not
authorjited.

o vips:

6. With this in mind, the Office of General Counsel,
tolloving enactment of the bill’ iato lav, took 2
torvard-lesning although guagdedqposition on the provision ot
intocmation relating to the supply of resistance forces.

-) Essentislly, 0GC fnterpreted; t! eilav not to distinguish betvean

e e -—-0dec-20-naintain a

information or advice of & logisticel nature and advice in
gqeneral, except for advice on-gpecific ailitary opetations. On
19 Decesber 1983, then Genersl Counsel Stanley Spotkin noted to
the director of Central Intelligence in the context of this
congressional sestriction th while advice on logistical
sattezrs not 'integral’ to al y operations would be
acceptable, there is 8 fine 1ine to Do drawvn and greater cause
for concern the closer the CIA role approaches the provision of
sdvice that supports specitic -mnr¥ otoutlonl' {Tad A). In
addcassing the implications of aay eflocts for CIA to give
sdvice on the effective delivery and disteibution of silitary
equipnent, Nz, Spothin seoned to say that OGC could legally
defand CIA's awthority to 4o so, although he thou At that this
would have to be worked out with the intalligenc SBlttees in

slefutionasy
bt ¥

_consensus o8 the PIOYLAR.
aote vas given in the tace of disagresment st e
EPSCI Chairman Ramilton and SSCI Chairman DurepberjeciRolloving
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the ensctadnt of.section 105 8nd In light of the latter's
statement t0.the Bepate. -

AT
EPSC1/88CT DISAGKERNEIT: :

v+ 7. "Chaicrman Mamilton, in & letter to the DC1 on 4 Dececder
1905, stated that~the lav intended to preclude advising the
cesistance on ‘logiatical operations wpon which allitary oc
B ailitszysoberations d-rna for theiz effectiveness® (Ted
). Senator-Durgabarger dissgreed and, in » letter to Narilton
dated S Decenber 1983, stated that he Delieved the lav would
preclude sdvice an logistics activities integral to the
effectivensss of particular ailitary or utullltn{ opetations
{f it vould amount to °*participation® in such activities, even
2 thet tuue(uuen wege not 'n!ucal.' Rovever, he
distinguished between °general logistical advice (or logisticel
advice related to humsnitacisn or communications assistance)
and advice that amounts to pattigipation ia logistics
activities lau!ul to llli!ll!..:? pacanilitary tations®
{Tab C). Clearly, Senator Durenbirger, fn :0:»3:15' to
Congressnan Ranilton, intended to'perait s vider range of
advisory activities than ChairmantHesilton. 1In a topl{. on
9 Deceader 1988 (Tad D), ChairmaniBanilton expressed his
continued disagreeneant., Ne 8150:{splied that this vas because
any lo!lstteu advice could be.used to l'mll paranilitary
opszations, and be seen as prohibited silitary sdvice:

.

It would (11 serve uo“'u y t0 become eadrolled
in coatzoversy at this junlture regarding a smatter
sbout vhich Congress has expressed such ctepeated
teservations.

setting aside for a moment the purely hortatory nature of this
language, 1€ Chairmaa Bamflton's viev were adopted, it would

mean that Congress intended “hat CIA provide no al
inforaation to the resistence. (See Tad B for OOCLOP
authority to share iatelligence of Nu::f:: alll

advice and military advice, betveea {nformation-g]
ecicipation in, or planniag for silitary operaf]
g:tvna activities integral to military opetati
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of ‘hf@l‘:lt.lonl‘ to support logistics activities in & mote generas
context Lkbat Is; not involving & specitic ailitary opecation ot
angagesent &3 sed to routine or peciodic tesupply). This

Agency,’in fact,-adopted an interpretstion sore in line with the

$8C1-position,

St
3 -
{M‘i ry 1986, Chalesan Eamilton requested aa
fntezpratation of the phrase "effective delivery and distridu-

tion of dhterisl to the resistance,” and asked how CIA would
“easuce that advice you may give does not rise to training
zesistance forces in logf activities.® The Agency's

1{] se nade it clear that it considered the provision of
advice to support resupply efforts to ba suthotized, including
"genezal advice thag is not ureuie ot essential to planning oc
exscuting military or paramilitary rations in Wicaragus®

(Tad 7). 1 Delieve the nehp!c-uc cstes a clesr EPSCI
recognisation that CIA would givg)cesistance information and
advice telating to uluunculse_.t vities.

.l

LR
concLostons o
* 9. 1n conclusion, in Fiscel Yesr 1986 CIA vas avthorized 20

tovideg inforaltion g0 the-nicimey tepistange that
:wu clude inteld ace ulgg_ Qf potea {-?-mﬁ:y .

significance: for ezample, iafoription on Sandinists
capabilities, resources, and tions., CIA also could provide
advice on matters such as the effective delivery and
distzibution of silitaty equipment, 80 loag as this 4id not
amount to participation im parasilitary operations in micaragua.,
either in their planning or execution, or ia logistics
activities ®integral® to such tations. Mvice could risse to
the level of participation if CIA took an active part in
planning or coordinsting resupply mlesions for specific para-
military opezatibas. o B ng jnt. nce of
ng T 14 h cond Lt IONE I TTIqgh
}EROIE, ARG SERAL JAEGERATION YO FURITY IR AT ¢ g S
upblies £¢ ! | : TALINERLRE
FOUIS BOT S680 SO DY PrOSIDICEY, DUTE DYCEETY TRINSWOSIY: ROL
ESRatitute Yparticipatiod,” ARA Recanas fhis soRIZICOTEEY
1 . Bt Al h




188

ONCEASSHFEY

imﬁ‘u”ﬁ‘uopt the more restrictive viev of EPSCI Chalraan
aRilt - -

B 5 (J-u..vr--nlu)illl."i’l
TATAANEUL M) At DT RAReSIZie ailitary oF SALARILL]

1 n\u \ruuunlxu-n' AARERIATIHL Y TES Rtatute, also

course, & g
B-08 tevieved In order to Ccunln vhather the
ncuvltlu o! [] lnelne CIA employee vere consistent vitd the

statute ducing the applicadle period.

Attachments, &/s

#,
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mo: 1 :"
soRct: hacws'BIP . 0 v 02
. 31
mmana
™ 4 4 » d by Joﬂuy Telduen, Asst '3 I.l.

Diatefet oﬁmu-. B hed -m Ba s $pee frem Peasns 4Md tve free’ nus Thy
are Revia Cerrter sad Goorge Rissyneks, vhe u ot Task Porce, 2
the meummwummw to-ul

Accordi Pelénsa Jecks to Do wveating to Wild & career o nln csse, Be even

Aabasssdor o disgres vith your nans st the top, uine waderscath and
Joha'e casath 8les, thea & lise u-utln the variews reststsncs growpe ia C.R.,

Poldusa stated they were leoking ot the tere® and et Leckiag st 8 1%1e
violstien of ;h.zuuucy u= but ot 23:{1. hoed :;.‘l e m

th weat saversl tises te the peisen te questicn the five in Jeil. Thay tried te ull :
Joha, Sut he’ was adviesd wet te talk with them waless he bod & lovper prosent. Joba
-nln‘ £n the V.8, on Saterday, oo they vill prededly try te traek hia dowa,

Attached are seversl letters Joh bas recoived frem the people $8 Jail. There slse'ls
& aterised % e Care, vho has done nost of the talking. e 1t be

ostates Marthe Bosey and Teay Avirgen told his wvhet 1o say. These twe “cepertere” sre

sothing nere thaa disinformstion axperte, sad they are after sa and you.

1¢ ond vhes l o8 contocted by the 71 T vill set sasver say qulutu vitheut 8 attersey
pnm:; o thes, 1 vill mot assver say questiens. It o the oaly wey I can o0e to
stea the tide.

Perhape it 1o tine I retire frem this 1lne of werk snd focus on asother pare of the
vorld sad against anether greup of Codless commeniots.
190 POLITICAL SITUATION

Red & lengthy discusston with Alfonss, Ne and Arture sre going te give It ons last try
for wesainglul refern £a WO. 1f sone chonges a7e not nade, thay Doth see a0 Coa00R to

contises,
Anoag the changes, sad these he considers niser, are the removal of
11 these casmet be scconplished, ho believes sl fs lost.

Be'ls ferione ﬂtmu Velfeves thare sat be some sction taken. Doa't belleve
M - hie » will vaat 2088 respoase te:the froat Lisa ceport. Delleves
& g0, or at least his pover constderably deniutehed.

Be arrives ia Misas on Tweodsy and thes there Is & neeting La Misal on Wedaesdsy vith
o1k the Doys. Both be and Crus would 11k sossthing positive to com fres lt.

T
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mhwﬂbi‘lmn»mm.hmmuunumm
u“:u'tmmmu-m-.x * steal
nmuum.‘hmus'azm-. e
.mdgucuwﬂu.m baow ebomt " what L9
gotag oo o2 . o= g ] 0232
G Last Tussday, Adolfe sest Cories Wivert & press 1610000 he hod writien ob 4 recponse
u.-uuc-u{ul steusations. mmwum.uun-oomumg..,
uoum.mr (73 sffest1 “The Suited Mesraguen Oppoeition
tahoo full B1ity Lot the diotridution of all damsaitarise aid provided by We.°

My oaly eboosvation 101 waless sens vishle changes ate nede o:l. Molfe ealoreos then

stoaget the FOD, W0 wtll fall ¢ It aleo ohould Do hopt 1a nisd thet there fa
ou«huuuo!h ve boon to. y atrike & desl oo the
olde o0, that £f Redele ship, Adelfe ola together.
2CUTIERD MAMIDE OPTIAYION

On Feidey, the third puccossful trip iate Bieareges vas nade by our maritise grewp.
A cover operation has been eotadlioded sad ve seon vill besdle to eead Lo

several tvips & week, One beat s full stlonsl, anether eheuld be reedy ta 1S to°
11 daye ond & third 31 daye later.

e oparationsl part i strictly vithout Biear: s @ for ¢
operaters on ssch telp,

pteviding they dea't got ca th ates there ave st & swmber of Iadisns
8 . .

.
- .

n!nuud it uight bs tine to sond dovm DLl Keaney o8 ve are woving tate the ”gere
80de. It vould Do dacter to got hia situsted new rathar thes later,

1¢ are

Uader the sev osnpeny thet has Veen forned to act a0 8 tover, we vill Desdle to Vring
In Jock's beste duty free.ond legelly. Bet dod.

B

An good ot vhere 1 sa for snether 435 days o so. Nave theught about tesigaing fream there
becouss of all the hest, but vill stick £t out {f you thsak it appropriste. I do not
vaat to do saything that will end up caveing you predless, but that time has predadly

. 81resdy cons and gens, snd 40 000 veuld say “Ue'e I teo deep nev te turs back.®

Fo question, [ an & bot property, as eves people o the Rill are ashing qeastions sbout
86, T vant te 000 this Shrough, but not at the cost of jeepardising it, &5 I aa the ealy
%8 out oa & 11ad vithE geanine safety nev or fall back positice. N

VRIXE 7O MEXT?
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= BEFORE THE
SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON SECRET MILITARY ASSISTANCE
TO IRAN AND THE uxcmumm OPPOSITION .

AND
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE
COVERT ARMS TRANSACTIONS WITH IRAN

WITNESS (W
Statement o
May 28, 1987

Mr. Chairmen and Members of these Select Committees, I
have exercised my Constitutional privilege not to testify
without benefit of immunity concerning my participation in the
matters which are under investigation by these Committees. I
have done 30 on the advice of counsel aﬁd because ! became
persuaded that it was the only way in which 1 could be accorded
every possible measure of fairness under the law, MNedia
speculation which has been grounded on few facts and an
extraordinsry amount of entirely misguided and irresponsibdle
supposition has convinced me that my decision was both prudent
and correct. Having said that, I appesr before you todsy with
a3 sense of pesce that I have been true to my conscience and to
my profession. Accordingly, I am fully willing, indeed eager,
to testify as to the facts of my pirttcipation in the matters

T UNGLASSIRED
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I Rope I will be able to convey to each of you s clear
undecstanding that I and the other men and women of the CIA's

. Clandestine Service, both those under my command st the Station

Jp_and those at CIA Headquarters who

supported our efforts, performed our duties in the best
tradition of the Service. To the best of my recollection,
neither they nor I ever intentionally vloltt‘d any law of the
United States, in spirit or otherwiss. To the coatrary, the
deliberate, persistent and toloﬁtcolul efforts over a two-year
period of my superiors, as well as the officers who served
under me, in particular given the constraints and changing
national policies under which we were required to operate, ate
a testimonial to the high standard of conduct which this
country expects of its intelligence officers. 1f there were’
any lapses, they resulted from decisions made under the
ptislurcl of tast-moving events, from the characteristic *can
40" attitude of Clandestine Service operations officers, or
simply from emotional concerns for patriotic Nicaraguans, whom
the United States has supported, albeit intermittently, in
their efforts to pursue the ideals of peace and freedom which
we in this country not only enjoy, but often take for granted.
I believe that it would be grievously harmful to the
morale of the CIA officers who nto_wotklnq with the
Southern Pront of the Nicaraguan Resistance to suppose without
sny dasis in fact that they ever engaged in a conspiracy to
violate the laws of thc United States. These honorable men and

UNCI Agermien
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women were Placed in an extremely difficult situation which was
not of their own making. Specifically, they were required as
an !ntoqttl part. of their duties as intelligence ofticers to
gtth;t intelligence and to carcy out political action
operstions in order to hold together the many diverse, even
opposing, flctions within the Resistance. The very fact that

the luunnc-s more focused and politicslly and
militarily viable than it ever has been is a remarkabdle

sccomplishment

You may question whether my officers and ! understood
the legal cohatraintl of the Boland Amendment. Of course we
d{d -~ or we thought we did -- notwithstanding the fact that
there were no lawyers assigned to my Station and the cable
quidance from Meadquartaers on these matters was undecrstandably
terse and narrow and did not pretend to address every .
eventuality. The application of the Boland Amendment in
humane, rather than legal, terms in the field operational '
environment led us to feel we were in the middle of a minefield
with each step becoming a critical decision. My officers and !
diligently tried to adhere to the constraints of the Boland
Amendment as we unditltood them, and I delieve we generslly
‘were successful.

In addition, we in the field were impacted greatly by
the political considerations which attended the various
incarnations of the 8oland Anendment -- considerations arising

INCLASSIFIED
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out ot nlﬁlen sensitivities here in Washington vhich were
ditticult for us to appreciate. While we were doing our best
to keep falth with tbq legsl constraints of the Amendments and
at the same time carry out our duties with respect to the
Micareguan Resistance, we were faced with the political
dimensions of the broad issue of support for the Wicaraguan
Resistance. Those dimensions sdversely sffected our operations
on several occasions. It often seemed to us that the next
upcoming vote in the Congreas on support for the Resistance was
the most important consideration governing the perceptions of
what oeuvugn were permissible, regaczdless of the urgency or
necessity o;. beneticial operationsl action. I can recall CIA
Headquarters disapproving cecrtain operational activities which
were scceptable under tho~ terms of the Boland Amendments
theaselves because of a possibly negative political impact at
home. You can imagine my difficulty in trying to rveconcile
such decisions with the duties of my oftice. Regardless, as
Chief of Station, I was directly and specifically iavolved in
a1l of the operational activities concecning the Nicaraguan
Resistance, and the officecrs under sy command followed ay
quidance and ‘direction. Therefore, ! am fully and
unequivocally responsible for all of their actions.

As you will learn from my testimony today, sy
association with Lt. Col. Oliver L. Worth cama about as a
tesult ot our respective positions, and because of the
coincidence of our interests concerning the political and

UNCLASS;riFD
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military sé:;us of the Nicarsguan Resistance. Throughout tﬁls
relationship, Col. Morth never asked me to undertake any
unlawful activity. Nor did he ever inform me of any sale of
arms to Iran or any diversfion of funds to the Resistance.
Given the events of recent months, ! am eternally grateful that
he did not. I hold Col. North in high estesm because, in my
judgment, he has been faithful to his country, his duty and his
word, and loyal to his beliefs and his comrades. I adnire his
intellect and his commitment to the human beings who rex.rise
the Nicaraguan Resistance. He is my friend and, wiaatever
happens, he will so remain.
The press has speculated extravagantly concerning my
possidble involvement with Director William Casey in connection
with the Nicaraguan Resistance. I met with Director Casey on a
few occasions during my tenure as Chief of Statio 1
brieted him, as did my officers, on Station operations as it
was our dut§ to do. That is all. During those briefings, Mr.
Casey never suggested or implied -- nor did I ever infer-- that
he expected me to undertake activities which would violate in
any way the laws of the United States.
I wish to close this statement on a personal note.

Since my return to Washington in January, I have ezperienced

some of the worst moments of ay life

Their adbsence, the imposed isolation,
the interruption of my command, the unfounded press and medis
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speculationibout my participation in possible violations of

the law, and the possibly irreparadle damage to a career 1
cherish and have dedicated the last twenty-years of my life to
are 8ll factors which have made the last few months very
difficult., On the basis of my actions as Chief of St:tlo:-
-ovor the last two year, it should not have been so.

Thank you Mr. Chairmen. I look forward to responding

to your questions.
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